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The U.S. Capitol in Washington on Sept. 27, 2022. 


Senate Votes to End COVID 
National Emergency 


White House says 
President Joe Biden 
will veto if the House 
passes the measure 


By ZACHARY STIEBER 


he Senate voted on Nov. 

15 to terminate the COV- 

ID-19 national emergency 

that was first declared 

during the Trump administration 

and has been extended repeatedly 
during the Biden administration. 

The Senate passed a measure in 


2024 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 


The 9 Promises 
From Trump’s 
2024 Launch 
Speech 


By IVAN PENTCHOUKOV 


PALM BEACH, Fla.—Former Presi- 
dent Donald Trump outlined a poi- 
gnant vision for America during his 
inaugural campaign speech on Nov. 
15, tackling topics including govern- 
ment corruption, public education, 
and national defense. 

Speaking to a crowd of supporters 
at his Mar-a-Lago resort on Nov. 15, 
Trump described a broad vision for 
the nation. Toward the end of his 
speech, the 45th president turned toa 
list of concrete policy proposals, titled 
the “National Greatness Agenda.” 

Trump has previously discussed a 
number of the items on the agenda, 
such as imposing term limits on 
members of Congress and building 
amissile shield. Other items appear to 
be entirely new, including a proposal 
to cut federal funding from public 
schools that teach critical race theory 
and gender ideology. 

The former president said there will 
Continued on A2 


a 62-36 bipartisan vote to end the 
emergency, which was initially de- 
clared on March 13, 2020. 

Thirteen Democrats sided with 
Republicans to approve the resolu- 
tion, while all the “no” votes were 
from Democrats. Sens. Ben Sasse 
(R-Neb.) and Raphael Warnock (D- 
Ga.) didn’t vote. 

“Tt has now been more than two 
and a half years since this first-is- 
sued proclamation declaring the 
national emergency concerning 
declaration and been extended 
twice by President Biden since the 
initial declaration, most recently 
Continued on A4 
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President Joe Biden arrives 
at Hickam Air Force Base in Honolulu 
on Nov. 16, 2022. 
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CRYPTO CRISIS 


FTX Bankruptcy Looms Large 
on 2023 Congressional Agenda 


By MARK TAPSCOTT 


Members of Congress from both 
sides of the aisle are calling for 
congressional action in the wake 
of the Chapter 11 bankruptcy fil- 
ing by FTX Trading Ltd., the world’s 
second-largest cryptocurrency 
exchange, which was founded by 
Democrat mega-money donor Sam 
Bankman-Fried. 

The cryptocurrency market con- 
sists of hundreds of billions of digi- 
tal financial assets and is viewed by 
advocates as the eventual replace- 


ment for hard money. As a major 
player in the industry, FTX repre- 
sented an estimated 130 related 
corporate entities around the world. 
The bankruptcy filing affects 
most of them, including Bankman- 
Fried’s crypto hedge fund Alameda 
Research and FTX US but not sub- 
sidiaries FTX Australia Pty., FTX 
Express Pay Ltd., and others. 
Bankman-Fried has acknowl- 
edged that he made a mistake and 
expressed regret for his manage- 
ment errors. 
Continued on A7 


BORDER CRISIS 


Judge Pauses Order 
Striking Down Title 
42 Border Policy 


By ZACHARY STIEBER 


AUS. judge on Nov. 16 paused 
his order striking down Title 42, a 
public health policy that enables 
U.S. agents to quickly expel some 
illegal immigrants amid the CO- 
VID-19 pandemic. 

USS. District Judge Emmet Sul- 
Continued on A4 
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GUN CONTROL 


New York’s Restrictive New Gun Law 
Reinstated by Federal Appeals Court 


By MATTHEW VADUM 


New York state may resume enforc- 
ing its sweeping new gun control 
law after a federal appeals court 
temporarily lifted a stay on Nov. 15 
that had blocked parts ofthe law that 
had been declared unconstitutional 
by a lower court the week before. 
The judicial decision came as 
courts in states with restrictive gun 
laws are reviewing those measures 


The Epoch Times was founded in 2000 as an independent newspaper with the goal to restore accuracy and 
integrity in media. We have received numerous awards for our reporting, including from the Society of Professional 
Journalists, the Society for News Design, and the New York Press Association. 


in light of the U.S. Supreme Court’s 
landmark June 23 decision in New 
York State Rifle and Pistol Associa- 
tion v. Bruen, which held that there’s 
a constitutional right to carry a gun 
outside the home for self-defense. 

New York’s sweeping Concealed 
Carry Improvement Act was rushed 
through the state Legislature this 
summer and signed by Democratic 
Gov. Kathy Hochul after the Bruen 
Continued on A4 
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Thanksgiving 
Meal Costs 

20 Percent 
More This Year 


American families will be 
paying more for everything 
at the dinner table, from 
turkey to potatoes 


By ANDREW MORAN 


Families can expect to pay 20 per- 
cent more to host a Thanksgiving 
dinner this year as food inflation 
continues to climb, the American 
Farm Bureau Federation (AFBF) 
stated in a new report. 


American families will be 
paying more for everything 
at the dinner table, from 
turkey to potatoes 


According to the group’s 37th an- 
nual survey, the average cost ofa 
Thanksgiving feast for 10 will be 
$64.05, or about $6.50 per person. 
This is up 20 percent, or $10.74, 
from last year. 

The price for a 16-pound turkey 
surged 21 percent year-over-year 
to $28.96, driven by a wide range 
of factors, including the bird flu, 
diesel prices, labor shortages, and 
the cost of animal feed. 

Farm bureau data show that the 
typical items gracing dinner tables 
everywhere or used to cook and 
bake have risen considerably. A 
four-pound ham, for example, has 
climbed by more than 7 percent 
to $11.64. A pumpkin pie mix has 
jumped by 17.51 percent to $4.28. A 
gallon of whole milk has increased 
by 16 percent to $3.84. Fourteen 
ounces of cubed stuffing spiked 
Continued on AZ 


RUSSIA-UKRAINE 


Tensions Easing as 
Leaders Walk Back 
Claims of Russian 
Strike on Poland 


By ADAM MORROW 


World leaders have walked back 
claims that Russia was responsible 
for a missile that landed in Polish 
territory on Nov. 15, killing two 
people. 

“We have no indication that this 
was the result of a deliberate attack 
and we have no indication that Rus- 
sia is preparing offensive military 
actions against NATO,” Jens Stol- 
tenberg, secretary-general of the 
Western alliance, said on Nov. 16. 

Stoltenberg said the projectile that 
struck Polish territory was most 
likely an air-defense missile fired 
by Ukrainian forces. 

Earlier the same day, U.S. Presi- 
dent Joe Biden said that it was “un- 
likely in the lines of the trajectory 
that [the missile] was fired from 
Russia.” 

Biden made the remarks after an 
urgent meeting with leaders of key 
U.S. allies, including the UK, France, 
Germany, Canada, and Japan. 
Continued on All 
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2024 PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTIONS 


“The nice 
thing about 
politics is 
itreallyisa 
performance test. 
You have to go out 
there and you have 
to actually do it.” 


NEWT GINGRICH, 
FORMER HOUSE SPEAKER 
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The 9 Promises From 
Trump’s 2024 Launch Speech 


CONTINUED FROM Ai 


be “much moreto comein the months 
ahead,” which appears to suggest that 
the list of promises will expand as his 
campaign builds momentum. 


Critical Race Theory 

and ‘Gender Insanity’ 

Under a broader umbrella of defend- 
ing parental rights, Trump prom- 
ised to cut federal funds from public 
schools teaching the quasi-Marxist 
critical race theory (CRT) and gender 
ideology. 

CRT and so-called gender educa- 
tion sprang from the radical fringes of 
left-wing academia to become nearly 
omnipresent in U.S. public schools. 
The proliferation of these and other 
liberal ideologies has triggered a 
grassroots national opposition move- 
ment by conservative parents. 

As president, Trump instituted 
a ban on CRT training for federal 
employees. President Joe Biden, a 
Democrat, rescinded the ban after 
taking office. 

“When I'm in the White House, our 
schools will cease pushing critical 
race theory—as they were—radi- 
cal civics, and gender insanity. Or if 
they do that, they will lose all federal 
funding. But we'll get them to stop,” 
Trump said. 


Men in Women’s Sports 

The former president raised the 
subject of males competing in fe- 
male sports during his first public 
speech after leaving the White House 
in 2021. At the time, he said it was 
“crazy” to allow biological males to 
compete in women’s sports. 

Eighteen states have enacted legis- 
lation that prohibits males from com- 
peting in female sports, according to 
the Movement Advancement Project. 
Idaho was the first state to enact a 
banin March 2020. Nine other states, 
including Texas and Florida, followed 
suit in 2021. 

“We will not letmen, as an example, 
participate in women’s sports. Is that 
OK? No men. No men,” Trump said. 
“We've had tremendous, tremen- 
dous problems, and it’s very unfair 
to women. Just very, very unfair.” 


COVID-19 Mandates 

Trump promised to revoke Biden’s 
pandemic-related mandates and to 
rehire, with full back pay, the mili- 
tary service members who were fired 
from their jobs for refusing to take the 
COVID-19 vaccine. 

While a portion of Biden’s mandate 
regime has been struck down by the 
courts, the requirement for federal 
employees and military members 
is still in place, affecting roughly 3.5 
million people. 

As of last month, 1,760 soldiers have 
been separated from the Army be- 
cause of their refusal to take the CO- 
VID-19 vaccine. The Navy reported 
1,893 separations. 

“We will abolish every Biden COV- 
ID mandate and rehire every patriot 
who was fired from our military— 
with an apology and full back pay,” 
Trump said. 


Missile Shield 

Trump has been pushing for an all- 
encompassing missile shield since 
his time in office. As commander in 
chief, he stated in 2019 that the goal 
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Former President Donald Trump speaks at Mar-a-Lago in Palm Beach, Fla., on Nov. 15, 2022. 


The gravest 
threats to our 
civilization 
are not from 
abroad, but 
from within. 


Former President 
Donald Trump 


dg 


MILLION 


> The current pandemic- 
related mandates 
that Donald Trump 
has promised to fully 
revoke if he gets into 
office would affect 3.5 
million people. 


Supporters of for- 
mer President Don- 
ald Trump hold flags 
outside Trump’s Mar- 
A-Lago residence in 
Palm Beach, Fla., on 
Nov. 15, 2022. 


for this military apparatus was to 
“ensure we can detect and destroy 
any missile launched against the 
United States—anywhere, anytime, 
anyplace.” 

At the time of those remarks, the 
military had released a missile de- 
fense strategy that drew attention 
from experts forincluding China and 
Russia as threats that have to be con- 
fronted assertively, according to the 
Arms Control Association. 

In remarks at Mar-a-Lago, Trump 
specifically discussed the threat 
from nuclear missiles, suggesting 
that Russia and China are the threats 
he’s addressing. Iran and North Ko- 
rea haven't demonstrated a working 
nuclear-tipped ballistic missile. 

“As events overseas have shown, 
to protect our people from the un- 
thinkable threat of nuclear weapons 
and hypersonic missiles, the United 
States must also build a state-of-the- 
art next-generation missile defense 
shield,” Trump said. “We need it.” 


Clean House at FBI and DOJ 

The former president's choice to cite 
the FBI and Department of Justice 
(DOJ) as the greatest threat to the 
United States is no surprise, con- 
sidering the gauntlet that he and 
his associates were run through as 
part of the disinformation campaign 
that falsely insinuated a conspiracy 
between the Trump campaign and 
Russia. 

The FBI used a now-debunked, 
Clinton-funded dossier of anti- 
Trump claims as part of the ratio- 
nale to open an investigation of the 
Trump campaign and obtain sur- 
veillance warrants against Carter 
Page, a former campaign official. 
That investigation evolved into the 
special counsel probe by Robert 
Mueller. 

After a highly intrusive and inten- 
sive investigation that hampered 
Trump’s agenda, Mueller filed no 
charges against the president and 
prosecuted a handful of Trump as- 
sociates on process crimes. 

Subsequent inquiries into the 
handling of the FBI investigation 
exposed a broad pattern of bias and 
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failure that ran all the way up to the 
top ranks of the bureau. 

After Trump left office, the DOJ and 
FBI opened one of the biggest inves- 
tigations and prosecution sprees in 
history against the protesters who 
attended the Jan. 6, 2021, protests 
in Washington and entered the U.S. 
Capitol. At rallies earlier this year, 
the former president suggested that 
he would pardon all Jan. 6 prisoners. 

“But as I have said before, the grav- 
est threats to our civilization are 
not from abroad, but from within,” 
Trump said. “None is greater than 
the weaponization ofthe justice sys- 
tem, the FBI, and the DOJ. We must 
conducta top-to-bottom overhaul to 
clean out the festering rot and cor- 
ruption of Washington, D.C.” 


Term Limits 

Term limits have been a part 
of Trump’s platform since 
2016, when he called for 
a six-year term limit for 
members of the House 
and a 12-year limit for 
members of the Senate. 

The president briefly 
mentioned that he had 
been pushing for term lim- 
its in 2018. At Mar-a-Lago 
on Nov. 15, he said the leg- 
islation is part of his overall 
plan to “drain the swamp” in 
Washington. 

“To further drain the 
swamp, I will push for a 
constitutional amendment 
to impose term limits on members of 
Congress. It’s time. It’s time,” Trump 
said. 

‘The idea of legislating term limits 
has along history. The two-term limit 
for the president of the United States 
was enshrined in the 22nd Amend- 
ment to the U.S. Constitution. 

Despite gaining popular support 
in the 1990s, term-limit legislation 
appears to be nearly impossible to 
enact since senior members of Con- 
gress are unlikely to advance or vote 
for legislation that isn’t in their best 
interests. 


Lifetime Lobbying Ban 

In another throwback to 2016, Trump 
promised to institute a lifetime ban 
on lobbying for former members of 
Congress and members of the presi- 
dent’s cabinet. 

As president-elect, Trump put in 
place tough restrictions on lobbying, 
including a five-year ban on mem- 
bers of the administration who were 
leaving for the private sector. During 
the last days of his term in office in 
2020, Trump rescinded the execu- 
tive order that dictated the lobbying 
ethics rules. 

Then-President Bill Clinton simi- 
larly revoked his own five-year lob- 
bying ban in December 2000. 

“Now I see what they make. They 
leave the White House or they leave 
Congress, and they’re paid millions 
and millions and millions of dollars 
a year. No, you have to have a ban,” 
Trump said. 


The FBI logo 
outside the 
bureau’s field 
office in Atlanta, 
on Feb. 1, 2019. 
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Stock Trading Ban 

Trump’s proposal for a ban on trad- 
ing stocks by members of Congress 
might attract bipartisan support. 
With the backing of House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.), Democrats 
released legislation to that effect in 
September. 

Trump’s proposal follows a Wall 
Street Journal series published last 
month that found that hundreds 
of senior executive branch officials 
owned stock in firms that were lob- 
bying their agencies. More than 60 
officials traded stocks before their 
agencies announced enforcement 
actions against the companies in 
which those officials held stocks. 

In his speech, Trump didn’t men- 
tion whether he would extend the 
trading ban to executive branch of- 

ficials. 
“We want a ban on mem- 
bers of Congress getting 
rich by trading stocks 
with insider informa- 
tion,” Trump said. “And 
many of our great mem- 
bers agree with that. They 
actually agree with that.” 


Voting Law Reform 

Voting law reforms have 
been at the top of Trump’s 
agenda since the tumultu- 
ous aftermath of the 2020 
election. The former presi- 
dent dedicated a large por- 
tion of his first post-White 
House speech in 2021 to the 
topic of election integrity. His 2024 
campaign promise matches whathe 
had called for backin February 2021: 
mandatory voter ID, one day of vot- 
ing, and paper ballots. 

Trump also said he wants all votes 
to be counted on election night. Prior 
to Trump’s speech, election officials 
in Nevada and Arizona spent several 
days counting votes in two races for 
the Senate. Democrats ended up 
winning both races. 

Although elections are adminis- 
tered at the state level, the federal 
government has along history of law- 
making to regulate elections. After 
taking control of both chambers of 
Congress in 2021, Democrats pushed 
for asweeping federal reform of elec- 
tions, which called for the opposite of 
what Trump is pushing for. HR1, the 
Democratlegislation, would mandate 
states to implement early voting, ban 
state voter ID laws, and require states 
to conduct automatic voter registra- 
tion, among other provisions. 

“And of course, we will do whatever 
it takes to bring back honesty, con- 
fidence, and trust in our elections,” 
Trump said. “To eliminate cheating, 
I willimmediately demand voter ID, 
same-day voting, and only paper bal- 
lots, only paper ballots. 

“And we want all votes counted by 
election night. They spent all of the 
money for machines and all of this 
stuffand they end up two weeks later, 
three weeks later. By that time, every- 
one forgot there was even an election. 
It’s horrible.” 
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Gingrich on Trump’s 
2024 Bid: Trump Will 


‘Do Very, Very Well If 
He Focuses on Future 


EVA FU 


Former House Speaker Newt Gin- 
grich says that former President 
Donald Trump would have a good 
shot in his third presidential bid 
if he puts his focus on the future 
rather than the past. 

The former president, after 
months of hinting at a 2024 run, 
formally announced his bid on 
Nov. 15 in a prime-time speech at 
his Mar-a-Lago home in Florida, 
outlining a vision for “America’s 
comeback” that includes stronger 
foreign policy, lower taxes, fewer 
regulations, and supply chain 
independence. 

Gingrich, a contributor to The Ep- 
och Times, thought that the tone 
and the substance of the speech 
were “very positive” and “moved 
him in the right direction.” 

“If he is a candidate focused on 
the future, and he’s a candidate 
focused on big solutions, and he’s 
a candidate focused on bringing 
us together, he will do very, very 
well,” Gingrich told The Epoch 
Times. 

On the other hand, arguing over 
the 2020 election outcome and 
“being divisive” would be coun- 
terproductive to Trump’s cam- 
paign, Gingrich said. 

Overall, Gingrich said Trump 
had “stuck to the script” in the 
hour-long address. 

While he has heard complaints 


about Trump being “low key” in 
the speech, Gingrich believed it 
was the right step for the former 
president. 

“I think it’s good for him to come 
across as somebody who has 
thought about things and who 
is bringing, not just energy, but 
also some wisdom [as] to what 
America needs to get done,” he 
said, describing it as “a reasonably 
good start.” 

“He’s the guy who has all the 
advantages. If he does well, he will 
become the nominee and prob- 
ably president,” Gingrich said. 

“The nice thing about politics is 
it really is a performance test. You 
have to go out there and you have 
to actually do it.” 


Long Road Ahead 
But Trump still has a long road 
ahead of him to the Oval Office. 

“{Trump] has to ... prove that 
he has some big ideas that will 
change the country and solve the 
problems that Biden is creating, 
and to prove that he has thought 
through a lot about his governing 
style, and that he’s going to bea 
calm, positive unifier bringing us 
together, rather than dividing us,” 
Gingrich said. 

Gingrich admitted that he 
would’ve appreciated it if Trump 
had delayed his announcement 
until after the Georgia senate 


runoff on Dec. 6, so as not to take 
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Former President Donald Trump prepares to leave after announcing that he’s run- 
ning for the White House in 2024 at an event at Mar-a-Lago in Palm Beach, Fla., on 
Nov. 15, 2022. 
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Former House 
Speaker Newt 
Gingrich (R-Ga.) 
in Washington on 
Oct. 24, 2019. 


The difference 
between a 
50-50 joint 
majority 
anda 51-49 
Democratic 
majority is 
just huge. 


Newt Gingrich, former 
House speaker 


attention away from that race, 
where Republican candidate 
Herschell Walker takes on Dem- 
ocrat incumbent Sen. Raphael 
Warnock. 

While the Democrats have al- 
ready secured the majority in the 
upper chamber with 50 seats, the 
Georgia race still matters. 

“The difference between a 50-50 
joint majority and a 51-49 Demo- 
cratic majority is just huge,” he 
said. “So I think anything which 
diverts energy away from thatis, 
frankly, a mistake. But President 
Trump has his own timing, and 
he has the right to have an- 
nounced.” 

Trump is the first candidate of 
either party to launch a 2024 run. 
Many expect that Trump will face 
stiff challenges from other Repub- 
lican hopefuls, including Florida 
Gov. Ron DeSantis and former 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo. 

“This will be the longest presi- 
dential marathon in modern his- 
tory,” Gingrich said. He believes 
that as many as a dozen other 
contenders will “decide on their 
own pace,” adding that “they’re 
not forced to announce by Trump 
announcing.” 

There are good reasons for 
Trump to make the move early, 
Gingrich believes. 

The formal bid would likely 
shut down any criminal probes 
from the Justice Department, he 
said. In addition, Trump “knows 
he has the biggest nationwide 
network,” and likely wants to 
“pile up the largest possible 
number of endorsements before 
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anybody else starts to play,” ac- 
cording to Gingrich. 

“It’s a rational strategy, and we'll 
see whether or not it works.” 


‘Extraordinarily Clever Politician’ 
Gingrich described Trump as “an 
extraordinarily clever politician.” 
“He certainly understands the 
whole country better than proba- 
bly anybody else, and he’s starting 
as the front runner.” 

Some Republicans have blamed 
the former president for the GOP’s 
disappointing midterm results. 
But Gingrich is reserving his judg- 
ment, saying he’s “still exploring 
what happened” because the re- 
sults were “so different from what 
I thought it would be.” 

On the failure to capture a Sen- 
ate majority, Gingrich agreed 
with Trump that Senate Minor- 
ity Leader Mitch McConnell was 
largely responsible. 

“Mitch McConnell managed to 
mess up New Hampshire and Ari- 
zona in ways that make no sense 
at all,” he said. 

McConnell has drawn criticism 
for cutting financial support to 
Blake Masters and Don Bolduc, 
Republican senatorial candidates 
for Arizona and New Hampshire, 
respectively, who both ultimately 
lost their races. Weeks before the 
election, the Senate Leadership 
Fund, a super PAC aligned with 
McConnell, slashed millions of 
dollars in funding to Masters’s 
and Bolduc’s campaigns. 

The Epoch Times has reached 
out to McConnell’s office for 
comment. 


Trump’s 2024 Announcement Draws Democrats’ Bashing, Republican Caution 


MARK TAPSCOTT 


Former President Donald Trump’s 
announcement of his candidacy for 
the Republican nomination for the 
nation’s highest office is drawing 
predictable bashing from Demo- 
crats, along with some unexpect- 
edly reserved commentary from 
GOP figures. 

Trump had barely begun his Nov. 
15 address when Sen. Raphael War- 
nock (D-Ga.) posted a tweet about 
a fundraising appeal for his Dec. 6 
runoff election against Republican 
senatorial nominee Herschel Walker. 

“I know you may be focused on 
Donald Trump tonight, but first we 
gotta focus on Georgia. Please chip 
in to help me defeat my opponent, @ 
HerschelWalker,” Warnock wrote in 
the tweet, which featured a photo of 
Trump and Walker shaking hands 
when both were much younger. 

Sen. Brian Schatz (D-Hawaii) 
boosted Warnock and denounced 
Trump in a tweet, declaring, “The 
main thing you need to know about 
Trump announcing for reelection is 
that Raphael Warnock is in a runoff 
andit’s exactly 3 weeks from now and 
we don’t just need money we need it 
kinda fast.” 

Democratic National Committee 
Chairman Jaime Harrison was even 
more blunt in response to Trump’s 
declaration, saying the former presi- 
dent “was a failure as president; that’s 
why he lost in 2020 and it’s why he will 
lose again.” 

“Democrats stand ready to remind 


Americans what Trump brought 
America: the worst jobs record since 
the Great Depression, rigged the 
economy for the super rich with mas- 
sive tax giveaways to corporations, 
the right-wing Supreme Court that 
overturned Roe and paved the way 
for extreme Republicans across the 
country to criminalize abortion, a di- 
minished standing across the world, 
and absolute chaos that culminated 
in inciting amob to attack the Capitol 
to tryto overturn an election he knew 
he lost,” Harrison wrote. 

Harrison added a prediction that 
the 2024 Republican presidential 
primary will be “messy,” featuring 
“candidates competing to be the 
most extreme MAGA Republican in 
the race. The DNC will be ready for 
them all.” 

President Joe Biden—energized by 
his unexpected success in predicting 
that Democrats would do surprisingly 
wellin the Nov. 8 election—released a 
tweet prior to his former rival’s event 
that included a voiced-over video 
comparing Trump’s “talking” with 
Biden’s “delivering.” 

During Trump’s announcement, 
Biden issued a second tweet, titled 
“Donald Trump Failed America,” 
which presented the standard Demo- 
crat talking points accusing the for- 
mer president of multiple sins. 

On the Republican side—still reel- 
ing from the shock of the predicted 
“red wave” that never material- 
ized—Trump’s announcement drew 
a surprisingly restrained response. 
Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) post- 


Sen. Raphael 
Warnock (D-Ga.) 
encourages a 
crowd to vote in 
Atlanta, Ga., on 
Nov. 13, 2022. 
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ed a tweet with a cautious assess- 
ment that stopped short of being an 
endorsement. 

“If President Trump continues this 
tone and delivers this message on a 
consistent basis, he will be hard to 
beat. His speech tonight, contrasting 
his policies and results against the 
Biden Administration, charts a win- 
ning path for him in the primaries 
and general election,” Graham wrote. 

Mick Mulvaney, Trump’s former 
chief of staff, told CNN: “He’s the only 
Republican who could lose. Ifhe wins 
in 2024, nowhe’s the candidate, he is 
the likely Republican nominee. Can 
he be beaten head-to-head by Ron 
DeSantis or Tim Scott? Sure. 

“But it’s not going to be a head-to- 
head race. There will be five or six 
other people in the race and he'll get 
the 35 percent that really support him 
and under the winner-take-all pri- 
mary system, he’ll be the nominee.” 


Republican governors were meet- 
ing in Orlando, Florida—which is 
125 miles from Trump’s Mar-a-Lago 
estate—during the announcement. 
New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu 
told The Washington Post in unusu- 
ally harsh terms that the former presi- 
dent’s personality traits would cost 
him in 2024. 

“He’s doing it from a place of defen- 
siveness, of his own self-opportunity 
and weakness. So he’s announcing 
he’s going to run for presidentat alow 
point in his political career. I don’t 
know how that’s going to work out,” 
Sununu said. 

Trump drew fervent support from 
longtime congressional backers such 
as Rep. Ronny Jackson, a Texas Re- 
publican and former White House 
physician, who posted in a tweet that 
Trump “has my complete and total 
endorsement.” 

Another Texas Republican House 
member declared for Trump in a 
tweet. 

“My friend Donald J. Trump has my 
complete and total endorsement for 
president in 2024,” Rep. Troy Nehls 
said. “He is the leader of the Republi- 
can Party, and we will make America 
great again.” 

Two days before Trump’s an- 
nouncement, Rep. Elise Stefanik (R- 
N.Y.) raised eyebrows with a state- 
ment, saying: “Iam proud to endorse 
DonaldJ. Trump for Presidentin 2024. 
It is time for Republicans to unite 
around the most popular Republican 
in America, who has a proven track 
record of conservative governance.” 
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New York Gov. Kathy Hochul announces new concealed carry rules at a press conference on Aug. 31, 2022. 


New York’s Restrictive 
New Gun Law Reinstated 
by Federal Appeals Court 


CONTINUED FROM Al 


decision invalidated the state’s re- 
quirement that a carry permit appli- 
cant demonstrate a special need for 
self-defense. Hochul denounced the 
high court ruling, calling it “a reck- 
less decision ... senselessly sending 
us backward and putting the safety 
of our residents in jeopardy.” 

Some state law enforcement of- 
ficials condemned the Hochul- 
backed law, which took effect Sept. 
1, saying it would be difficult to en- 
force and may be unconstitutional. 
The New York State Sheriffs’ Asso- 
ciation said the law was a “thought- 
less, reactionary action.” 

Syracuse-based U.S. District Judge 
Glenn Suddaby blocked sections of 
the law on Nov. 7. The case, brought 
by the Second Amendment group 
Gun Owners of America (GOA), 
is known as Antonyuk v. Hochul, 
court file 1:22-CV-0986. 

But on Nov. 15, the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the 2nd Circuit grant- 
ed an emergency interim stay of 
Suddaby’s order while the state 
appeals it. 

GOA expressed displeasure with 
the 2nd Circuit order, saying on its 
website that “anti-gunners are not 
going quietly into the night.” 

“Anti-gunners are hoping to bleed 
us dry with legal fees until we reach 


the point where we can no longer 
fight back any longer.” 

The Epoch Times reached out for 
comment on the 2nd Circuit ruling 
to New York Attorney General Le- 
titia James, a Democrat, but hadn't 
received a reply as of press time. 


New Gun Rules 
In the lawsuit, GOA objected to the 
raft of new gun rules in the state. 

GOA board member Sam Paredes 
previously told The Epoch Times 
that by passing the law, New York 
lawmakers “gave Justice [Clar- 
ence] Thomas the middle finger,” 
referring to the fact that Thomas 
wrote the high court’s 6-3 opinion 
in Bruen. 

The state law requires carry per- 
mit applicants to show “good moral 
character,” navigate a gun safety 
course, and surrender information 
from their social media accounts for 
background checks. 

The law also inhibits the public- 
carry right articulated by the Su- 
preme Court by designating much 
of the state as so-called sensitive 
areas, or gun-free zones, making 
them off-limits to concealed weap- 
ons. Critics say there are so many 
prohibited places that it’s hard for 
carry permit holders to go about 
their daily business in public. 

Airports, establishments that 


serve alcohol, day care facilities and 
playgrounds, schools, entertain- 
ment venues, libraries, hospitals, 
houses of worship, polling loca- 
tions, public demonstrations and 
rallies, public transit, and Times 
Square—a tourist mecca in the bor- 
ough of Manhattan—are on the list. 
Suddaby, who was appointed by 
former President George W. Bush, 
hadissued a preliminary injunction 
on Nov. 7, writing in his 184-page 
order that the lawim- 
posed “unprecedent- 


ed constitutional vio- Anti-gunners 
are hoping to 
the requirement that bleed us dry 
acarry applicant i with legal fees. 


lations.” 
Suddaby enjoined 


onstrate “good mora 


character” and pro- Gun Owners of America 


duce the names and 
contact information of spouses and 
other adults in the applicant’s home. 
He blocked the rule forcing applicants 
to submit social media accounts for 
review by government officials. 
Suddaby also enjoined the restric- 
tions on carrying in public parks, 
zoos, places of worship, locations 
where alcohol is served, theaters, 
banquet halls, conferences, airports 
and buses, lawful protests or assem- 
blies, as well as the blanket ban on 
carrying on private property with- 
out the consent of the owner. 


The Capitol in Washington on Dec. 10, 2018. 


Senate Votes to End 
COVID Emergency; 
Biden Says He’ll Veto 
If House Passes 


CONTINUED FROM Al 


February of this year,” Sen. Roger Marshall (R- 
Kan.), who sponsored the resolution, said on the 
Senate floor. 

“Tt is with this national emergency declara- 
tion, in tandem with other additional powers 
currently invoked by the president, which this 
administration is manipulating to super size 
government powers. And now it’s obvious they 
need these powers to continue their spending 
spree to enact their radical partisan agenda and 
grow government dependency through further 
expansion of our welfare state.” 

Evidence shows the emergency phase of the 
pandemic has come and gone, including the 
number of new COVID-19 hospital admissions 
being near a record low and the number of people 
with natural immunity, or post-infection protec- 
tion, rising, the senator said. 

Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Ore.) voted against the 
measure because he said it would harm the 
federal government’s ability to deal with the 
pandemic. 

The emergency enables the administration to 
pay for COVID-19 vaccines and other products. 

It’s the third time the Senate has approved the 
measure. The Democrat-controlled House of 
Representatives has never held a vote on it. 

In astatement, the White House said that even 
if the House approved the resolution, President 
Joe Biden would veto it. 

“Continuing to protect against COVID-19 and 
ensuring that our response remains nimble are 
top priorities of this Administration,” the White 
House said, adding that terminating the emer- 
gency would “unnecessarily and abruptly curtail 
the ability of the Administration to respond to 
COVID-19.” 

A Biden administration health official sug- 
gested this week that the emergency, whichis set 
to expire in January 2023, would be extended. 
The administration has said it would give 60 
days of notice before the emergency ends and 
the Nov. 11 deadline came and went without 
such notice. 

Sarah Lovenheim, a spokeswoman for the De- 
partment of Health and Human Services (HHS), 
said in a statement that the emergency “remains 
in effect and as HHS committed to earlier, we 
will provide a 60-day notice to states before any 
possible termination or expiration.” 


Jack Phillips contributed to this report. 


Judge Pauses Order Striking Down Title 42 Border Policy 
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livan, a Clinton appointee, ruled 
on Nov. 15 that the policy violated 
federal law because the agency 
that promulgated it “failed to ad- 
equately consider alternatives.” 

Hours later, the Biden adminis- 
tration asked for a five-week stay 
of the order so that it could transi- 
tion to a new reality in which it 
could no longer utilize Title 42 to 
expel illegal aliens. 

The U.S. Department of Home- 
land Security (DHS) “requires a 
short period of time to prepare for 
the transition from Title 42 to Title 
8 processing, given the need to 
resolve resource and logistical is- 
sues that it was unable to address 
in advance without knowing pre- 
cisely when currently operative 
August 2021 Title 42 order would 
end,” government lawyers said in 
a motion. 

The U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention imposed 
Title 42 during the Trump admin- 
istration due to the risk of illegal 
immigrants bringing COVID-19 
into the country. The Biden 
administration narrowed the 
order, exempting unaccompanied 


minors, and then tried ending it 
altogether, but a different judge 
blocked that effort. 

Title 8 is a federal law enabling 
expulsions if illegal immigrants 
don’t qualify for asylum. 

The U.S. Border Patrol expelled 
some 1 million illegal aliens under 
Title 42 in fiscal year 2022, versus 
1.1 million under Title 8. 

Delaying the implementation 
of the new order, the government 
said, would enable officials to 
“move additional resources to the 
border” and to coordinate with 
stakeholders to help prepare for 
its end. 

“This transition period is critical 
to ensuring that DHS can con- 
tinue to carry out its mission to 
secure the Nation’s borders and to 
conduct its border operations in 
an orderly fashion,” government 
officials said. 

The illegal immigrant plaintiffs 
who brought the case didn’t op- 
pose the motion. 

Sullivan said he would pause his 
order. 

“Pursuant to Federal Rules of 
Civil Procedure 59 and 60, the 
Court’s inherent authority, and 
in view of the lack of opposition 
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by Plaintiffs, the government’s 
representation that the request 
for a temporary stay is not for the 
pendency of appeal, but rather to 
enable the government to make 
preparations to implement the 
Court’s Order, the Court, WITH 
GREAT RELUCTANCE, grants the 
request,” the judge said. 

The ruling moves the end of Title 
42 to Dec. 20 from Nov. 15. 

The government has given no 
indication that it will appeal 
Sullivan’s order striking down 
Title 42, since it favors ending the 
policy. Officials have said that 
the public health policy is being 


wrongly used as an immigration 
policy. 

The Vera Institute of Justice, 
which seeks to lower the num- 
ber of immigrants in detention, 
was among those welcoming the 
policy being struck down. 

“Title 42 should never have been 
used to inflict suffering on asylum 
seekers entering the United States. 
We need an immigration system 
grounded in respect and dignity, 
not punishment and dehuman- 
ization,” the group said in a state- 
ment. 

Organizations that advocate 


A group of Mexicans 
walk back into Mexico 
after being returned 
under Title 42, in Piedras 
Negras, Mexico, 

on April 21, 2022. 


for stronger border enforce- 
ment, though, said the ruling was 
wrong. 

“This decision ... knocks down 
one of the last remaining barri- 
ers to complete anarchy at the 
border,” Dan Stein, president 
of the Federation for American 
Immigration Reform, said ina 
statement. “If the Biden adminis- 
tration does not appeal, it will be 
one of the most egregious der- 
elictions of duty when it comes 
to border security, once again 
proving that the crisis is deliber- 
ate and something they never 
intend to fix.” 
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Pennsylvania House Votes to Impeach 


Philadelphia District Attorney Larry Krasner 


BETH BRELJE 


Pennsylvania House members de- 
bated passionately on Nov. 16 be- 
fore voting to impeach Philadelphia 
District Attorney Larry Krasner, 
saying he violated his oath of of- 
fice by enforcing policies that have 
been a direct cause of rising crime 
in Philadelphia. 

The next step is for the state Sen- 
ate to conduct a trial, in which a 
two-thirds vote is required to re- 
move Krasner. 

Krasner—a Democrat whose cam- 
paign was funded in part by billion- 
aire George Soros—was accused of 
declining to prosecute many drug, 
theft, and prostitution cases and 
implementing bail policies that 
soon put violent offenders back on 
the street, often to offend again. Sta- 
tistics show that gun crimes and ho- 
micides are up. Meanwhile, between 
Jan. 1, 2021, and Oct. 16, 2022, 992 
people died by homicide in Phila- 
delphia, according to a report about 
crime in the city. 


Impeachment 

Painted as Racial Issue 

While the impeachment investiga- 
tion has been underway for months, 
Democrats argued that Republicans 
were trying to overturn the will 
of Philadelphia voters who twice 
elected Krasner and that members 
were nowrushing to push impeach- 
ment through on the last day of the 
Republican-controlled House ses- 
sion. In the next session, for the first 
time in 12 years, Democrats will be 
in the majority. 

It feels racist for Republicans to 
say they’re concerned about crime 
in Philadelphia when they refused 
to pass gun control measures such 
as red flag laws that Democrats say 
could lessen violence, Democratic 
House members indicated several 
times in their arguments against 
impeachment. 

“Our mayor, just a couple of weeks 
ago, did an executive order to say you 
can’t have guns on playgrounds. He 
was sued by a pro-gun group to stop 
him from actually trying to deal with 
the root causes of crime,” state Rep. 
Malcolm Kenyatta, a Philadelphia 
Democrat, argued on the House floor 
before the vote. 

“People in this body who actually 
represent Philadelphia care more 
than most about what is going on. 
But find it veryironic that a city that 
is often used as a punching bag in 
this building, a city that people usu- 
ally mentioned with snide remarks... 
now, everybody so desperately cares 
about our community. I can’t believe 
what you say. Because I see what you 
have done. I see what you’ve done 


When you 
have people 
who are 
fearful to go 
into the city 
to work, to 
recreate, to 
visit family... 
where does 
that leave us? 


Bryan Cutler, speaker, 
Pennsylvania House 


The articles of 
impeachment against 
Larry Krasner were 
approved by a vote of 
107-85. 
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The Pennsylvania state 
Capitol in Harrisburg, 
Pa., on Dec. 14, 2020. 


White House Seeks Nearly 


$38 Billion More for Ukraine 
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Philadelphia District Attorney Larry Krasner (C) at Independence Mall in Philadelphia on Nov. 7, 2022. 
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A pedestrian walks past bullet holes in the window of a store front on South Street 


in Philadelphia on June 5, 2022. 


with the power that you have had. 
Ifwe want to lookat who is violating 
oaths of office, people in this body 
ought to look in the mirror.” 

There has been a history of over- 
prosecuting black people, according 
to state Rep. Jason Dawkins, a Phil- 
adelphia Democrat; he says that’s 
what Krasner has been trying to ad- 
dress, and some people are bristling 
at Krasner for looking at this issue. 

“The moment we start peeling back 
that onion, we start to realize there is 
something here that’s just not right,” 
Dawkins said. “The obvious to me is 
that this particular resolution is be- 
ing led solely for one purpose: to dis- 
enfranchise those who look like me 
from having a say. To pick who they 
want to be duly elected for fairness. 

“We should all want fairness in this 
commonwealth. I wouldn't want to 
come to your county and tell youhow 
to do business because it’s not my 
business. ButI’ll tell you one thing— 


ZACHARY STIEBER 


The White House is asking Con- 
gress for nearly $38 billion more for 
Ukrainian-related aid, including $13 
billion for direct budgetary support 
for the Ukraine government. 

“We must continue to support the 
people of Ukraine as they defend their 
sovereignty and stand resolute in the 
face of Russia’s brutal war,” White 
House Officer of Management and 
Budget Director Shalanda D. Young 
wrote to House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
(D-Calif.) on Nov. 15. 

“Since the beginning of Putin’s 
war, the United States has rallied the 
world to support Ukraine. Together, 
with strong, bipartisan support in 
the Congress, we have provided 
significant assistance that has been 
critical to Ukraine’s success on the 
battlefield-and we cannot let that 
support run dry.” 

Russian forces invaded Ukraine 
in February on orders from Russian 
President Vladimir Putin. 

Congress has already approved 
nearly $66 billion in total aid for 
Ukraine aid since March. The pack- 


ages have included funding for arms, 
food, and resettlement. 

The bulk of the new request is for 
defense aid, including equipment 
and training. The remaining por- 
tion is mostly for the government 
of Ukraine. 

The three initial packages have re- 
ceived strong bipartisan support, 
but House Minority Leader Kevin 
McCarthy (R-Calif.) said in Octo- 
ber that there shouldn't be a “blank 
check” on funding for Ukraine, or 
anything else, noting the United 
States has a national debt of $31 
trillion. 

Senate Republican Leader Mitch 
McConnell told reporters in Wash- 
ington on Nov. 15 that he’s a “robust 
supporter of Ukraine” and “we need 
to get them what we need to continue 
to fight this war.” 

“I think they have the capacity to 
win it, particularly if we give them 
what they need,” he added. 

Senate Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer (D-N.Y.) said in a sepa- 
rate briefing that he “would hope” 
the next funding bill includes fresh 
Ukraine aid, and that it would receive 


President Joe Biden 
speaks at the Eisen- 
hower Executive 
Office Building in 
Washington on Oct. 
19, 2022. 


in a few days things will change. And 
when things change, Democrats will 
show you how to lead.” 

State House Speaker Bryan Cutler, 
a Republican, also weighed in on the 
House floor. 

“The district attorney is currently 
acting in a legislative capacity by 
simply declaring entire sections of 
law void. Nonprosecutable. Will not 
go after that,” Cutler said. “Why is 
that important? Because they are 
the laws of the Commonwealth, 
duly passed, and signed into law 
by this chamber, the Senate, and 
the governor.” 

In Philadelphia, the rate of dis- 
missal of cases is much higher than 
in all other counties in Pennsylvania, 
he said, noting that the high rate of 
people dying in Philadelphia is the 
business of the Legislature. 

“Whatis going on right nowin the 
city ... does, in fact, impact all of us,” 
Cutler said. “It is literally the heart 


support from some Republicans. 

Pelosi said in October that Con- 
gress would approve more funding 
for Ukraine. 

“Congress has secured over $60 
billion in security, economic, hu- 
manitarian and budget assistance for 
Ukraine,” Pelosi said during a sum- 
mit in Croatia. “And more will be on 
the way when we pass our omnibus 
funding bill this fall.” 

Some members of Congress have 
voiced opposition to any more fund- 
ing, particularly after the missiles 
that struck Poland were likely fired 


and soul, the economic driver of 
our Commonwealth. That matters. 
It is a huge portion of the tax base. 
But when you have people who are 
fearful to go into the city to work, 
to recreate, to visit family ... where 
does that leave us? Well, the Con- 
stitution is very clear, and I said it 
earlier—words matter. The House 
has sole discretion over this.” 

Skyrocketing murder rates, de- 
creasing gun convictions, and de- 
creasing prosecutions should be big 
red flags, he said. 

The move to impeach Krasner, 
House Resolution 240, was spon- 
sored by Philadelphia Republican 
Rep. Martina White. The articles of 
impeachment were approved by a 
vote of 107-85. 

Krasner didn’t respond by press 
time to a request by The Epoch 
Times for comment, but defended 
his record in an Oct. 21 letter to 
lawmakers. 

“There are many ways to pursue 
public safety. In the past, the Phila- 
delphia District Attorney’s Office has 
relied almost exclusively on the blunt 
instrument of jail and prison, with- 
out recognizing that this approach 
is often ineffective and, in the long 
term, may make our communities 
more dangerous,” he wrote. 

“In my office, we recognize we have 
numerous tools in our arsenal, and 
we use each one to build up our com- 
munity. We are proud of our work. 
So are Philadelphians. Itis why they 
overwhelmingly reelected me less 
than a year ago.” 

In that election, 7.6 percent of Phil- 
adelphia’s population showed up to 
vote, according to testimony on Nov. 
16 on the House floor. 
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by Ukraine, according to Polish au- 
thorities. U.S. authorities said on Nov. 
16 that they had no evidence to chal- 
lenge that. 

“Tm glad Ukraine is defending 
their own country from Putin’s 
unjust invasion. Nevertheless, this 
is not America’s war to fight and it 
isn’t America’s war to fund,” Rep. 
Warren Davidson (R-Ohio) said in 
a statement. 

“No more money to Ukraine. It’s 
time to end this war and demand 
peace,” Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene 
(R-Ga.) said. 
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Mississippi Lawsuit Seeks to Establish 


State Constitution Doesn’t Protect Abortion 


MATT MCGREGOR 


A lawsuit filed in Mississippi seeks 
to establish that the state consti- 
tution doesn’t protect a right to 
abortions. 

The Mississippi Justice Institute 
(MJI)—a nonprofit constitutional 
litigation organization—filed the 
lawsuit on Nov. 14 on behalf of the 
American Association of Pro-Life 
Obstetricians and Gynecologists. 

MJlis the legal arm of the Missis- 
sippi Center for Public Policy, itself 
an organization that advocates for 
low taxes, light regulation, higher 
standards in education, and Ameri- 
can exceptionalism. 

The lawsuit challenges an opin- 
ion held by the Mississippi Supreme 
Court called Pro-Choice Mississippi 
v. Fordice, which holds that abor- 
tion is a right protected by the Mis- 
sissippi Constitution. 

“Although the U.S. Supreme Court 
has reversed course and overruled 
Roe and held that it does not protect 
the right to abortion, there is still a 
Mississippi Supreme Court opin- 
ion that holds that the Mississippi 
Constitution protects the right to 
abortion,” MJI Director Aaron Rice 
told The Epoch Times. “What we're 
seeking is [for] the courts to look at 
this again and either declare that 
opinion is either no longer good law, 
or to overrule that opinion.” 

According to MJI, the legal ambi- 
guity has placed state physicians in 
“an impossible Catch-22.” 

“Several medical societies and 
board certification authorities 
have issued guidelines suggesting 
that it is unethical, and potentially 
punishable by the government, for 
physicians who oppose elective 
abortion to refuse to provide or refer 
patients to other providers for law- 
ful, elective abortions,” MJI said in 
a statement. “But whether elective 
abortions are ‘lawful’ in Mississippi 
depends on whether the Mississippi 
Supreme Court’s opinion in Fordice 
is still valid.” 


Roe v. Wade Overruled 

In June, the U.S. Supreme Court over- 
turned Roe v. Wade, holding that it 
does not protect the right to abortion 
on a federal level, giving the decision 
back to the states. 

In the state central to where Roe 
v. Wade’s upending began, Missis- 
sippi Attorney General Lynn Fitch 
enacted the state’s trigger law on 
June 27 that banned abortion 10 days 
after he certified the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s ruling. 

After the ban took effect on July 7, 
anyone who performs or attempts to 
perform an abortion will be charged 
with a felony punishable with a prison 
sentence of up to 10 years. Exceptions 
apply to cases ofrape, incest, or preg- 
nancy endangering the mother’s life. 

The Supreme Court ruling upheld 
a Mississippi law that bans abortion 
after 15 weeks of pregnancy, in addi- 
tion to overturning Roe. 

Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health 
Organization (JWHO) is named for 
Dr. Thomas Dobbs, the Mississippi 
state health officer for the Mississippi 
Department of Health. Dobbs wasn't 
involved in the case that was initially 
named Jackson Women’s Health Or- 
ganization v. Currier, named for Dr. 
Mary Currier, the health officer who 
preceded Dobbs. 


Where It Began 

The JWHO in Jackson, Mississippi, 
the state’s only operating abortion 
clinic, sued the state over the Ges- 
tational Age Act, which only allows 
for abortions after 15 weeks of gesta- 
tion in case of medical emergencies 
or severe fetal abnormality. 

The Gestational Age Act was signed 
into lawin March 2018 before JWHO 
filed suit against the state challeng- 
ing the constitutionality of the leg- 
islation, arguing that the law went 
against the court’s 1973 Roe v. Wade 
ruling that women had a right to 
abortion based on the premise of the 
right to privacy as a constitutionally 
protected right. 

Those who are pro-life and many 
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The Jackson Women’s Health Organization in Jackson, Miss., on July 6, 2022. 


There is still 
a Mississippi 
Supreme 
Court opinion 
that holds 
that the 
Mississippi 
Constitution 
protects 

the right to 
abortion. 
Aaron Rice, director, 


Mississippi Justice 
Institute 


legal scholars have argued that the 
Supreme Court’s interpretation of the 
14th Amendment providing a funda- 
mental right to privacy, protecting a 
women’s right to abortion, was too 
great a leap of interpretation. 

AUS. District Court Judge Carlton 
Reeves, appointed by former Presi- 
dent Barack Obama, ruled in favor 
of JWHO in November 2018, which 
blocked the 15-week ban. 

In December 2018, the state ap- 
pealed Reeves’s decision to the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit, 
which later upheld Reeves’s decision. 

The state then appealed the Fifth 
Circuit's decision to the U.S. Supreme 
Court in June 2020, which ruled in 
favor of the state and overturned Roe 
v. Wade on June 24. 

The 1998 Mississippi Supreme 
Court’s opinion in the Fordice case 
“relied heavily” upon the U.S. Su- 
preme Court’s holding and reason- 
ingin Roe and Casey, which paved 


the way for restrictions. 

Rice said MJI is confident it will 
either overrule or hold that Fordice 
is no longer good law because the 
overruling of Roe and Casey “should 
fatally undermine Fordice.” 

The lawsuit was filed in the Chan- 
cery Court of Hinds County, Missis- 
sippi. The Mississippi Supreme Court 
will likely decide the case. 

“For 49 years, abortion policy 
was removed from the democrat- 
ic process and decided by federal 
courts,” Rice said. 

“Now, the U.S. Supreme Court 
has returned control over abortion 
policy back to the states, where it 
rightly belongs. But Mississippi's own 
courts have not yet had the chance 
to similarly relinquish control over 
abortion policy. Ifthe lawsuit is suc- 
cessful, Mississippi's courts will now 
recognize that abortion policy is for 
the people of Mississippi to decide, 
not the state’s judges.” 


Judge Rules Georgia Abortion Ban Invalid 


ZACHARY STIEBER 


A judge in Georgia on Nov. 

15 found the state’s ban on 
abortions unconstitutional 
and ordered authorities to stop 
enforcing it. 

Georgia House Bill 481, 
known as the LIFE Act, de- 
clared that unborn children 
were living people with rights 
and banned abortions once a 
heartbeat was detected. 

At the time it was enacted, 
though, key portions violated 
the U.S. Constitution and Su- 
preme Court precedent, prin- 
cipally the 1973 Roe v. Wade 
decision that concluded access 
to abortion was a constitu- 
tional right, Fulton County 
Superior Court Judge Robert 
McBurney said in a 15-page 
ruling. 

“At that time—the spring of 
2019—everywhere in America, 
including Georgia, it was un- 
equivocally unconstitutional 
for governments—federal, 
state, or local—to ban abor- 
tions before viability,” McBur- 
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A man walks past the Georgia C 
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apitol in Atlanta on Jan. 17, 2021. 


ney said. “And yet the LIFE 
Act, through Section 4, did 
just that: a doctor faced with a 
request to end a pre-viability 
pregnancy, i.e., at a time when 
the fetus absolutely could not 
survive outside the mother’s 
womb, would be committing 
a felony if she honored her 
patient’s wishes.” 

A federal judge made the 
same decision in an earlier 
case but the order was over- 
turned by an appeals court af- 
ter the Supreme Court reversed 
Roe in its June ruling in Dobbs 
v. Jackson Women’s Health Or- 
ganization. Under Georgia law, 
however, the timing of a new 
law being enacted determines 
constitutional tests. 

The Legislature may pass a 
new ban since Dobbs changed 
the Supreme Court precedent 
but “only after our Legislature 
determines in the sharp glare 
of public attention that will 
undoubtedly and properly 
attend such an important and 
consequential debate whether 
the rights of unborn children 


justify such a restriction on 
women’s right to bodily auton- 
omy and privacy,” McBurney 
said. 

He declared that authorities 
are enjoined from enforcing 
the post-heartbeat ban on 
abortion. Authorities have to 
refer to an earlier law, which 
bans abortions after 19 weeks 
unless a doctor deems an 
abortion necessary to avert 
the death or “serious risk of 
substantial and irreversible 
physical impairment of a major 
bodily function of the pregnant 
woman,” or to preserve the life 
of an unborn child. 

The case against the ban was 
brought by the American Civil 
Liberties Union, Planned Par- 
enthood, and other groups. 

“We celebrate this victory in 
Georgia that restores the right 
to abortion and reproduc- 
tive freedom,” Alexis McGill 
Johnson, president and CEO of 
Planned Parenthood, said ina 
statement. 

Georgia Attorney General 
Chris Carr, a Republican, has 
filed notice to the state Su- 
preme Court that he’ll appeal 
the ruling. 

“We have filed a notice of 
appeal and will continue to 
fulfill our duty to defend the 
laws of our state in court,” Kara 
Richardson, a spokesperson for 
Carr, told The Epoch Times via 
email. 

“Today’s ruling places the 
personal beliefs of a judge over 
the will of the legislature and 
people of Georgia,” the office 
of Republican Georgia Gov. 
Brian Kemp stated. “The state 
has already filed a notice of 
appeal, and we will continue 
to fight for the lives of Georgia’s 
unborn children.” 


Hobbs’s Lead Over Lake Narrows 
in Arizona Gubernatorial Race 


ZACHARY STIEBER 


Republican Kari Lake has nar- 
rowed Arizona Secretary of State 
Katie Hobbs’s lead in the state’s 
race for governor in a Nov. 15 
update. 

Hobbs’s lead of 19,382 nar- 
rowed to 17,249, according to 
unofficial results from the office 
of Hobbs, a Democrat, based 
on new reports from Maricopa 
County and other jurisdic- 
tions. Hobbs gained nearly 9,700 
votes in the new tranche, while 
Lake gained 11,829. 

Hobbs now has 1.276 million 
votes, while Lake now has 1.259 
million. The margin between the 
candidates is about 0.6 percent, 
close to recount territory. 

Under anew Arizona law, a re- 
count is triggered if the margin 
is at or below 0.5 percent when 
all the votes are counted.’ 

Some 27,545 uncounted ballots 
remain, according to the office of 
Hobbs, who is Arizona’s top elec- 
tion official. That estimate may 
not be reliable, however—the es- 
timate was 28,033 before the lat- 
est count, but more than 20,000 
votes were reported. 

According to the estimate, 11 
Arizona counties have ballots 
that need counting. Maricopa 
County, with 12,277, has the most 
uncounted ballots. 

However, according to the 
Maricopa County election web- 
site, 16,830 ballots still need to 
be counted. 

The secretary of state site “only 
shows votes for the named candi- 
dates on the ballot,” a Maricopa 
County spokesperson told The 
Epoch Times via email. “Write- 
ins, undervotes, and overvotes 
are tallied in our totals.” 

A spokesperson for the sec- 


retary of state’s office didn’t re- 
spond by press time to a request 
for comment. 

Hobbs declared victory this 
week after media outlets, includ- 
ing The Associated Press, called 
the race for her. Lake hasn’t con- 
ceded. 


Under a new 
Arizona law, a 
recount is triggered 
if the margin is at or 
below 0.5 percent 
when all the votes 
are counted. 


“I want to thank the voters of 
Arizona for entrusting me with 
this immense responsibility. It is 
truly the honor ofa lifetime, and 
I will do everything in my power 
to make you proud,” Hobbs said 
on Nov. 15 at what was described 
as a victory rally. 

“For those Arizonans who 
didn’t vote for me, know that I 
will work just as hard for you.” 

Lake shared a post on Twit- 
ter from Floyd Brown, founder 
of the Western Journal news 
website. 

“Spent hours last night working 
with Lake team on a continuing 
war for Arizona. She will not go 
quietly into the night. She in- 
tends to stand and fight,” Brown 
wrote. 

“She knew when she entered 
this race that it would be tough. 
Her opponents lack her courage. 
She is fighting for us.” 

The winner will succeed Re- 
publican Gov. Doug Ducey, who 
was prohibited by term limit laws 
from seeking reelection. 
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Bankman-Fried’s 
FTX Bankruptcy 
Looms Large on 2023 
Congressional Agenda 


CONTINUED FROM Al 


It initially appeared that approxi- 
mately 100,000 creditors would be 
affected by the bankruptcy, but an 
amendment to the filing states that 
the total may actually be closer to 
1 million. 

“The recent collapse of FTX is a 
loud warning bell that cryptocur- 
rencies can fail, and just like we saw 
with over-the-counter derivatives 
that led to [the 2008] financial crisis, 
these failures can have a ripple ef- 
fect on consumers and other parts of 
our financial system. The cryptocur- 
rency market's continued turmoil is 
why we must think carefully about 
how to regulate cryptocurrencies 
and their role in our economy,” Sen. 
Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio), Senate 
Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs chairman, said 
ina statement. 

“Tt is crucial that our financial 
watchdogs look into what led to 
FTX’s collapse so we can fully un- 
derstand the misconduct and abus- 
es that took place. I will continue to 
work with them to hold bad actors 
in crypto markets accountable. I’m 
committed to finding the best path 
forward to protect consumers and 
the stability ofthe U.S. markets and 
banking system.” 

Sen. Pat Toomey (R-Pa.), the rank- 
ing minority member of the Senate 
panel, is retiring, as is the next Re- 


publican in line, Sen. Richard Shelby 
(R-Ala.). 

Sen. Mike Crapo (R-Idaho), who's 
expected to succeed Toomey as the 
top Republican on the committee, 
couldn’t be reached for comment. 

On the House side, with Republi- 
cans poised to regain control when 
the 118th Congress convenes on Jan. 
3, 2023, Rep. Patrick McHenry (R- 
N.C.) is likely to take over from Rep. 
Maxine Waters (D-Calif.) as House 
Financial Services chair. 

Aspokesman for Waters didn’t re- 
spond to The Epoch Times’ request 
for comment. 

“For years, I have advocated for 
Congress to develop a clear regu- 
latory framework for the digital 
asset ecosystem, including trad- 
ing platforms,” McHenry said in a 
statement. “The recent events show 
the necessity of congressional ac- 
tion. It’s imperative that Congress 
establish a framework that ensures 
Americans have adequate protec- 
tions while also allowing innovation 
to thrive here in the U.S.” 

But new regulations to cover the 
emerging cryptocurrency field of 
financial activity won't be the only 
focus of the coming congressional 
attention to the issue, thanks to the 
role of its chief competitor and the 
extensive political contributions of 
the failed exchange’s CEO, Bank- 
man-Fried, and his close associate 
Ryan Salame. 
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Sam Bankman-Fried speaks onstage at a charity event in New York on 


June 23, 2022. 
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Rise and fall of crypto exchange FTX 


As The Epoch Times previously 
reported, the FTX crash began 
when the top executive of its big- 
gest competitor, Binance, made 
statements on Twitter question- 
ing the solidity of Bankman-Fried’s 
position. 

Binance CEO Changpeng 
Zhao’s posted messages also an- 
nounced that it was getting rid of 
its holdings in an FTX entity. 

“We will try to do so in a way that 
minimizes market impact. Due to 
market conditions and limited li- 
quidity, we expect this will take 
a few months to complete,” Zhao 
said. 

The political contributions will 
be a focus because Bankman- 
Fried, whose personal worth was 
estimated at $16 billion prior to the 
bankruptcy filing, has been a pro- 
lific donor to Democrats in Congress 
and on the national political scene. 

He gave nearly $40 million during 
the 2022 election cycle, according 
to OpenSecrets.org, making him 
the sixth-largest individual politi- 
cal contributor in the country and 
the second-largest Democrat con- 
tributor. 

The biggest chunk of Bankman- 
Fried’s largesse, $27 million, went to 
a Democratic political action com- 
mittee, Protect Our Future. He gave 
$5 million to President Joe Biden’s 
2020 campaign. He has also said 
that he might give as much as $1 
billion to Biden and the Democrats 
during the 2024 campaign. 

But he also gave to a few Republi- 
cans, including Sen. John Hoeven 
(R-N.D.) and Sen. John Boozman 
(R-Ark.). 
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It isn’t uncommon for corporate 
special interests to give campaign 
contributions to both sides in politi- 
cal races, and FTX was no different 
in that respect. Salame, who was 
CEO of FTX Digital Markets, Inc., 
was a prolific Republican donor, 
with a total of nearly $24 million, ac- 
cording to OpenSecrets.org. Those 
contributions made Salame the 
14th-largest individual donor in 
the 2022 cycle and the 10th largest 
among the Republicans. 

At least two recipients of contri- 
butions from Bankman-Fried- or 
Salame-linked sources—Rep. Kev- 
in Hern (R-Okla.) and Rep. Chuy 
Garcia (D-Calif.)—have reportedly 
either returned the funds or trans- 
ferred them to charities. 

Within hours of the FTX bank 
ruptcy, social media was alive with 
claims that Bankman-Fried was 
part of an elaborate operation in 
which billions of U.S. tax dollars 
given by Biden and Congress as aid 
to Ukraine in its defense against the 
Russian military invasion were sub- 
sequently reinvested in the crypto- 
currency entity and then doled out 
to Democrats. 

Brian Darling, former general 
counsel to Sen. Rand Paul (R-Ky.) 
and now head of Liberty Govern- 
ment Affairs, expressed doubt about 
the claims. 

“The whole theory of FTX hav- 
ing a link to the Democratic Party 
and Ukraine is one that needs to 
be looked at to either dispel a con- 
spiracy theory or to see if there were 
any shenanigans. Way too early to 
take these allegations to the bank,” 
Darling told The Epoch Times. 


Thanksgiving Meal Costs a Record-Breaking $64.05 This Year 


CONTINUED FROM Al 


by nearly 70 percent to $3.88. Five 
pounds of russet potatoes have also 
surged by 23 percent to $3.64. 

For the cranberry lovers in your 
family, however, the price of a 
12-ounce bag of fresh cranberries 
tumbled by 14 percent to $2.57. 

“General inflation slashing the 
purchasing power of consumers is 
a significant factor contributing to 
the increase in average cost of this 
year’s Thanksgiving dinner,” Roger 
Cryan, chief economist of the AFBF, 
said in a statement. “Other contrib- 
uting factors to the increased cost 
for the meal include supply-chain 
disruptions and the war in Ukraine. 
The higher retail turkey cost at the 
grocery store can also be attributed 
to a slightly smaller flock this year, 
increased feed costs, and lighter 
processing weights.” 

The U.S. annual inflation rate 
eased to 7.7 percent in October, but 
the food index advanced to 10.9 per- 
cent year-over-year. Supermarket 
prices also climbed by 12.4 percent. 

Most food items listed in the Bu- 
reau of Labor Statistics’ Consumer 
Price Index have increased at ex- 
ceptional rates over the past year, 
such as bread (14.8 percent), chicken 
(14.5 percent), eggs (43 percent), 
lettuce (17.7 percent), oranges (10.8 
percent), and coffee (14.8 percent). 

Cryan noted that whole turkeys 
should be available to consumers 
this year. However, he warned that 
there might be temporary shortages 


in some parts of the country where 
bird flu has been detected over the 
past 12 months. 

Earlier this month, Secretary of 
Agriculture Tom Vilsack told report- 
ers that trying to purchase 20-pound 
turkeys at supermarkets might be 
challenging this year because “some 
of the turkeys that are being raised 
right now for Thanksgiving may 
not have the full amount of time 
to get to 20 pounds.” He noted that 
households might need to settle 
with smaller birds because they’re 
more likely to be in stock. 


Bird Flu and Diesel Prices 

The highly pathogenic avian influ- 
enza (HPAI) virus has decimated 
poultry farmers in 2022 as the ill- 
ness has been ubiquitous through- 
out the year. Typically, the bird flu 
has been around during the colder 
months, but commercial turkey 
producers discovered the disease 
in July, which is a critical time be- 
cause this is when they begin rais- 
ing flocks for both Thanksgiving 
and Christmas. 

The unprecedented bird flu out- 
breaks aren’t only concentrated 
in the United States. They’ve been 
found worldwide, including in Can- 
ada, Europe, and Asia. Researchers 
warn that the virus is spreading in 
wild birds, making it harder to con- 
tain. 

“All of us are feeling the pain of 
higher prices at the grocery store,” 
AFBF President Zippy Duvall said 
in a statement. “HPAI outbreaks in 


Frozen turkeys 
inside a grocery 
store in New York 
on Nov. 14, 2022. 
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> The average cost ofa 
Thanksgiving feast for 
10 people is up 20 per- 
cent from last year, 
according to the Farm 
Bureau. 
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the spring and an uptickin cases in 
the fall are taking a toll, but farm- 
ers remain dedicated to ensuring 
America’s food supply remains 
strong.” 

On top of the bird flu, farmers 
are also contending with soaring 
diesel costs. 

According to the American Au- 
tomobile Association, the national 
average for a gallon of diesel is up 
by 47 percent from last year to $5.35. 
But some jurisdictions are dealing 
with higher prices than the national 
average, such as California ($6.25), 
Pennsylvania ($6.17), New York ($6), 
and Massachusetts ($5.95). 

The current upward trend in 
diesel prices has been caused by 
seasonal demand, lower domestic 
production capacity, and the pro- 
hibition on U.S. imports of Russian 
petroleum. Since 2019, U.S. diesel 


output capacity has tumbled by 
180,000 barrels per day, while sev- 
eral plants have shuttered in recent 
years. 

Overall, the growing cost of diesel 
has weighed on farmers and the na- 
tion’s food supply, Duvall says. 

“Our nation’s food supply is driven 
by diesel,” Duvall wrote in a letter 
to President Joe Biden earlier this 
month. “Every input that arrives on 
our farms and ranches is transport- 
ed by a diesel engine, whether that 
is by boat or barge, rail or truck. Our 
crops are planted by diesel engines 
and harvested by diesel engines. 
High diesel prices are severely im- 
pacting our farmers and ranchers, 
causing increased costs to consum- 
ers, and adding to food insecurity.” 


Consumers Are Adapting 

With households tightening their 
belts amid an elevated cost ofliving, 
shoppers are finding alternatives to 
expensive Thanksgiving dinners or 
costly turkeys. 

A survey conducted by OnePoll 
on behalf of the nonprofit Farm 
Forward found that 64 percent of 
Americans might choose to gobble 
up plant-based dishes or serve less 
meat this Thanksgiving. 

According to a poll from Personal 
Capital, 33 percent plan to substitute 
the turkey centerpiece with pizza. But 
a quarter of Americans revealed they 
would pass on Thanksgiving this year 
to save money. Others are bargain 
hunting, using coupons, skipping 
traveling, and comparing prices. 


\8 | NATION 


THURSDAY, NOV. 17,2022 THE EPOCH TIMES 


The Age of Easy 
Money Is Over 


JEFFREY A. TUCKER 


Commentary 

What began in 2008 and contin- 
ued for the better part of 14 years 
appears finally to be coming to an 
end. The era of cheap money and 
credit is over. 

It’s hard to wrap one’s brain 
around the implications. It will 
affect all of business life and 
personal finances. It will dramati- 
cally change financial decisions 
and also affect the culture. It’s 
going to amount to a return to 
good sense, value investing, and 
companies that have to actually 
make a profit the old-fashioned 
way. 

I’m not just talking about lay- 
offs in Big Tech. But those are 
very real. Amazon is laying off 
10,000 workers in management 
layers—which everyone in corpo- 
rate America knows are the most 
useless people in any business. 
They got puffed up beyond rea- 
sonable size completely because 
of seemingly infinite resources 
and forever rising stock valuations 
based on nothing but inflated 
reputations. 

Such cutbacks are occurring 
in every major company that 
reached a gargantuan size. Twitter 
was just the beginning because 
soon after, Facebook (sorry, Meta) 
announced the same, while many 
other companies that lived off 
ad revenue on the internet are 
experiencing the profitability 
squeeze as we headed into a solid 
recession (it will become obvious 
within months that we are already 
there). 

It also affects real estate, the 
residential markets of which are 
already freezing up. And com- 
mercial real estate in big cities is 
similarly affected, particularly 
offices that are still only half-full. 
Lacking a buyers’ market, prices 
will have to come down relative 
to where they are today, though 
they’re likely to remain inflated 
overvaluations from 2019 because 
of persistent inflation that’s only 
very gradually calming down. 

The huge issue today concerns 
the rate of return on the safest 
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> The U.S. published 
national debt is cur- 
rently over $31 trillion, 
according to Truth in 
Accounting. 
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place to park and move money, 
namely U.S. debt. For nearly a 
decade and a half now, short-term 
interest rates have been negative, 
which is without precedent. It 
amounts to the loosest-possible 
monetary policy. By incentiviz- 
ing capital to chase anything but 
safety and discouraging savings 
in all forms, finance received a 
huge boost. But so did everything 
else, including crypto. 

Looking back, it seems obvious 
that the craze for extreme risk, 
the who-cares attitude about 
the pace of business expansion, 
the magic-beans environment 
of digital tech, the claims that 
society has somehow managed 
to commoditize attention with- 
out committing resources, not to 
mention out-of-control govern- 
ment spending—all of this was 
propped up by zero-interest rate 
policies adopted after the last 
housing market crash. 

The innovation perhaps seemed 
costless at the time. Then-Federal 
Reserve Chair Ben Bernanke 
came up with the idea: Drive rates 
to zero to spare the financial sys- 
tem and macroeconomic environ- 
ment but suppress the normal in- 
flation that would follow through 
an accounting trick. The Fed 
would pay a higher than market 
rate to banks to keep their assets 
at the central bank, which would 
lock them away to keep them from 
creating inflationary pressure. 
For this great innovation, he was 
heralded as a genius. 

What was the downside? For a 
while, it seemed like there was 
none. Savings didn’t fully col- 
lapse beyond their previous level 
simply because inflation was in 
check. And yet, keeping money in 
Treasurys was no place for re- 
turn. So money and capital went 
on a wild hunt for the whole of 
the 2010s, times when anything 
seemed possible both in finance 
and government. Rates were zero, 
homes were affordable, and credit 
was plentiful for everything and 
everyone. 

Every kid could go to any col- 
lege and rack up six figures of 
debt while learning quasi-Marxist 
social theory, and porting that 
over to the workplace where 
high-flying fancy firms would 
employ them at high salaries to 
be clever on Slack and otherwise 
push “woke” philosophy. It was 
in this period that academia was 
flush with money and no longer 


had to worry about customers, so 
it began the great purge of con- 
servative thinkers or anyone who 
disputed any aspect of the new 
religion. 

So too it went in the corporate 
world, which came to dismiss old- 
fashioned concerns such as serv- 
ing customers and stockholders, 
and instead pushed philanthropy 
and alignment with social and 
climate justice. It was an environ- 
ment of infinite plenty that en- 
couraged this simply because the 
possibilities seemed limitless and 
there seemed to be no costat all. 

It was precisely during this pe- 
riod of paper-fueled illusion that 
the strategies of ESG (environ- 
mental, social, and governance) 
and DEI (diversity, equity, and in- 
clusion) were adopted by the best 
and brightest as central concerns 
in corporate life, and the experts 
at the World Economic Forum 
were on hand to pronounce that 
balancing the books isn’t nearly 
as important as signaling all the 
right virtues. Media backed up the 
craze at every step. 

All of this was made possible by 
Bernanke’s plan. To appreciate 
how radical it was, we can adjust 
the federal funds rate by inflation 
and look back to the end of World 
War II and see. Rates very rarely 
went into negative territory except 
in the 1970s owing to high infla- 
tion. But once that problem was 
fixed, rates rewarded savers and 
kept economic rationality at the 
forefront from the 1980s to 1990s. 

Those times were denounced as 
cowboy capitalism but the truth 
is that savings were high and 
value investing was popular. The 
prosperity of those years was ona 
firmer footing than anything that 
followed. 

After 2008, all bets were off. 

We plunged ever further into the 
abyss of negative rates. The Fed 
itself ballooned up a balance 
sheet as never before—effectively 
stuffing underperforming assets 
in every closet and also filling up 
the basement. 

It was unsustainable, obviously, 
and the Fed planned an escape 
that began in 2019. It didn’t last 
because of the pandemic re- 
sponse, which called on the Fed 
to do the unthinkable. It went 
crazier than before. This time, the 
destination of the new money was 
different. Instead of cold storage, 
the new money flooded the streets 
as hot money to spend right away. 


The Bernanke chicken finally 
came home to roost 14 years later, 
following massive damage to 
economic structures, financial 
markets, time horizons, and the 
culture at large. Everything awful 
had enjoyed a vast financial sub- 
sidy: bogus corporate ideological 
binging, fake credentialing, fash- 
ionable socialistic philosophiz- 
ing, and bad science. Bernanke’s 
seemingly costless policy created 
a world unhinged from reality. 

After all these years, we now 
see the cost in intolerable levels 
of inflation. The Fed needs to put 
an end to it by driving real rates 
above zero. That’s going to require 
far more than what it has done so 
far. To really repair the damage 
will require many years of restora- 
tion of balance sheets, a reshuf- 
fling of the workforce from fake to 
real jobs, and a return of sanity in 
financial markets and corporate 
culture. 

Will current Fed Chair Jerome 
Powell do it? It’s very likely. He 
doesn’t want his legacy to be the 
central banker who devastated 
the dollar’s value. He wants to be 
remembered as a Paul Volcker 
who made the hard choices even 
as the whole world was screaming 
at him. Wall Street today keeps 
hoping for some respite from the 
war on inflation but they’re hop- 
ing against hope. Powell still has a 
very long way to go. 

Thus does the new era of tight 
money begin. I can’t think ofa 
better poetic ending to the age of 
excess than the disgrace of the sil- 
ly man Sam Bankman-Fried and 
his merry band of hucksters who 
bamboozled the whole of the rul- 
ing class into believing that they 
had some kind of Midas touch to 
mint money to fund all the causes 
the hard left sees as holy. FTX died 
a quick and fabulous death, and 
with it the dreams of a fully woke 
pool of infinite funding. 

The transition to reality from 
fantasy is going to be extremely 
painful, not just financially 
but psychologically for a whole 
generation that imagined they 
could live a life untethered from 
all norms and rules of the past. 
The truth is that the dollar-based 
world has been living a 14-year lie. 
That truth is going to be a hard pill 
to swallow, harder to digest than 
Adderall, more difficult to play 
than League of Legends, but much 
more in keeping with a sustain- 
able prosperity in the long run. 
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TikTok 


The TikTok logo outside a TikTok 
office in Culver City, Calif., 
on Aug. 27, 2020. 


TikTok Is a 
National Security 
Threat: FBI 
Director Wray 


ANDREW THORNEBROOKE 


Social media giant TikTok 
presents a unique threat to ULS. 
national security because of its 
ties to communist China, ac- 
cording to FBI Director Chris- 
topher Wray. 

Speaking during a hearing of 
the House Homeland Security 
Committee, Wray said TikTok, 
which is owned by Chinese 
company ByteDance, poses 
significant national security 
concerns to the United States. 

“I would say that we do have 
national security concerns, at 
least from the FBI's [perspec- 
tive], about TikTok,” Wray said. 

“They include the possibility 
that the Chinese government 
could use it to control data 
collection on millions of users 
or control the recommenda- 
tion algorithm, which could be 
used for influence operations 
if they so chose, or to control 
software on millions of devices 
which gives it opportunity to 
potentially technically com- 
promise personal devices.” 


I would say that 
we do have national 
security concerns, 
at least from the 
FBI's [perspective], 
about TikTok. 


Christopher Wray, 
director, FBI 


Wray delivered the com- 
ments in response to a line 
of questioning by Rep. Diana 
Harshbarger (R-Tenn.), who 
asked if the Chinese Commu- 
nist Party (CCP), which rules 
China as a single-party state, 
was actively using ByteDance 
or TikTok to surveil U.S. citi- 
zens. 

The questions directly ref- 
erenced reporting in October 
from Forbes, which uncovered 
a plot by China-based employ- 
ees at TikTok to surveil the 
location and personal informa- 
tion of specific Americans for 
no known reason. 

In addition to the already 
chilling effect of being sur- 
veilled, the report has shed 
light on TikTok’s problematic 
relationship with ByteDance, 
as CCP laws require any data 
stored within China or by 
China-owned companies to 
be handed over to the CCP if 
deemed an issue of national 
security. This means that any 
data TikTok stores in China 
or sends to ByteDance could 
be obtained and exploited by 
the CCP. 

Wray declined to comment 
openly about whether the 
CCP was directly using either 
company to undermine U.S. 
national security or what such 
operations might look like. 
However, he said he could de- 
liver classified information to 
the committee to help inform 
its judgments about the issue. 

“As to what is actually hap- 
pening, actually being done, 
that’s probably something 
that would be better ad- 
dressed in a closed, classi- 
fied setting,” Wray said. “It is 
certainly something that is on 
our radar.” 

Representatives for TikTok 
didn’t respond by press time to 
a request by The Epoch Times 
for comment. 


US Panel Urges Formation of Sanctions Body 
to Deter China’s ‘Hostile Action’ Against Taiwan 


ALDGRA FREDLY 


A top congressional advisory body 
has urged the United States to form 
an interagency committee tasked 
with issuing sanctions in the event 
that China engages in “hostile ac- 
tions” against Taiwan. 

The U.S.-China Economic and Se- 
curity Review Commission (USCC) 
released its annual report on Nov. 
15, stating that the Chinese Com- 
munist Party (CCP) has taken “a sig- 
nificantly more aggressive stance” 
toward Taiwan. 

The panel urged Congress to 
“enact legislation creating a per- 
manent interagency committee” 
charged with developing plans for 
sanctions or other economic mea- 
sures in the event of “a Chinese 
attack, blockade, or other hostile 
action against Taiwan.” 

The committee would also evalu- 
ate the potential economic and 
political consequences of various 
options and coordinate their imple- 
mentation, according to the USCC. 

The panel suggested that the com- 
mittee include members from the 
State Department, Treasury Depart- 
ment, Commerce Department, De- 
fense Department, and the Depart- 
ment of Homeland Security. 

According to the report, China 
may view Russian sanctions as an 
example of the potential reper- 
cussions for its own aggression 
against Taiwan, prompting China 
to “accelerate ongoing efforts to 
harden its economy against sanc- 
tions and undermine the dollar- 
led financial system.” 

“With a globalized economy that 
is still heavily dollar dependent, 
China is highly susceptible to for- 
eign sanctions,” the USCC report 
reads. 

“At the same time, the breadth 
and depth of U.S. and U.S. allies and 
partners’ sanctions on Russia would 
be far more difficult to achieve on 
China without significant disrup- 
tion to many key supply chain net- 
works due to the size and global in- 
tegration of the Chinese economy.” 

Washington could target Chinese 
transactions given that China’s im- 
ports are subject to two “choke- 
points’—the interbank communi- 
cation system SWIFT and the U.S. 
dollar clearing system known as 
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The Capitol in Washington on 
Dec. 10, 2018. 


Taiwanese 
military personnel 
take partina 
military exercise 
that simulates 
China’s People’s 
Liberation Army 
invading the island 
in New Taipei City, 
Taiwan, on 

July 27, 2022. 


China is 
highly 
susceptible 

to foreign 
sanctions. 
U.S.-China Economic 


and Security Review 
Commission 
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Taiwanese sailors salute the island’s flag at the Tsoying naval base in Kaohsiung, 
Taiwan, on Jan. 31, 2018. 


CHIPS—the USCC stated. 

“While China’s central bank has 
launched the Cross-Border Inter- 
bank Payment System (CIPS) as an 
alternative for financial messaging 
and interbank payments, its network 
of participating institutions remains 
too limited for CIPS to be a tool to 
circumvent SWIFT altogether,” the 
report reads. 


Taiwan Military Spending 

The recommendation also proposes 
establishing a joint planning mech- 
anism and encouraging increases in 
Taiwan’s defense spending to ensure 
that the island is arming itself to the 
best of its ability. 

China seeks to isolate Taiwan 
from the rest of the world through 
diplomatic, economic, and military 
coercion, USCC Chair Alex Wong 
said during a meeting introduc- 
ing the report’s publication. The 
regime’s goal is to compel Taiwan 
into accepting communist rule by 


US Allocates Over $66 Million for 
Construction at Philippine Military Bases 


ALDGRA FREDLY 


The United States will provide $66.5 
million over the next two years for 
construction projects at Philippine 
military bases as both nations seek to 
jointly address security challenges, 
a Filipino defense official said on 
Nov. 15. 

The projects, part of the Enhanced 
Defense Cooperation Agreement 
(EDCA), will be implemented at 
three Philippine military bases be- 
ginning next year, Department of 
National Defense spokesman Ar- 
senio Andolong said. 

The EDCA, which was signed in 
2014, allows U.S. troops to construct 
facilities and preposition aircraft 
and vessels on five Philippine mili- 
tary bases. 

Andolong said the projects will in- 
clude the construction of training 
facilities, warehouses, and other 
facilities at Cesar Basa Air Base in 
Pampanga, Fort Ramon Magsaysay 
in Nueva Ecija, and Lumbia Airport 
Base Station in Cagayan de Oro. 

He reaffirmed his nation’s commit- 
ment to implementing projects and 
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Philippine President 
Ferdinand Marcos ur. 
delivers his first State 
of the Nation Address 
before lawmakers 

at the House of 
Representatives in 
Manila, Philippines, on 
July 25, 2022. 


exploring new sites to bolster their 
mutual defense posture. Both sides 
also agreed to discuss future projects 
under the EDCA, a state-run news 
agency reported. 

“The Philippines and the U.S. have 
maintained dialogue to discuss 
the implementation of the Mutual 
Defense Treaty and ensure that it 
remains relevant to address con- 
temporary security challenges,” 
Andolong said. 


Ahead of Harris’s Visit 
The announcement comes ahead 
of a visit by U.S. Vice President Ka- 
mala Harris to the Philippine island 
of Palawan on Nov. 22, which will 
make her the highest-ranking U.S. 
official ever to visit the island. 
Palawan Island lies along the dis- 
puted South China Sea, which China 
claims almost entirely, despite com- 
peting claims by other nations. 
Harris will meet with her Philip- 
pine counterpart, Philippine Vice 
President Sara Duterte-Carpio, and 
Philippine President Ferdinand 
Marcos Jr. in Manila on Nov. 21 to 
discuss security alliances and eco- 


any means necessary. 

To that end, the United States and 
Taiwan would need to increase their 
cooperation to ensure their victory 
in the event ofa conflict with China, 
according to Wong. 

“We recommend the creation 
of an economic and security pre- 
paredness and resilience office to 
ensure that we ourselves are pre- 
pared to withstand and win long- 
term competition and conflict,” 
he said. 

The CCP claims that Taiwan is a 
rogue province of China that must 
be united with the mainland, and 
the regime refuses to rule out the use 
of force to achieve this goal. 

However, Taiwan has never been 
controlled by the CCP. The island 
nation has been self-governed since 
1949 and boasts a thriving democrat- 
ic government and market economy. 


Andrew Thornebrooke contributed 
to this report. 


nomic ties, according to a White 
House official. 

“This visit demonstrates the Biden- 
Harris administration’s commit- 
ment to stand with our Philippine 
ally in upholding the rules-based 
international maritime order in the 
South China Sea, supporting mari- 
time livelihoods, and countering il- 
legal, unregulated, and unreported 
fishing,” the official told reporters. 

The United States and the Philip- 
pines are allies under the 1951 Mu- 
tual Defense Treaty, which stipulates 
that the countries would defend each 
other if attacked. 

Earlier in September, Philippine 
envoy Jose Manuel Romualdez said 
U.S. forces would be allowed access 
to Philippine military bases during 
a Taiwan conflict if it was deemed 
“important” to Philippine security. 

“We want to ask both countries to 
lessen the tension by having more 
dialogue and then trying to resolve 
all of these issues because it’s in our 
part of the world,” Romualdez said in 
an interview with Nikkei Asia. 

China claims Taiwan as part ofits 
territory and has vowed to conquer it 
by force if necessary. But any attack 
on Taiwan could threaten Philippine 
security because of its proximity to 
Taiwan, which sits on the north side 
of the Luzon Strait. 
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China Experts, Canadian Politicians Weigh 


In on Xi’s Confrontation With Trudeau 


ISAAC TEO 


Canadian politicians and China ex- 
perts have offered their observations 
on Chinese leader Xi Jinping’s con- 
frontation with Canadian Prime Min- 
ister Justin Trudeau at the G-20 sum- 
mit on Nov. 16, when Xi told Trudeau 
thathe shouldn’thave “leaked” details 
of their conversation to the media the 
day before. 

“In exchanges like this, body lan- 
guage is extremely important,” Con- 
servative Sen. Leo Housakos of Que- 
bec wrote on Twitter on Nov. 16. 

Housakos was reacting to a com- 
ment by China expert Charles Bur- 
ton the same day that in one part of 
the exchange, Xi made a “menacing 
threat to Trudeau,” telling the prime 
minister that “otherwise it is hard to 
say what will happen.” 

“Couple Justin Trudeau's body lan- 
guage with the additional threat out- 
lined [by Burton] and there’s no way 
this can be characterized as anything 
other than our Prime Minister once 
again showing deference to a tyrant,” 
Housakos wrote. 

A video of the two leaders’ brief in- 
teraction was captured by reporters 
on the sidelines of the G-20 summit 
in Bali, Indonesia. 

“Everything we discuss has been 
leaked to the paper; that’s not appro- 
priate,” Xi told Trudeau through an 
interpreter. 

“That’s not how, the way the con- 
versation was conducted. If there is 
sincerity on your part...” 

In response, Trudeau talked about 
the importance of “free and open” 
dialogue. 

“We believe in free and open and 
frank dialogue and that is whatwewill 
continue to have. We will continue to 


look to work constructively together, 
but there will be things we will dis- 
agree on,” Trudeau said. 

“Let's create the conditions first,” Xi 
responded through the interpreter. 

Trudeau previously spoke to Xi on 
Nov. 15, and his office later said the 
prime minister had raised concerns 
about China’s interference in Canada, 
as well as media reports of unofficial 
Chinese police stations operating in 
Toronto. 

Trudeau's office said he and Xi had 
also spoken about North Korea’s 
missile launches, Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine, and the U.N. summit on 
biodiversity that China is hosting in 
Montreal next month. 

David Mulroney, Canada’s former 
ambassador to China, said the epi- 
sode was a “staged, public rebuke for 
the leader of a vassal state.” 

In Ottawa, Innovation Minister 
Francois-Philippe Champagne said 
hewas “pleased” that the prime min- 
ister was “standing up as he always 
does for Canada” and that “we won't 
tolerate these types of things with re- 
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Chinese leader Xi Jinping speaks with Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau on the sidelines of the G-20 
summit in Bali, Indonesia, on Nov. 16, 2022. 


spect to interference.” 
CCP Interference We believe in 
A Nov. 7 Global News report alleged free and open 
a the ae aioe ee and frank 
igence Service (CSIS) had warne * 
Trudeau and several cabinet minis- dialogue 
ters, inaseries of briefings and memos and that is 
oe in Head eae CCP ae what we will 
erence in Canada that can include p 
“covert funding to influence election continue to 
outcomes.” have. 
The report states that at least 11 . . 
candidates, whose party affiliations Canadian Prime 
en ; Minister Justin 
weren't disclosed, received CCP cam- Wudeau 
paign funding in the 2019 federal elec- 
tion. 
The Conservatives are calling on 


the Liberal government to disclose 
the identity of those 11 candidates. 
The Tories have been critical of the 
Liberals’ approach to China relations, 
including the cabinet’s abstention 
from voting in a House of Commons 
motion recognizing China’s persecu- 
tion of the Uyghur minority group as 
genocide. 

In recent comments about her gov- 
ernment’s soon-to-be-announced 
Indo-Pacific policy, Foreign Affairs 
Minister Mélanie Joly described 
China as “an increasingly disrup- 
tive global power,” saying it “seeks to 
shape the global environment into 
one that is more permissive for in- 
terests and values that increasingly 


depart from ours.” 

She acknowledged that China is 
guilty of human rights abuses, but 
said Canada also has trade ties with 
the country, saying she believes “in 
diplomacy.” 

“There’s $100 billion worth of trade 
with China,” Joly said. “We will chal- 
lenge China when we ought to, and 
we will cooperate with China when 
we must. Its sheer size and influence 
makes cooperation necessary to ad- 
dress the world’s existential pres- 
sures.” 


Andrew Chen, Peter Wilson, and The 
Canadian Press contributed to this 
report. 


Scientists Find Oldest Evidence 
of Controlled Use of Fire to Cook Food 


LIA ONELY 


The remains of fish analyzed by 
aninternational team ofscientists 
revealed the earliest signs of cook- 
ing by humans dating to 780,000 
years ago, predating available data 
by about 600,000 years. 

The finding, published by Na- 
ture, was made by researchers 
from the Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem, Tel Aviv University, 
and Bar-Ilan University, in col- 
laboration with the Steinhardt 
Museum of Natural History, Ora- 
nim Academic College, the Israel 
Oceanographic and Limnological 
Research institution, the Natural 
History Museum in London, and 
the Johannes Gutenberg Univer- 
sity in Mainz, Germany. 


‘Large Quantity of Fish’ 

Aclose analysis of the remains of 
a6 1/2-foot carp-like fish found at 
the Gesher Benot Ya’agov (GBY) 
archaeological site in Israel 
showed that the fish was cooked 
roughly 780,000 years ago. 

Previously, the earliest evidence 
of cooking was dated to about 
170,000 years ago. 

The GBY site is located in north- 
ern Israel just south of the Hula 
Valley, in the Dead Sea Rift. 

The study was led by Irit Zohar, a 
researcher at Tel Aviv University’s 
Steinhardt Museum of Natural 
History and curator of the Beit 
Margolin Biological Collections 
at Oranim Academic College; and 
Naama Goren-Inbar, Hebrew Uni- 
versity of Jerusalem professor and 
director of the excavation site. 

The research team also included 
Marion Prevost, with Hebrew Uni- 
versity of Jerusalem’s Institute of 
Archaeology; Nira Alperson-Afil, 
professor at Bar-Ilan University’s 
Department for Israel Studies and 
Archaeology; and Jens Najorka 
with the Natural History Museum 
in London. 

“The large quantity of fish re- 
mains found at the site proves 
their frequent consumption by 
early humans, who developed 
special cooking techniques,” Zo- 
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The Gesher Benot Ya’aqov excavation site near the Jordan River in Israel, in 


this undated photo. 


har and Prevost said in a written 
statement. These new findings 
demonstrate the importance of 
the freshwater habitat and the fish 
it contained for providing nutri- 
tion for the groups of people who 
settled there. 


Crystals From Enamel of Teeth 

In the study, the researchers fo- 
cused on pharyngeal teeth which 
are used to grind hard food such 
as shells that belong to fish from 
the carp family. These teeth were 
found in large quantities at differ- 
ent archaeological strata at the site. 

By studying the structure of the 
crystals that form the teeth enam- 
el—whose size increases through 
exposure to heat—the research- 
ers were able to prove that the fish 
caught at the ancient Hula Lake, 
adjacent to the site, were exposed 
to cooking temperatures rather 
than simply being burned on a 
fire. 

“We do not know exactly how 
the fish were cooked but given 
the lack of evidence of exposure 
to high temperatures, it is clear 
that they were not cooked directly 
in fire and were not thrown into 
a fire as waste or as material for 
burning,” Najorka said. 


‘Revolved Around Fireplaces’ 
“The fact that the cooking of fish 


is evident over such a long and 
unbroken period of settlement 
at the site indicates a continuous 
tradition of cooking food,” Goren- 
Inbar said. 

The research team said they 
believe the location of freshwa- 
ter areas—some of them in areas 
that have long since dried up and 
become arid deserts—provided 
drinking water, attracted ani- 
mals to the area, and enabled the 
people who lived there to catch 
fish in shallow water, a relatively 
safe task with a high nutritional 
reward. 

The first evidence of the use of 
fire at the site—the oldest such 
evidence in Eurasia—was first 
identified by Alperson-Afil. 

“The use of fire is a behavior 
that characterizes the entire con- 
tinuum of settlement at the site,” 
she said. “This affected the spatial 
organization of the site and the 
activity conducted there, which 
revolved around fireplaces.” 

The groups that lived there 
“made use of the rich array of 
resources provided by the an- 
cient Hula Valley,” Goren-Inbar 
said. “Their food sources ... were 
characterized by a rich diversity 
of plant species from the lake and 
its shores (including fruit, nuts, 
and seeds) and by many species 
of land mammals.” 


Baby Born in Philippines Announced 
as World’s 8 Billionth Person 


ALDGRA FREDLY 


The world’s population hit the 8 bil- 
lion mark on Nov. 15 with the birth 
of a baby girl in the Philippines. 

The newborn, named Vinice 
Mabansag, was born at 1:29 a.m. 
local time at the Dr. Jose Fabella 
Memorial Hospital in Manila, 
local media GMA News report- 
ed. Her birth was announced by 
the Philippines’ Commission on 
Population and Development on 
Facebook alongside photos of the 
child with her mother. 


Countries with 
the highest fertility 
levels tend to be 
those with the 
lowest income per 
capita. 

United Nations 


“We just witnessed the world’s 
8th billionth baby in the Philip- 
pines,” Dr. Romeo Bituin, the hos- 
pital’s chief of medical staff, told 
GMA News. 

“We waited around two hours 
starting 11 p.m. last night, and the 
baby was delivered at around 1:29 
a.m.,a normal spontaneous deliv- 
ery,” the doctor added. 

The United Nations had pre- 
dicted on Nov. 15 that the world’s 
population would reach 8 billion 
by the middle of November, which 
it described as “a milestone in hu- 
man development.” 

“The milestone is an occasion to 
celebrate diversity and advance- 
ments while considering human- 
ity’s shared responsibility for the 
planet,” U.N. Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres said in a state- 
ment. 

The U.N. attributed the popu- 
lation growth to the gradual in- 
crease in human lifespan owing 
to improvements in public health, 
nutrition, personal hygiene, and 
medicine, as well as the persistent 
fertility levels in some countries. 

Itsaid that while the global pop- 


ulation took 12 years to grow to 8 
billion from 7 billion, it will take 
about 15 years for it to reach 9 bil- 
lion, indicating that “the overall 
growth rate of global population 
is slowing.” 

“Countries with the highest fer- 
tility levels tend to be those with 
the lowest income per capita. 
Global population growth has 
therefore over time become in- 
creasingly concentrated among 
the world’s poorest countries, most 
of which are in sub-Saharan Af- 
rica,” it said. 


World’s Most Populous Country 
Asia accounts for half of the global 
population, with 2.3 billion people 
in Eastern and Southeastern Asia 
and 2.1 billion people in Central 
and Southern Asia, according to 
the U.N. World Population Pros- 
pects 2022 report. 

China and India accounted for 
most of Asia’s population, with 
about 1.43 billion and about 1.42 
billion, respectively. The report 
stated that India is projected to 
surpass China as the world’s most 
populous country next year. 

China abolished its one-child 
policy in 2016 and raised the birth 
limit to two. The country last year 
set a three-child limit in an effort 
to reverse declining birthrates and 
revitalize an aging population. 

Other populous nations include 
the United States (338 million), 
Indonesia (276 million), Pakistan 
(236 million), Nigeria (219 million), 
and Brazil (215 million), accord- 
ing to the U.S.-based Pew Research 
Center data. The Philippines has 
111 million people. 
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People crowd into a market in 
Mumbai, India, on April 3, 2022. 
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Tensions Easing as Leaders 
Walk Back Claims of Russian Strike on Poland 


CONTINUED FROM Al 


The incident had initially sparked 
concerns that Poland—and, by ex- 
tension, its NATO allies—could be 
dragged into the conflict between 
Russia and Ukraine, which began in 
late February when Moscow’s forces 
invaded its neighbor. 

On the evening of Nov. 15, a missile 
struck a grain-drying facility in the 
Polish village of Przewodow, killing 
two people. 

Przewodow sits roughly 3 1/2 miles 
from Poland’s 144-mile-long border 
with Ukraine, which borders Poland 
to the southeast. 

The incident occurred as Russian 
forces were striking positions in- 
side Ukrainian territory, prompt- 
ing speculation that Russia had fired 
the missile. 

For the past five weeks, Russia has 
launched intense drone and artil- 
lery strikes on Ukrainian energy 
infrastructure, leading to wide- 
spread power disruptions through- 
out the country. 


Concern in Eastern Europe 

Shortly after the missile struck Polish 
territory, Poland’s foreign ministry 
issued a statement claiming the pro- 
jectile was of Russian manufacture. 

Polish President Andrzej Duda 
told reporters that the missile was 
“most likely” of Russian origin. 

He added thatit was “highly likely” 
that his country, a NATO member, 
would invoke Article 4 of the NATO 
charter in response to the incident. 

Article 4 obliges alliance members 
to convene emergency talks if one of 
its numbers is faced with a signifi- 
cant security threat. 

Polish Prime Minister Mateusz 
Morawiecki said that Warsaw had 
raised the combat-readiness of “select- 
ed units” of the Polish armed forces. 

Other eastern European leaders 
were also quick to weigh in, with 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy calling the incident a 
“significant escalation.” 

Latvian Deputy Prime Minister 
Artis Pabriks called the strike “un- 
acceptable,” saying it could lead to 
more air-defense equipment be- 
ing sent to Ukraine and Poland by 
NATO. 

Lithuanian President Gitanas Nau- 
seda wrote on Twitter: “Every inch of 
#NATO territory must be defended!” 

Both Latvia and Lithuania have 
been NATO members since 2004. 


‘Frenzied Reaction’ 

Moscow was quick to deny that the 
missile had been fired by Russian 
forces, describing claims to the con- 
trary as a “deliberate provocation 
aimed at escalating the situation.” 
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Police officers 
search and patrol 
around the scene 
of a deadly missile 
explosion in Prze- 
wodow, Poland, on 
Nov. 16, 2022. 


We have no 
indication 
that this was 
the result of 
a deliberate 
attack and 
we have no 
indication 
that Russia 
is preparing 
offensive 
military 
actions 
against NATO. 


Jens Stoltenberg, 
secretary-general, 
NATO 


In a statement, the Russian 
Defense Ministry said its forces 
hadn’t struck any targets near Pol- 
ish territory. 

It added that all Russian strikes in 
Ukraine were confined to areas at 
least 22 miles from the Polish border. 

The ministry stated that images 
of the wreckage in Poland sug- 
gested the projectile was an “anti- 
aircraft guided missile of the S-300 
air-defense system” used by Ukrai- 
nian forces. 

Speaking on the Telegram messag- 
ing app, Dmitry Polyansky, head of 
Russia’s U.N. mission, warned ofan 
“attempt to provoke a direct military 
clash between Russia and NATO.” 

Soon afterward, Biden declared 
that “preliminary information” ap- 
peared to indicate that Russia hadn't 
fired the missile. 

USS. military officials agreed, cit- 
ing “initial findings” suggesting that 
Ukrainian air defenses had fired the 
missile to intercept Russian missiles. 

Speaking to reporters, Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov de- 
nounced countries that had made 
“baseless statements ... without hav- 
ing any idea of what happened.” 

“Such a frenzied reaction shows 
there is never a need to rush to judg- 
ment with statements that can esca- 


late the situation,” Peskov said, “es- 
pecially at such crucial moments.” 

In a rare compliment to the U.S. 
administration, Peskov said Biden 
had shown “restraint” in his initial 
response to the incident. 

“T invite you to note the rather re- 
strained reaction ofthe Americans, 
which contrasted with the absolute- 
ly hysterical reaction of the Polish 
side and a number of other coun- 
tries,” he said. 

Speaking the same day from Bali, 
Indonesia, Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan also said that Russia 
hadn't fired the missile. 

“Insisting that the missiles were 


Kremlin 
spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov 
moderates 
apress 
conference in 
Moscow on Dec. 
23,2021. 


Russian-made will exacerbate this 
issue,” he said, according to Russia’s 
TASS news agency. 

Calling for a detailed probe of the 
incident, Erdogan advised against 
what he described as “provoca- 
tions.” 

By the afternoon of Nov. 16, Polish 
officials stated that the incident had 
most likely been caused by a stray 
Ukrainian air-defense missile. 

Easing fears ofa widening conflict, 
Warsaw has also reportedly back- 
tracked on plans to invoke Article 4 
of the NATO charter. 


Reuters contributed to this report. 
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Unused pipe prepared for the proposed Keystone XL Pipeline sits in a lot outside Gascoyne, N.D., on Oct. 14, 2014. 
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Bidenomics: A Recipe for Disaster 


Reviewing the math: Biden would flunk Econ 101 


ANTONIO GRACEFFO 


The failure ofa red tidal 
i } wave to sweep the mid- 
im &} terms is concerning, 
, because it means that 
— the nation is in for at least 
“al” ~—s two more years of reckless 
spending. 


The sum expenditure in President Joe 
Biden’s three signature economic plans is 
just shy of $5 trillion. That number is larger 
than the GDP of any nation in the world 
except China. 

Biden’s three signature economic 
plans—the American Rescue Plan Act of 
2021, the Consolidated Appropriations Act 
of 2021, and the Inflation Reduction Act of 
2022—cost a combined nearly $5 trillion 
dollars. They contain contradictory poli- 
cies and goals, which will waste money, 
increase the debt, pump up the deficit, 
and make inflation worse. 

Shortly after assuming office in 2021, 
Biden shut down the Keystone pipeline. 
Roughly one year later, his plan for dealing 
with skyrocketing gas prices was to urge 
gas station owners to cut their prices. Even 
basic economic students know that the 
price of anything is dependent on supply 
and demand. Shutting down pipelines 
decreases the supply of oil and drives up 
prices. Democrats argue that because 
the Keystone pipeline hadn't yet begun 
operation, the oil supply was unaffected 
by the shutdown. But they’re missing the 


“lower your costs, not your wages.” 

Is it possible that the president doesn’t 
know that wages are a cost? Or, does he 
not understand that a basic profit calcula- 
tion is revenue minus cost? Does he not 
realize that since companies are in the 
business of trying to earn more profit, 
they’re constantly cutting costs and trying 
to find ways to operate more efficiently? 
It’s hard to believe that anyone hearing his 
message would go back to their company 
and introduce cost-cutting measures that 
no one had thought of before. 

Another cost-increasing Biden policy is 
the greenhouse gas pollution reduction 
target released in April 2021, calling for a 
50-52 percent reduction in pollution by 
2030. Biden claimed that using federal 
money to curb pollution will create “good- 
paying, union jobs.” It’s unclear how he 
knows that the jobs created will be union 
jobs or even be “good-paying.” What we 
do know from past experience is that in- 
creased pollution requirements will raise 
costs for most businesses. These costs will 
be passed on to consumers, as will any 
government debt incurred implementing 
these policies. 

In 2021, Biden passed the $1.9 tril- 
lion American Rescue Plan to restore some 
of the businesses and private incomes his 
COVID-19 lockdowns and vaccine man- 
dates destroyed. The lockdowns caused 


nearly 10 million Americans to lose their 
jobs, while small businesses suffered al- 
most 200,000 extra closures. In June 2021, 
6.2 million Americans were still unable to 
work because their places of employment 
had been shut down. 

The American Rescue Plan, which was 
meant to create jobs, included extended 
unemployment benefits. These wouldn't 
have been needed if the administra- 
tion could actually create jobs or if Biden 
hadn’t destroyed the jobs in the first place. 


Inflation is caused by government 
spending, government debt, and 
the government printing money, 
so it’s unclear how spending 
more government money will fix 
inflation. 


The American Rescue Plan also con- 
tinued eviction and foreclosure morato- 
riums—something that would have also 
been unnecessary if Biden had just let 
people work. Additionally, the program 
subsidized COVID-19 testing and vaccina- 
tion programs, which, in many instances, 
became a requirement for participating in 
public and economic life, further dampen- 
ing the country’s economic recovery. 
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The spending in the American Rescue 
Plan came in addition to nearly $900 
billion of stimulus included in the $2.3 
trillion Consolidated Appropriations Act 
of 2021. The enhanced unemployment 
benefits covered in the act added $300 
per week of federal money, on top of state 
unemployment checks, for up to 79 weeks. 
Unemployment benefits vary from state 
to state, but most states pay a maximum 
benefit equal to 50 percent of income for a 
maximum of 26 weeks. With the addition- 
al $300, low-income workers were receiv- 
ing more than they would have if they had 
been working. On top of this, they received 
stimulus payments. People were being 
paid to stay home for an extended period 
of time, which is why businesses are now 
suffering from a shortage of labor. 

The Inflation Reduction Act of 2022 will 
cost more than $700 billion. It’s meant to 
decrease inflation by increasing govern- 
ment spending. Inflation is caused by 
government spending, government debt, 
and the government printing money, so it’s 
unclear how spending more government 
money will fix inflation. 

In 2021, the Biden administration ran a 
deficit of $2.8 trillion. This is money that 
will be added to the national debt, now 
standing at more than $31 trillion. In 2022, 
the deficit is expected to be about half of 
what it was in 2021—a success Biden is 
touting. However, although he has solved 
part of the problem that he essentially 
created last year, the economy is in a more 


point: When OPEC cut production to drive . Biden (C) signs dismal condition than it was before. This 
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The War on Truth 
in This World and 


the Next 


JOHN MAC GHLIONN 


Chris Hardwick, the 

American come- 

dian and actor, once 

said: “We're not in an in- 

formation age anymore. 
We're in the information 
management age.” 

He's right. 

With so much information out there—a 
lot of good and a lot of it bad—it’s difficult to 
separate fact from fiction. That’s why gov- 
ernments worldwide are stepping up efforts 
to do the separating for us. It should worry 
us all. The arbiters of truth can’t be trusted. 

Authors at Reclaim the Net recently 
discussed worrying trends in two countries 
that have become increasingly oppressive 
in recent years. In New Zealand, home to 
some of the most oppressive COVID-19 
lockdown measures in the Western world, 
the attempt to combat misinformation has 
taken a rather ominous turn. Authorities 
have just released a comprehensive guide to 
help citizens identify violent extremists. 

According to New Zealand's secret 
service, these extremists are primarily 
motivated by their white identity and/or 
religious beliefs. In recent times, however, a 
new group motivated by an extremely novel 
issue has emerged. This group consists of 
individuals who question the COVID nar- 
rative, the efficacy of masks, and draconian 
lockdown measures. These people, you 
see, have sipped too much Kool-Aid and 
consumed too much “misinformation” and 
“disinformation.” 

For these reasons, they now pose a grave 
threat to the people of New Zealand. They 
are to be monitored and, ifnecessary, dealt 


with by law enforcement. 

Meanwhile, in France, Emmanuel Ma- 
cron is masterminding a plan to crack down 
on “disinformation.” As Reclaim reported, 
the French president plans to regulate the 
internet via the biggest tech platforms on 
the planet. On Nov. 10, the 44-year-old 
met with various representatives of major 
tech giants, including Microsoft, Facebook 
(Meta), Amazon, and TikTok, which is 
owned by ByteDance, a Chinese company 
with close ties to Beijing. 

Big Government is merging with Big Tech 
to police information, which is nothing new. 
It has been occurring for years. But, it must 
be stressed that this partnership appears 
to be becoming much more potent. The 
French government, like so many others, 
has a tenuous grasp on honesty. The likes of 
Facebook and TikTok, meanwhile, only add 
fuel to the “misinformation” inferno. In this 
attempt to put out the fire, should Big Tech 
and Big Government be viewed as firefight- 
ers or arsonists? 

Of course, one can’t discuss the war on 
“misinformation” without discussing 
the United States. In October, a trove of 
documents, first obtained by The Intercept, 
outlined the many ways the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) plans to target 
purveyors of information non grata. To be 
more specific, the documents clearly show 
how Big Government and Big Tech giants 
are collaborating to flag potentially danger- 
ous content, including “election-related 
disinformation.” 

Prominent politicians—such as Demo- 
crat Sen. Amy Klobuchar, for example—are 
demanding that government officials have 
a greater say in what information is al- 
lowed to be posted and shared online. To 


be clear, certain information shouldn't be 
championed or platformed. regardless of 
one’s political leanings. This information 
includes anything that’s explicitly racist or 
antisemitic in nature. 

However, we must push back when it 
comes to questioning issues such as the in- 
tegrity of elections, the efficacy of lockdown 
measures, and science-free mask man- 
dates. There’s a concerted effort to pun- 
ish those who stray from the prescribed, 
pre-approved narrative. A healthy society 
thrives on heterodox thinking, not homog- 
enous groupthink. 

In the years to come, one needn't be Nos- 

tradamus to see that this attempt to police 
“misinformation” and “disinformation” 
will only intensify in nature. In October, 
some of the biggest players in Big Tech, 
Big Media, and Big Government attended 
the Athens Democracy Forum. One of the 
topics discussed involved how democratic 
institutions can help shape the metaverse. 
By shape, of course, I mean govern. 

For the uninitiated, the metaverse is 
intended to be the next step in the internet's 
evolution. As I have discussed elsewhere, 
users will navigate this Brave New World 
through wearable devices. Think of the 
metaverse as a habitable internet, a more 
engrossing environment that will consume 
both mind and body. Who will police this 


ANGELOS TZORTZINIS/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES 


European 
Commission 
President 
Ursula von 
der Leyen 
speaks during 
the Athens 
Democracy 
Forum in 
Athens on 
Sept. 29, 2022. 


virtual-reality space? 

You guessed it, the very people policing 
this one. 

Speakers at the Democracy Forum includ- 
ed former United Nations Secretary-Gen- 
eral Ban Ki-moon, European Commission 
President Ursula von der Leyen, Ukraine 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, and Jeffrey 
Sachs, a prominent U.S. economist with a 
questionable history. The event, it must be 
noted, was sponsored by Facebook (Meta), 
Microsoft, the U.N. Democracy Fund, and 
the Council of Europe, among others. Be- 
sides the metaverse, those in attendance 
also talked about the scourge of “fake 
news” and various forms of “misleading” 
information. 

In this world—as well as the next 
one, it seems—the only thing that will 
change is time. Those in power will re- 
main in power, passing the baton to like- 
minded individuals willing to echo their 
sentiments. As the war on “misinforma- 
tion” continues to intensify, expect more 
severe punishments for those unwilling 
to read from the carefully constructed 
script. 


John Mac Ghlionn is a researcher and 
essayist. He covers psychology and social 
relations, and has a keen interest in social 
dysfunction and media manipulation. 
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SPECIAL SERIES: How the Specter of Communism Is Ruling Our World 


Infiltrating the West 


The Epoch Times here serializes an adaptation from the Chinese of “How the 
Specter of Communism Is Ruling Our World,” by the editorial team of the “Nine 
Commentaries on the Communist Party.” 


OF ar 


Inthe late 1950s, Fred Schwarz, a pioneer 
of American anticommunist thought, 
told the U.S. House Un-American Activi- 
ties Committee: “Any attempt to judge 
the influence of Communists by their 
numbers is like trying to determine the 
validity of the hull of a boat by relating 
the area of the holes to the area which is 
sound. One hole can sinkthe ship. Com- 
munism is the theory of the disciplined 
few controlling and directing the rest. 
One person in a sensitive position can 
control and manipulate thousands of 
others.” [7] 

Itis now known that Soviet operatives 
were active within the U.S. government 
during World War II. Despite the anti- 
communist efforts of Sen. Joseph McCar- 
thy, the facts were hidden or obscured 
from the public by leftist politicians, 
academics, and the left-wing media. 

In the 1990s, the U.S. government de- 
classified the Venona files, a collection 
of Soviet communications that were de- 
coded by American intelligence during 
World War II. These documents showed 
that at least 300 Soviet spies were work- 
ing in the US government, including 
high-ranking officials in the Roosevelt 
administration who had access to top- 
secret information. Other agents used 
their positions to influence American 
policymaking and statecraft. Among 
those found to be Soviet spies were U.S. 
Treasury official Harry Dexter White, 
State Department official Alger Hiss, and 
Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, the couple 
who were executed by electric chair for 
transmitting military and atomic secrets 
to the Soviet Union. 

The communications intercepted and 
decrypted by the Venona project were 
just the tip of the iceberg; the full extent 
of Soviet infiltration into the U.S. gov- 
ernment remains unknown. As high- 
ranking American officials, some of the 
Soviet operatives had opportunities to 
influence important political decisions. 

Hiss, who served as the director of the 
State Department’s Office of Special 
Political Affairs, played a key role as 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s adviser 
during the Yalta Conference at the end 
of World War II. He helped determine 
postwar territorial arrangements, draft 
the United Nations Charter, decide pris- 
oner exchanges, and the like. 

White was a trusted aide to Secretary 
of the Treasury Henry Morgenthau Jr. He 
helped create the 1944 Bretton Woods 
international financial agreement and 
was one of the architects of the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund and the World 
Bank. White encouraged the Chinese 
Nationalist Party (Kuomintang) to ap- 
point underground CCP member Ji Cha- 
oding to a high rank in the Republic of 
China's Ministry of Finance. Taking up 
the postin 1941, Jiwas the architect of di- 
sastrous currency reforms that damaged 
the Kuomintang’s reputation and ben- 
efited the CCP’s rise. [8] Some historians 
argue that the influence of Soviet spies 
and their left-wing sympathizers in US 
foreign policy led the United States to end 
military aid to the Kuomintang during 
the Chinese Civil War after World War 
II. Mainland China was consequently 
lost to the CCP. [9] 

Whittaker Chambers, a Soviet infor- 
mant and CPUSA associate who later de- 
fected and testified against other spies, 
said: “The agents of an enemy power were 
in a position to do much more than pur- 
loin documents. They were in a position 
to influence the nation’s foreign policyin 
the interest of the nation’s chief enemy, 
and not only on exceptional occasions, 
... but in what must have been the stag- 
gering sum of day-to-day decisions.” [10] 

Yuri Bezmenov, a KGB agent who de- 
fected to the West in 1970, discussed 
Soviet methods of subversion in his 
writings and interviews. According to 
Bezmenov, the James Bond-style spies of 
popular culture who blow up bridges or 
sneakaround stealing secret documents 


AFP/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES 


Former State Department official Alger Hiss (L) and his wife leave federal court in New York 
on Jan. 21, 1950. 


resources were allocated to traditional 
spy operations, with the rest going to 
ideological subversion. 

Bezmenov, alias Tomas Schuman, said 
subversion happens in four stages: de- 
moralization, destabilization, crisis, and 
“normalization.” The first stage, lasting 
for the period of time needed to raise a 
generation, is to demoralize and subvert 
public perceptions of reality in the enemy 
country; the second focuses on throwing 
society into chaos; and the third insti- 
gates a crisis thatleads to a civil war, revo- 
lution, or foreign invasion. These steps 
culminate in the fourth and final stage 
of “normalization’—thatis, bringing the 
country under communist control. 


KGB defecter Yuri Bezmenov 

explained how the concept of 

equality was manipulated to 
create unrest. 


Bezmenovlisted three fields of subver- 
sion, or demoralization, under the first 
stage: ideas, structures, and life. Ideas 
cover religion, education, the media, 
and culture. Structures include govern- 
ment administration, the legal system, 
law enforcement, the armed forces, and 
diplomacy. Life encompasses families 
and communities, health, and relations 
between people of different races and 
social classes. 

As an example, Bezmenov explained 
howthe concept of equality was manip- 
ulated to create unrest. Agents would 
promote the cause of egalitarianism, 
making people feel discontent with their 
political and economic circumstances. 
Activism and civil unrest would be ac- 
companied by economic deadlock, 
further exacerbating labor and capital 
relationsin a worsening cycle of destabi- 
lization. This would culminate in revolu- 
tion or invasion by communist forces. 

[11] Another defector, Ion Mihai Pace- 
pa, the highest-ranking intelligence 
officer to defect from the Soviet bloc, 
escaped to the United States in 1978. 
He further exposed how communist re- 
gimes adopted strategies of psychologi- 
cal warfare and disinformation against 
Western countries to bring about the first 
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stage. According to Pacepa, the purpose 
of disinformation was to alter people’s 
frame of reference. With their ideologi- 
cal values manipulated, people would 
be unable to understand or accept the 
truth even when presented with direct 
evidence. [12] 

Bezmenov said the first stage of ideo- 
logical subversion usually took 15 to 20 
years—that is, the time needed for the 
education of a new generation— while 
the second stage took two to five years 
and the third stage, only two to six 
months. In an interview he gave in 1984, 
Bezmenov said the first stage had been 
accomplished to a greater extent than 
even Soviet authorities had expected. 

The accounts ofmany Soviet spies and 
intelligence officials and declassified 
documents from the Cold War suggest 
that infiltration and subversion tactics 
were the driving forces behind the coun- 
terculture movement of the 1960s. 

In 1950, McCarthy began to expose the 
extent of communist infiltration across 
the U.S. government and society. But four 
years later, the Senate voted to censure 
him, and the government's initiative to 
rid itself of communist influence was 
brought to a halt. Today, McCarthyism 
is synonymous with political persecu- 
tion—an indication that the left-wing 
has successfully established dominance 
in the ideological struggle. 

Communistinfiltration hasn’'tlessened 
since the collapse of the Soviet Union 
and the end of the Cold War. The left- 
wing fights tooth and nail to protect 
adulterers, abortionists, criminals, and 
communists, while supporting anarchy 
and opposing civilization. 
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Digital Culling: The End of 
Silicon Valley’s Golden Era’ 


ALEXANDRA MARSHALL 


When billionaire Twit- 
ter owner Elon Musk 
cleaned out 3,700 su- 
perfluous Millennials 
from his company, the 
internet went crazy. 
“How dare!” shrieked the celebrities 
(who fancy themselves to be human 
rights lawyers). 
“Sue them!” demanded the Democrats, 
trampling over each other to profit from 
the social credit points on offer. 


The moral outrage was something 
to behold, with personalities such as 
Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.) 
frantically posting information for 
workers to confront Musk. 

“If you're on Twitter (or any) employee 
subject to mass layoffs, New York has a 
WARNS law too. NY WARNS requires 
90 days for mass layoffs from large 
employers. Employers who violate may 
be required to back pay your wages and 
benefits.” 

Perhaps she posted this without real- 
izing that Musk—the richest and most 


Epoch Times is a breath of fresh 
air! There are only a handful of 
news sources available that I’ve 
found actually strive to bring truth 
to their readership. The Epoch 
Times, The Wall Street Journal, 
Breitbart and a few others are all 
that’s left of a once great news 
industry. It is not free, and it takes 
time to read through such a great 
newspaper. Freedom is not free. 
It must be taught again and again 
to each successive generation. 
This takes money and time. The 
Epoch Times is worth the money 
and time. 


BRET TIDWELL 


The Epoch Times publishes 
true news without a political 
agenda. Unlike other news 
sources, it is fair to President 
Trump and to his opponents. 
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The Epoch Times is able to 
intensely focus on current event 
issues and its staff goes very 
deep into the story. Currently, The 
Epoch Times is focusing on the 
Chinese communist government 
and the inhumane treatment 

of its people. | am fearful of the 
Chinese government’s plans 

for stealing freedom from the 
people of Hong Kong as well as 

its handling of the COVID-19/ 
SARS atrocities including 
PURPOSEFULLY spreading the 
pandemic worldwide. Included 
with my subscription, | have the 
opportunity to view online in- 
depth interviews with people on 
the inside explaining to me what’s 
happening, where, why, when, as 
well as what the outcome could be. 


LINDA M WHITACRE 


The Epoch Times provides the 
factual ammunition needed to fight 
the ever-increasing progressive 
tyranny gripping the U.S. 


DAVE WISE 


successful businessman of modern 
times—checked with his lawyers before 
telling half the staff to take a hike? 
Plenty of users corrected her. 

Despite generous staff packages of- 
fered by Musk, there were plenty of 
Democrats whinging that businesses 
“can’t just fire people!” as if employ- 
ment had become aright rather than a 
privilege (unless you’re unvaccinated). 

They missed the material point. 

Twitter was a monstrosity bleeding 
millions when Musk acquired the com- 
pany. It was riddled with superfluous 
departments, ineffectual tech teams, 
and virtue-signaling “safe spaces” 
where employees were more likely to be 
found napping than typing. 

No company can survive with this 
sort of “I work when my mental health 
feels like it” attitude that’s prevalent 
among youthful tech employees. 

We'll be kind and call this a “relaxed” 
work environment that was set up in 
perpetuity by former CEO Jack Dorsey 
and kept alive by recently fired CEO 
Parag Agrawal. Twitter bent over back- 
ward to placate the feelings of “fright- 
ened” staff during COVID—never 
asking why they didn’t mind drinking 
in bars but feared sitting in an office. 

“Decisions about where you work, 
whether you feel safe traveling for 
business, and what events you attend 
should be yours,” they declared. 


Long Overdue Clean Out 

Other Silicon Valley tech giants have 
been trialing hybrid employment 
models. They have enough money to 
play around with inefficiency, which is 
probably why these structures are only 
found in companies with the luxury of 
lackluster staff. 

Musk didn’t become the world’s rich- 
est man by embracing inefficient work- 
forces. Aside from sacking the “chaff,” 
he has made perfectly reasonable 
demands on the remaining staff. They 
will work in the office (not at home) and 
put in a full-time week. 

“Basically slavery!” some shouted, 
clearly ignorant that everyone else in the 
country is working a lot harder than them. 

“Weak, pathetic, and cruel: HR 
managers weighed in on Elon Musk’s 
Twitter mass layoffs,” wrote Fortune 
magazine. Hopefully, Musk sacked the 
HR department first. 

But Musk’s little bonfire of dreams 
involving 3,700 staff is tiny compared to 
the raging fire-front of Facebook. 

Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg has 
cut his team by 13 percent with 11,000 
staff already sacked. The only differ- 
ence is that Zuckerberg did his best to 
sound remorseful, calling them “tal- 
ented employees,” while Musk made no 
apologies for duct-taping over Twitter’s 
cracks. 

Where are all the social justice war- 
riors to scream down Zuckerberg as a 
fascist, tyrant, and “literally Hitler?” 
Where are the salivating Democrats 
sharing tips on how to sink Facebook in 


litigation? 

If Musk is bad, surely Zuckerberg is 
worse? 

Both companies are sacking staff 
for the same reason. In Zuckerberg’s 
words, “To become a leaner and more 
efficient company by cutting discre- 
tionary spending and extending our 
hiring freeze through Q1.” 

Zuckerberg’s company is facing 
competition from rising social media 
platforms. As a legacy entity with the 
largest customer base, Facebook has 
struggled to evolve its clunky structure 
while maintaining increased levels of 
censorship. It has plenty of users but 
rising dormancy which harms moneti- 
zation. 

Facebook (which now likes to identify 
as “Meta”) maintains 87,000 employees 
around the world. Every day, there are 
more stories about foreign teams being 
affected by mass layoffs. 

“How did we get here?” Zuckerberg’s 
letter asks rhetorically. 

He goes on to blame COVID, a surge 
in e-commerce that “outsized revenue 
growth,” a failure to predict user behav- 
ior, and disappointing ad revenue. In 
order to survive, Zuckerberg, just like 
Musk, has to thin the herd and invest 
wisely. 

“We've cut costs across our business, 
including scaling back budgets, reduc- 
ing perks, and shrinking our real estate 
footprint. We're restructuring teams to 
increase our efficiency.” 

Facebook is even revising its “desk- 
sharing” policy. Things must be tough. 


Silicon Valley 

in the Face of Competition 

For those paying attention, the Golden 
Age of Tech has been crumbling for a 
while. Gone are the free lunches, smug 
salaries, and “work from the pool” self- 
ies. The monopoly of Silicon Valley is 
collapsing, and so, too, is its privileged 
position as a generous employer. 

Australia has already experienced this, 
with local tech companies who led the 
field 20 years ago gradually replaced by 
cheap labor in India and China. 

Why pay Australian developers $200 
(US$133) an hour when some poor 
bloke will do it, in a different timezone 
for $2? It doesn’t matter that the cheap 
work is sub-par—it just has to be “good 
enough.” 

It was inevitable that the discarded, 
talented developers would start making 
new products, creating a thriving and 
competitive technology market that 
has gradually eroded the supremacy of 
Silicon Valley. 

We don’t know what’s going to happen 
to the world of social media. 


The monopoly of Silicon Valley 
is collapsing, and so, too, is 

its privileged position as a 
generous employer. 


What began as a fun idea to connect 
people around the world and allow 
them to gossip in an uncontrolled 
spasm of noise has become a powerful 
political tool and corporate gold mine. 

Social media is the toy of politicians 
and CEOs. They flood these platforms 
with ads, pressure developers to censor 
anything that harms their mode of oper- 
ation, and mine the private data of users 
for resale on the commercial market. 

This is the first time in history that 
social entities like this have existed. 

Their future will depend on whether 
they are owned by CEOs who kowtow 
to the ambitions of predators, are over- 
run by government control, or if they 
are purchased by entrepreneurs who 
value the rancorous soul of discussion 
that gave them birth. 

Muskis the latter. Let’s see if he survives. 


Alexandra Marshall is the online editor 
jor The Spectator Australia, contributor 
to various publications, and a political 
commentator on GB News and Sky News 
Australia. She is the Young Ambassador 
jor Australians for Constitutional Mon- 
archy and the English-Speaking Union, a 
political adviser, and a former AI data- 
base designer. 
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Twitter headquarters in San Francisco on 
April 26, 2022. 
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Utah Ritual Abuse Case: Victims’ 
Claims Deserve Our Attention 


SAM DORMAN 


Earlier this year, a 
decades-old contro- 
versy over satanic ritual 
abuse (SRA) reemerged 
as Utah authorities 
” sought tips in a case that 
implicated a county attorney, his family, 
and other prominent families in the area. 

Shortly after the sheriff’s request for 
tips, Utah County Attorney David Leavitt 
held a press conference in which he 
denied wrongdoing. Victim statements, 
however, accuse him and his family— 
“the Leavitts”— of indulging in horrific 
acts such as child abuse. 

The media responded to the controver- 
sy with language about Q-Anon and the 
“satanic panic,” effectively discrediting 
the alleged victims without evidence. 

It turns out that, in the wake of those 
stories, one of the alleged perpetrators, 
former Utah psychologist David Ham- 
blin, was arrested again for charges 
related to child sexual abuse. 

Hamblin’s 2012 case—which in- 
cluded several felony counts of child sex 
abuse—was dismissed without preju- 
dice, meaning that it could be revived 
at a later date. The prosecuting attorney, 
David Sturgill, had reportedly cited an 
“extremely delayed disclosure” that 
made it difficult to gather necessary evi- 
dence. Both sides experienced difficulty 
obtaining records from the Division of 
Child and Family Services, according to 
the Daily Herald. 

The brutality and grotesque nature 
of the alleged incidents in Utah in- 
clude severe child abuse at the hands 
of satanists. It’s not as if these are the 
ramblings of a conspiracy theorist either. 
In requesting tips, the sheriff previ- 
ously said that “portions” of the broader 
investigation into ritualist child sexual 
abuse and trafficking were “confirmed.” 
Moreover, the victim statements appear 
to show multiple accounts corroborat- 
ing the overall story, specific events, and 
names of alleged perpetrators. 

We now know, after derisive media 
coverage, that two alleged victims have 
corroborated the account of a woman 
who claims to have been abused by 
Hamblin in the 1980s. The alleged 
victim claims to have lived in Hamblin’s 
neighborhood and, along with two other 
children, was told to perform oral sex on 
him at his house. 

It’s unclear who exactly those children 
were. The victim statements, although 
partially redacted, appear to show Ham- 
blin partaking in a pedophilic satanic 
cult that involved prominent families 
and Mormon clergy. Hamblin himself 
has reportedly told a member of his own 
family, “Iam sorry for raping you.” 

If this were a case of Hollywood sexual 
assault, media outlets would probably 
face massive backlash in line with the 
furor exhibited during the “MeToo” 
movement. But instead, they’ve been al- 
lowed to issue sweeping narratives that 
effectively step on victims and sympa- 
thize with their alleged abusers. 

It’s disgusting, and the media should 
apologize for their articles. There are 
legitimate concerns about false allega- 
tions of satanic ritual abuse during the 
1980s and ‘90s. My basic position is that 
these allegations should all be investi- 
gated while alleged perpetrators should 
receive due process and a presumption 
of innocence. 

That doesn’t mean, however, that me- 
dia outlets can simply dismiss victims’ 
claims or paint them as part of a purport- 
ed social panic. Doing so egregiously im- 
pugns the psyche and character of people 
who have potentially undergone some of 
the most horrific abuse imaginable. 

Ritual abuse is and has been an incred- 
ibly controversial topic—and for good 
reason. The sheer number of allegations 
has raised suspicions—in the Utah case 
alone, police received more than 150 tips 
since requesting them in May. 

A 1995 study by the University of 
California-Davis also concluded there 
was insufficient evidence for proving 
thousands of ritual abuse cases. Never- 
theless, they identified 412 ritual abuse 
cases reported from municipal law 
enforcement agencies, departments of 
social services, and district attorneys. 
It also surveyed clinicians and social 
workers, finding 387 child ritual cases 
and 674 for adult survivors. That was in 
the 1990s and presumably represents a 
severe underestimate of the problem’s 


scope. Victims allege to have received 
severe threats (e.g., being shown 
graphic photos of mutilated humans) 
for disclosing their abuse while some 
claim not to even remember it until 
their 30s. 

The idea behind SRA is that perpetra- 
tors inflict so much physical and psycho- 
logical pain that children dissociate in 
order to cope with the trauma. Accord- 
ing to therapists, this can create an am- 
nesic barrier that may block memories 
of the abuse but doesn’t preclude certain 
symptoms of it. 

Moreover, the study’s authors said that 
reporting agencies “overwhelmingly 
believed” the ritual abuse allegations. 
And while the authors concluded there 
was insufficient evidence of organized 
satanic networks abusing children, they 
noted physical evidence such as “tattoos, 
drawings, scars on a child’s or adult’s 
body, film, photos, ritual dolls, masks, 
costumes, etc.” 

Part of the University of California- 
Davis study also interviewed children 
about their knowledge of satanism and 
concluded that it was unlikely they 
would fabricate allegations. That study 
was reproduced by the Justice Depart- 
ment, which apparently thought ritual 
abuse was important enough to pro- 
duce a report on it. In 1992, the National 
Center for the Analysis of Violent Crime 
within the FBI published an “Investiga- 
tor’s Guide to Allegations of ‘Ritual’ Child 
Abuse.” 

From the Franklin scandal to the Mc- 
Martin Preschool trial, alleged victims 
have claimed to be raped or witness rape 
by politicians, military personnel, and 
other prominent figures in communities. 

Worse, the Utah statements and 
numerous other testimonies allege law 
enforcement involvement in cults, as 
well as attempts to thwart legitimate 
investigations. 

The allegations go on and on, often 
alongside mysterious occurrences— 
such as Franklin investigator Gary 
Caradori’s death or the “Conspiracy of 
Silence” documentary being pulled from 
broadcast—that would benefit alleged 
perpetrators. 

The Franklin scandal, which led to a 
grand jury, involved children claiming 
that they were flown to Washington for 
sex trafficking to high-ranking politi- 
cians. The grand jury ultimately said the 
allegations were unfounded and indicted 
one of the purported victims on eight 
counts of perjury. But the investigation 
itself was tainted by severe mishandling, 
according to critics. Among other things, 
Troy Boner claims to have recanted his 
account of the trafficking ring under 
pressure from the FBI. In the “Conspir- 
acy of Silence” documentary, he recants 
his recantation. 

The now-infamous McMartin Pre- 
school Case, which ended in acquittal, 
has questions surrounding its resolution 
as well. Former FBI official Ted Gunder- 
son claims to have conducted his own 
investigation in which he appeared to 
find filled-in tunnels similar to the ones 
described by children. 

This issue isn’t something respon- 
sible journalists should merely dismiss, 
especially since it potentially involves 
government cover-ups and horrific child 
abuse. A portion of the public also has 
suspicions about satanic-worshipping 
elite pedophiles. 

The controversy surrounding ritual 
abuse has no doubt been influenced by 
the “pizzagate” scandal. Many people 


The Utah County Sheriff’s 
Office in Spanish Fork, Utah, 
in this undated photo. 


Ritual abuse is 
and has been 

an incredibly 
controversial 
topic—and for 
good reason. The 
sheer number of 
allegations has 
raised suspicions. 
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have claimed that the John Podesta 
emails disclosed by WikiLeaks appeared 
to use pedophilic code words, such as 
“pizza,” “map,” and “handkerchief.” 

For example, one email showed some- 
one telling Podesta: “The realtor found 
a handkerchief (I think it has a map that 
seems pizza-related. Is it yorus [sic]? They 
can send it if you want. I know you're 
busy, so feel free not to respond if it’s 
not yours or you don’t want it.” Podesta 
responds that it’s his “but not worth wor- 
rying about.” 

Why exactly are the media so willing 
to publish a narrative that implies victim 
accounts are the result of a social panic? 
Media outlets have wrongly painted SRA 
as a narrative created by adults coax- 
ing children into recalling nonexistent 
memories. 

Instead, it might just be the story of our 
lifetimes. 


Sam Dorman is a freelance reporter cov- 
ering China-related issues. He previously 
worked as a reporter for Fox News Digital. 
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Between Left 
and Right, How 
Do You Know 
Which Side I[sn’t 
Telling the Truth? 


DENNIS PRAGER 


Ina recent Fireside Chat— 
my weekly podcast for 

Prager, half of which is 

dedicated to my taking 

questions from (mostly) 
young people around the 
world—a young man in his 20s asked how 
he was supposed to figure out who is telling 
the truth and who isn’t. He was undoubt- 
edly speaking for millions of his peers. 

Given the opposing positions one 
encounters on almost every issue, how is 
one supposed to figure out which position 
is right, and which one may not only be 
wrong, buta lie? 

In addition to obvious suggestions— 
such as finding individuals and institu- 
tions whom you trust, studying both sides 
of issues, learning as much as possible, 
and using common sense—I offered what 
may be the single most important indica- 
tor of who is more likely to be lying. 

Itis not a perfect indicator of who is tell- 
ing the truth—there is no perfect indica- 
tor—but it comes close. 

With rare exceptions, the party that calls 
for censorship is lying. People who tell the 
truth can deal with dissent and different 
opinions. In fact, truth-tellers welcome 
debate. 

If this theory is correct—and I cannot 
imagine a valid argument against it—it 
means that in virtually every instance ofa 
left-right difference, the left is lying. 

There is no important area of left-right 
difference in which the left—not liberals, 
the left—does not call for shutting down 
dissent. 

Take the university. Everyone knows 
how difficult itis for a visiting speaker 
to offer non-left-wing views on a college 
campus. Conservative speakers are often 
either not allowed to appear in the first 
place, canceled after being invited, or 


shouted down while speaking. 

That is an almost perfect indicator that 
the leftist ideas that dominate campuses 
are false. 

Now, let’s take another example, an area 
that until very recently one might have 
said is the very home of truth—science, 
specifically medical science. 

‘The left-wing California State Assem- 
bly recently passed a bill, signed into law 
by California’s left-wing governor and 
approved by the state’s left-wing medical 
establishment, that any California physi- 
cian who spreads “medical misinforma- 
tion” or “disinformation” could lose his or 
her medical license. 

Now, why was this law passed? Was 
there, for the first time in California histo- 
ry, some outbreak of doctors “misinform- 
ing” their patients about medical matters, 
thereby causing them harm? 

Of course not. 

The law was passed to stifle all medical 


With rare exceptions, the party 
that calls for censorship is lying. 
People who tell the truth can 
deal with dissent and different 
opinions. In fact, truth-tellers 
welcome debate. 


dissent on issues related to COVID-19. 

So now, any physicians who suggest that 
patients in the early stages of COVID-19 
might benefit from taking hydroxychloro- 
quine or ivermectin (both along with zinc) 
could lose their medical license. Even 
if these drugs were completely useless 
in preventing serious illness or death in 
COVID-19 patients—and many reputable 
doctors around the world believe they are 
indeed effective—these drugs are among 
the safest medications in the world. Both 
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A woman holds a large box of ivermectin in Brasilia, Brazil, on May 15, 2021. 


are on the World Health Organization’s list 
of the most essential drugs in the world. 
There was no scientific or moral justifica- 
tion for threatening the licenses of doctors 
who prescribed them for COVID-19. 

There are, however, two primary expla- 
nations for the medical establishment’s 
ban on doctors prescribing or merely 
speaking well of these two therapeutics. 
One is that former President Donald 
Trump promoted hydroxychloroquine as 
a potential lifesaver, and ifhe promoted 
anything, the left opposed it—even ifit 
could save lives. 

The other is that if these therapeutics 
were acknowledged to work, the vaccina- 
tions would be rendered largely unneces- 
sary and Pfizer, Moderna, and Johnson & 
Johnson would lose a great deal of money. 
The Centers for Disease Control and Pre- 
vention, National Institutes of Health, and 
state medical boards essentially work for 
Big Pharma. 

Based on the rule that those who cen- 
sor are almost always lying, we must 
come to the frightening conclusion that 
the American medical establishment has 
been lying to us. That includes the Ameri- 
can Medical Association, the American 
Psychiatric Association, and the Associa- 
tion of Children’s Hospitals, along with the 
American Association of Pediatricians. 
The latter two advocate, almost alone in 
the world, “affirmative” transgender care, 


such as puberty blockers in minors and 
mastectomies on perfectly healthy girls 
who say they are boys. 

Inits suppression of scientific dissent, 
the American medical establishment 
mimics the medieval Church’s treatment 
of Galileo. 

The left—in medicine, Big Tech, the 
mainstream media, and in schools from 
kindergarten through graduate school— 
not only censors anyone who denies that 
“men give birth,” but smears their reputa- 
tions, labeling them as haters, bigots, “anti- 
science” and inducers of teen suicide. 

Truth is a liberal value, and itis a conser- 
vative value. It has never been a left-wing 
value. From Vladimir Lenin and the Com- 
munist Party to the contemporary univer- 
sity, the left has always suppressed dissent. 

And for good reason. If dissent is al- 
lowed, the left loses its power. 

And the left knows it. Colleges know that 
one conservative speaker can undo four 
years of indoctrination in 90 minutes. And 
the medical establishment knows that a 
few dissenting physicians can undo its 
entire credibility. 

That was my response to the young person 
who wanted to know which side is lying: the 
one that censors and suppresses dissent. 

The left. 


Dennis Prager is a nationally syndicated 
radio talk-show host and columnist. 


When Protecting Criminals’ Rights 
Expense of Victims 


Comes at the 
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It took four years and nine months before 
Nikolas Cruz was finally sentenced for the 
murder of 17 people in the horrific Park- 
land, Florida, massacre. 

So much of the legal system focuses on 
fairness to the criminal, but the damage to 
the victims and their families as they wait 
for trial is tremendous. Those who have to 
testify or give victim impact statements 
must continually think about what they 
will say at trial. There is also uncertainty 
about the verdict and whether the murderer 
will be punished. 

In the Parkland case, the victims were 
denied the closure of Cruz receiving the 
death penalty. 

We have seen the consequences of 
trial delays firsthand. Nikki Goeser, the 
co-author here, helplessly witnessed her 
husband, Ben, murdered in front of her by 
her stalker on April 2, 2009. The murderer 
had long been obsessed with her. Nor was 
there any doubt about who the murderer 
was. Hank Wise shot her husband to death 
in front of 50 witnesses and was filmed 
ona restaurant's security video. Incredibly, 
Nikki is still dealing with the legal fallout 
from that case. The murderer has contin- 
ued stalking her, and a new trial, origi- 
nally scheduled for the third attempt 
on Nov. 8, now won't occur until Janu- 
ary 2023. 

‘There was no doubt that he had carefully 
planned the murder in advance. 

The night before the murder, he had 
posted on social media: 

“Predator vs. Prey. I know who you are, 
run. Where will you work where I can’t find 
you? At home, at dinner, in your sleep, every 


[expletive] waking moment. This is going to 
be very painful. You've pissed me off now. 
You are about to see my bad side. What kind 
of life do you have now?! You are forever 
un-forgiven.” 

In the stalker’s truck in the restaurant 
parking lot the night of Ben’s murder, police 
found two more guns (a shotgun and rifle), 
ammo, a baseball bat, binoculars, gloves, 
rope, anda knife. 

This was a clear-cut case. But the trial was 
delayed several times and didn’t happen 
until three years later, on April 9, 2012. Nik- 
ki knew she would have to testify. As each 
trial date approached, she had to prepare 
herself and relive the horrifying events. 

Victims worry about whether they will do 
a good job. What will the defense attorney 
do to them? Nikki couldn’t put it behind 
her. We know the nightmares that she had 
to live through. Nightmares that she has 
continued to live with to this day. 

Unfortunately, the murderer didn’t get the 
punishment he deserved. He didn’t get the 
death penalty or even a life sentence. The 
death penalty is available in Tennessee, but 
the district attorney in Davidson County 
opposed using it. Despite all the evidence 
of premeditation and planning, the liberal 
judge reduced the sentence to second- 
degree murder. 

The murderer is still obsessed with 
Nikki, and she fears his release. He had 
her lawyer’s address and had been send- 
ing her letters before his 2012 trial. Nikki 
begged the prosecutors and others to stop 
him, but they didn’t help, so she told her 
lawyer to stop telling her about the letters. 
Then, in October 2019, when she researched 
her book “Stalked and Defenseless,” she 
reached out to her lawyer and discovered 


that the murderer had sent many more love 
letters from prison—including Valentine’s 
Day and Christmas cards. 

She also discovered that the Tennessee 
Department of Corrections (TDOC) had 
awarded the murderer three and a half 
years of early release/good behavior credits 
even while he continued stalking her from 
prison. 

When Nikki approached TDOC about re- 
voking those credits, we were both told they 
would do nothing because they didn’t want 
to upset the “prisoner rights groups.” 

We tried a two-pronged strategy. We paid 
lawyers over $12,000 to help convince pros- 
ecutors and police to bring stalking charg- 
es. We also spent over $14,000 publicizing 
her book with the hope that the publicity 
would help generate prosecutors’ interest 
and get TDOC to do the right thing. 

Hiring lawyers got us nowhere. Being 
on national news shows also didn’t do 
the trick. Few people have the contacts or 
resources we have, but it seemed hopeless 
despite all our efforts. Finally, a federal 
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Nikolas Cruz (C) stands as jurors leave the 
courtroom to begin deliberations at the Bro- 
ward County Courthouse in Fort Lauderdale, 
Fla., on Oct. 12, 2022. 


prosecutor got involved when a local televi- 
sion news show in Nashville (WSMV-TV) 
carried Nikki's story in July 2020, shortly be- 
fore the statute of limitations was to expire. 

But it has been over three years since she 
learned of this stalking. A trial scheduled 
for Nov. 8 is delayed for a fourth time until 
some still-to-be-determined date in Janu- 
ary. Again, these delays take an emotional 
toll. Nikki must again mentally prepare 
herself for testifying, reliving her fears 
and dealing with nightmares in stressful 
anticipation of trial, only to have the trial 
delayed again. 

Part of the delay has been due to the mur- 
derer claiming insanity. His lawyer claims 
he is too obsessed with her to be responsible 
for his actions. His defense during the mur- 
der trial was that he had delusional disorder 
and erotomania, the delusional belief that 
their target of obsession loves them and that 
there is a relationship. The murderer has 
also made threatening comments about 
what will happen if Nikki finds another 
person in her life. Understandably, Nikkiis 
extremely fearful about his future release, 
knowing what he has already proven he is 
capable of. 

It has been 13 years since Nikki's stalker 
murdered her husband. Yet, she still lives 
with that horror. Trial delays may occa- 
sionally help to ensure a fair trial for the 
criminal, but they always put victims and 
their families through hell over and over 
again. With so many people becoming vic- 
tims of crime these days, we need to realize 
that the damage to victims often lasts many 
years after the crime. 


From RealClearWire 


Nikki Goeser is the executive director for 
the Crime Prevention Research Center. 


John R. Lott Jr. is the president of the 
Crime Prevention Research Center and 
the author of “Gun Control Myths” 
(2020), “Dumbing Down the Courts,” and 
“Freedomnomics.” 
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Massive Concentration of State-Owned 
Enterprises Seen as a Way Out of 


Pressures for Chinese Policymakers 


Experts say the gigantic central enterprise policy is a regression for China 


SHAWN LIN & LYNN XU 


Beijing’s consolidation of state-owned 
enterprises is picking up speed in its final 
stages. Experts say that this is a step back- 
ward and that the inefficient mega-state 
enterprises will only add to China’s eco- 
nomic decline. 

On Oct. 31, the State-owned Assets Super- 
vision and Administration Commission of 
the State Council (SASAC) held a restructur- 
ing contract signing ceremony with 20 large 
enterprises, including China National Cere- 
als, Oils and Foodstuffs Corporation and 
China Baowu Steel Group. Those central 
enterprises will eventually be integrated 
into 11 groups, according to the Party’s of- 
ficial media outlet, Xinhua. 

A similar move took place on July 12, 
when 23 central enterprises were merged 
into 13 groups of integration projects span- 
ning digital technology, energy equipment, 
supply chain services, and other fields, 
accounting for about a quarter of the enter- 
prises supervised by the SASAC. 

Li Yanming, a U.S.-based China expert 
and current affairs commentator, told The 
Epoch Times that the Chinese Communist 
Party’s (CCP’s) efforts will do nothing but 
ramp up the process of self-destruction, 
citing its monopoly status as tantamount to 
going back to the way it was, because such 
mega-state enterprises are often rampant 
with corruption and drawbacks. 

Central enterprises, or enterprises di- 
rectly under the Central Committee, are 
state-owned enterprises in which the State 
Council or the SASAC performs the role of a 
financier and in which the capital is wholly 
owned or controlled. Currently, there are 
about 98 central enterprises managed by 
the SASAC, covering almost all economic 
sectors. 


CCP’s Internal and External Woes 
According to Li, the CCP accelerating the 
integration of central enterprises is a reac- 
tion to the internal economic crisis and the 
external international pressure to remain 
viable. 

China has been crippled by serious 
economic problems because of its lengthy 
“dynamic zero-COVID” anti-virus policy. 

The real estate market has been one of the 
hardest hit. A large number of real estate de- 
velopers underwent tremendous pressures 
from debt default following the bankruptcy 
of the sector’s pioneer, Evergrande Group. 
Moreover, millions of presold buildings, 
left unfinished by developers, have home- 
buyers withholding mortgage payments, 
exacerbating financial and banking risks. 

The real estate sector and its associated 
industries once made up about one-third of 
China’s gross domestic product. 

Chinese tech giants are also facing an 
exodus of foreign investors because of 
regulatory clampdowns. For example, 


Japan’s SoftBank sold one-third ofits stake 
in e-commerce company Alibaba this year, 
and tech giant Tencent’s major shareholder 
Naspers, a South African multimedia 
group, has been dramatically cutting its 
stake in Tencent. 

In western countries, U.S. attitudes to- 
ward the CCP took the biggest turnaround 
in nearly halfa century under the Trump 
presidency. The free world, led by the United 
States, has begun to disassociate itself from 
China and hound the country’s increas- 
ingly authoritarian Communist regime. 

On Oct. 12, anew U.S. chip ban went 
into effect, stipulating that high-end chips 
below 14 nanometers in size are completely 
unavailable to Chinese companies, and U.S. 
experts in the field are no longer allowed to 
assist Chinese companies in developing or 
producing high-end chips—a nearly des- 
perate prospect for Chinese semiconductor 
companies. 

However, the CCP won't stop hastening its 
rapid development plans in a bid to alleviate 
its economic and political woes and even 
reach its global expanding ambitions, Li 
said. 

The purpose of promoting the consolida- 
tion of central enterprises is to concentrate 
resources on enterprises with advantages 
and main industries, enhance core com- 
petitiveness in the whole industrial chain, 
and benchmark against top international 
enterprises, as claimed by mouthpiece 
Xinhua on July 18. 

On the other hand, Li believes that the 
consolidation of central enterprises can be 
seen as Xi’s reshuffling of interests anda 
vital purge in the economic and financial 
spheres, as state-owned enterprises and 
some large so-called private enterprises 
have long been dominated by family inter- 
ests of former leaders Jiang Zemin and Zeng 
Qinghong. 

Since Xi took control as the top power 
of the CCP in 2012, he carried outa raft of 
purges using the “barrel of a gun” (military 
system), “barrel of a pen” (propaganda sys- 
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Workers make 
ironbarsina 
steel factory in 
Lianyungang, 
Jiangsu 
Province, 
China, on 

Feb. 12, 2021. 


tem), and “barrel of a blade” (political and 
legal system) but didn’t make any move on 
the “bag of money” (financial system) until 
the stock market collapsed in Shanghai and 
Shenzhen from June to July 2015. Xithen 
looked to tighten his grip on the financial 
system and central enterprises, Li said. 


Restructuring History of Central 
Enterprises 

In addition to the consolidations, at least 

26 groups of 47 central enterprises have 
undergone the so-called strategic reorga- 
nization and formed multiple supergiant 
enterprises, such as Ansteel Group, China 
Sinochem Holdings, China State Shipbuild- 
ing Group, Baowu Steel Group, and China 
Ocean Shipping Group according to Xinhua 
on July 18. 

The Chinese government reported that 
these projects may be horizontal mergers 
of similar businesses, vertical integrations 
of upstream and downstream industrial 
chains between central enterprises, adjust- 
ments of similar businesses within central 
enterprises, or mergers of large central 
enterprises with local enterprises. Specific 
integration methods are an amalgam using 
any of reorganization, asset exchange, free 
transfer or equity cooperation, and strategic 
alliance. 

Meanwhile, the authorities have also 
established 10 new central enterprises 
including Sinomine Resource Group, China 
Satellite Network Group, China Electrical 
Equipment Group, China Logistics Group, 
and China Rare Earth Group. 

The size of the reorganized central 
enterprises is appallingly gigantic. In 2016, 
for example, the restructuring of China 
Ocean Shipping Group and China Overseas 
Holdings contained eight listed companies, 
118,000 employees, and total assets of 610 
billion yuan (about $84.4 billion), a deal that 
was described as the most complex in the 
history of the capital market and for which 
both sides had been planning for at least 
six months. This is just one case among 50 


groups of central enterprises to be inte- 
grated, according to a report by Chinese 
financial media outlet Yicai on Feb. 18, 2016. 

Weng Jieming, deputy director of the 
SASAC, said in a Sept. 1 meeting that more 
enterprises would form a new pattern of 
“one enterprise for one industry and one 
industry for one enterprise,” which means 
that each industry should be monopolized 
by one CCP-controlled central enterprise 
and each such central enterprise should 
focus on only one industry. 


Inefficiency of Central Enterprises 

The CCP has been imposing a planned 
economy since it seized power in 1949 and 
carried out a “reform and opening up” 
policy in the late 1970s to renew itself. 

Zhang Weiying, a professor of economics 
at Peking University, pointed out in an ar- 
ticle published in Hong Kong-based media 
outlet Ifeng Financial on Feb.14, 2014, that 
the problems with the Communist Party’s 
state-owned enterprises (SOE) affected the 
Chinese economy. 

Zhang said that ifthe government grants 
SOEs more franchises, such as taxation, 
credit, land, licensing, and other preferen- 
tial treatment, than it does private enter- 
prises; if SOEs can receive government sub- 
sidies in the event of operation losses; and if 
SOE leaders have party official posts, there 
won't be a level competitive environment. If 
the competitive environment isn’t fair, SOEs 
can outweigh private enterprises in all ways 
despite their poor performance—then the 
market isn’t workable. 

He further said the practice in China 
proves that SOEs can only survive under the 
protection of the communist government 
because they’re so inefficient that the privi- 
leges aren't enough to offset their ineffi- 
ciency. Therefore, many local governments 
had to privatize their own state-owned 
enterprises in the 1990s. 

But those lucrative state-owned industries 
are largely inaccessible to the private sector, 
Zhang said. 

Even if private enterprises are eliminated 
in China, there still can be no fair competi- 
tion in an economy with only state-owned 
enterprises. 

“The reason is that different SOEs are 
owned by different levels and local govern- 
ments, and it is impossible for any level of 
government to treat its own SOEs and other 
SOEs equally. The result is that each SOE 
enjoys privileges in its own administra- 
tive area and is discriminated against 
elsewhere,” Zhang said. 

“No matter how strong the central au- 
thority is, it would be no way to solve this 
problem.” 


Shawn Lin is a Chinese expatriate living in 
New Zealand. He has contributed to The 
Epoch Times since 2009, with a focus on 
China-related topics. 


America 
Was Built on 
Coal, Now 
Biden Wants 
to Abolish It 


STEPHEN MOORE 


The one promise that Presi- 
dent Joe Biden has faith- 
fully keptis his pledge to 
“close down’ fossil fuels. 
» We get two-thirds of our 
energy in America from 
fossil fuels, and almost one-third of our 
power comes from coal. That’s quadruple 
the amount of energy we get from wind and 
solar, which are niche forms of energy. 
But Biden doesn't see it that way. He 
recently reiterated his pledge to end coal 
production altogether. 


“No one is building new coal plants 
because they can't rely on it,” Biden said 
on Nov. 4 while in California. “We're going 
to be shutting these plants down all across 
America and having wind and solar.” 

Thope the people in Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
West Virginia, and Wyoming are listen- 
ing because thousands of mostly union 
jobs are associated with the coal plants he 
wants to shutter. 

Biden says we need to “shut down” 
these plants and the jobs that come with 
them because we need to combat climate 
change. One problem: Most of the rest of 
the world is using more coal even as we 
use less. Even the sanctimonious Euro- 
peans are turning to coal because their 
natural gas supplies from Russia are no 
longer reliable. 

Germany is even burning wood now for 
home heating, which is about the most en- 
vironmentally damaging way to get energy. 

But the biggest polluting villain by far is 
China. Beijing is now powering its rapid 
industrial expansion with fossil fuels. The 
Chinese have more than doubled their coal 
production and consumption over the last 
decade, even as we in America have cut 
our domestic coal by almost half. Beijing 
recently announced it is building dozens of 
massive new coal plants. 


Does it sound like this nation of more than 
1 billion people is concerned about climate 
change? 

White House climate envoy John Kerry 
has to explain howwe are reducing global 
warming if every time we shut downa 
coal plant, China builds a new one or two 
or three. 

Coal was the critical fuel source that pow- 
ered the industrial revolution in America, 
which made our economy the strongest in 
the world. Back then, coal was dirty, and the 
constant gurgling of emissions from mas- 
sive coal plants turned cities like Pittsburgh 
into 50 shades of gray smog. 

That was then. Now, American coal plants 
are cleaner all the time. In 2020, the Depart- 
ment of Energy (DOE) issued a report that 
found: “Coal-fired electricity generation 
is cleaner than ever. Research shows that 
anew coal plant with pollution controls 
reduces nitrogen oxides by 83 percent, sul- 
fur dioxide by 98 percent, and particulate 
matter by 99.8 percent compared to plants 
without controls.” 

That’s a giant reduction. It’s one of the 
major reasons why the air that we breathe 
today in America has been getting cleaner 
for 50 years. We've reduced levels of lead, 
carbon monoxide, sulfur, and other pol- 
lutants by more than 50 percent—not bad, 


given that our economy is four times bigger. 

The same DOE report found that “over 
the next 30 years, new coal production of 
145-345 million tons could result in 47,500 
coal mining jobs. The carbon products 
could also result in product value of near 
$139 billion and 480,000 manufacturing 
jobs tied directly to carbon products.” 
That’s a lot of jobs, but the operative word 
here is could. 

Will we? Not if Biden has his way. 

That would be a damn shame. Under the 
Biden plan, we would move technologically 
in reverse in our energy sources. America 
got rich by replacing windmills with coal 
plants, and now, 150 years later, Biden 
wants to replace coal with windmills. 

That’s a strategy for energy poverty and 
cold, dark nights. If you don’t believe me, 
ask the Europeans who are back to using 
candles to light their homes during rolling 
power blackouts. 


Stephen Moore is a senior fellow at the 
Heritage Foundation, chief economist at 
FreedomWorks, and co-founder of the Com- 
mittee to Unleash Prosperity. He served as a 
senior economic adviser to Donald Trump. 
His new book is titled “Govzilla: How the 
Relentless Growth of Government Is Impover- 
ishing America.” 
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WEEKNIGHT COOKING 


A One-Pan Seafood Pasta 


Angel hair pasta, a creamy lemon-garlic sauce, and 
seared steelhead trout make an easy, elegant meal. 


See B2 
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Molten Cheese, 
Argentine Style 


LOW AND SLOW 


The Ultimate Comfort Food for 
a Cold Night 


This classic French beef stew tastes even better made 
in advance. 


See B4 
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Provoleta, a slice 

of soft, bubbling 
grilled cheese topped 
with herbaceous 
chimichurri, is a staple 
appetizer in the South 
American cuisine 


SHEELA PRAKASH 


t’s hard to go wrong with a big dish 

of melty cheese. Fondue, baked 

Brie, and queso fundido are all 

prime examples—provoleta is yet 

another. The bubbling Argentine 
cheese is a dish I deeply fell for on a trip 
to Buenos Aires years ago. 

I was a vegetarian at the time, which 
proved a bit difficult, given how meat- 
heavy Argentine food can be. Provoleta is 
typically served with vibrant chimichurri 
and grilled bread before a feast of grilled 
meats, but it’s so gooey and satisfying that 
it was an entire meal for me while my hus- 
band awaited his steak. Even though I eat 
meat now, Iam still quite content making 
provoleta the star. Whether you enjoy it 
as a Starter or the main event, you really 
can’t go wrong. 


What Is Provoleta? 

Provoleta is both the name of the dish and 
the cheese. Traditionally, the dish is made 
of a thick slice of provolone-style cheese 
cooked over hot coals (often directly on grill 
grates) until it’s melty and browned. Herby, 
garlicky chimichurri sauce is often spooned 
over the warm cheese and the whole thing 
is served immediately with grilled bread. 


Provoleta is typically 
served with vibrant 
chimichurri and grilled 
bread before a feast of 
grilled meats, but it's so 
gooey and satisfying that 
it was an entire meal for 
me while my husband 
awaited his steak. 


Choosing the Cheese 

Provoleta is the now-trademarked name of 
a provolone style of cheese invented around 
1940 for grilling purposes. While it’s similar 
to Italian provolone, it’s not exactly the same 
in terms of texture and flavor. 

Provoleta can be hard to find outside of 
South America, which is why many recipes, 
including this one, call for provolone instead. 
Sharp, aged provolone is your best bet, as it 
is firm enough to be grilled and also deliv- 
ers a Salty, nutty, flavor. Ask the folks at the 
deli counter to cut a thick slice off the long 
cylinder of aged provolone in the deli case. 


Continued on B3 


A Cranberry Conundrum 


Swap the basic sauce for a sweet, sour, spiced, and boozy chutney to carry 


you through Thanksgiving dinner and beyond 


LYNDA BALSLEV 


Tradition has it that a Thanksgiving turkey 
dinner is not complete without cranberry 
sauce. Tradition also has it that every No- 
vember, I find myself scratching my head, 
trying to reimagine cranberry sauce. 
Ihave nothing against cranberries, mind 
you—nor a sauce, for that matter. Icouldn’t 
imagine the holiday table without a heaping 
bowl of glistening ruby berries simmered 
into a tart compote. Yet each year, Imakea 
cranberry sauce and presentit at the table. 


Why not step 
out of your 
comfort zone 
and make a 
jazzy sauce that 
can be creatively 
repurposed? 


And each year, I wrap up the sauce after our 
meal, nearly untouched, and store it in the 
refrigerator for goodness-knows-what fu- 
ture purpose. Iam notsure ifthis is a prob- 
lem unique to my family, or if it’s a hushed 
issue shared by others, too embarrassed to 
voice their cranberry dysfunction in public. 
Let me know if you have any insight. 

Nevertheless, each year I persevere and 
make a cranberry sauce—but now I make 
it with a twist. 


Continued on BS 


TATIANA VORONA/SHUTTERSTOCK 

) This vibrant 
chutney 

is infused 
with a riot 

of spices, 
herbs, citrus, 
and booze. 
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A One-Pan Seafood Pasta 


IVY MANNING 


grewupalatchkey kidin the’80s, which 

means] first learned to cookusing con- 

venient mixes made by Knorr, Rice-a- 

Roni, and Hamburger Helper. While 

this intro to cooking didn’tteach me any 
real meal-making skills (that would come 
later with a subscription to Bon Appétit), it 
did instill in me an appreciation for meals 
where the pasta could be cooked in one pan, 
no draining required. 

Later, I figured out that I didn’t need the 
packets. It’s really quite simple to simmer 
pasta directly in the sauce—it’s just a mat- 
ter of getting the ratio of dry pasta to liq- 
uid right. Once you figure this out, you can 
tinker around with adding protein (seared, 
mild and moist Steelhead trout in this case) 
and finish the dish with whatever cheese, 
fresh herbs, and flavorings you see fit (Par- 
mesan, parsley, and lemon here). The results 
are a one-pan meal that could easily fetch 
$16 or more ina restaurant, but costs about 
a third of that when done at home. 


What Is Steelhead Trout, Anyway? 
Steelhead trout are a subspecies of trout na- 
tive to the Pacific and Alaskan waters. They 
are anadromous, meaning they spawn in 
fresh water and then they migrate to the 
ocean where they grow larger than fresh- 
water trout. Just like salmon, they then re- 
turn to fresh water to mate. 

Their flesh is light orange, like salmon, 
but with a milder flavor and juicy texture 
that even fish-haters love. The fillets tend 
to be thinner than fat, farm-raised Atlantic 
salmon, so they cook quickly and stay moist, 
even when overcooked a bit. 


Tips for Success 

Choose a thin strand pasta on the cheaper 
end ofthe spectrum. Barilla, American Beau- 
ty, and De Cecco are all good choices. I've 
found pricier imported brands of 100 percent 
semolina flour pasta tend to drink up more 
moisture. While you can adjust by adding 
more broth to the pan if needed, I prefer to 
keep to the liquid ratio I know works. 

Get the ratio right. I use 3 1/2 cups liquid 
to 8 ounces of thin strand pasta. To add 
creaminess, I like to use a combo of broth 
and milk, but you can opt for a broth-only 
sauce if you like. 

Keep the pasta submerged while it’s 
cooking. I do this by stirring occasionally 


It's really quite 
simple to 
simmer pasta 
directly in 

the sauce_ it’s 
just a matter 
of getting the 
ratio of dry 
pasta to liquid 
right. 


Steelhead trout has a 
mild flavor and juicy 
texture that can win over 
even fish-haters. 


BEARFOTOS/SHUTTERSTOCK 


with a spatula and pushing down gently 
on the pasta to keep it (mostly) under the 
liquid as it cooks. 

Keep checking for doneness. After 5 
minutes, taste a strand of pasta to see 
if it’s done. (It will take longer than the 
box instructs because you're cooking at 
a simmer.) Reduce the heat if the liquid 
is simmering away too quickly before the 
pasta is tender. Depending on your stove 
and the pasta you use, the pasta will be 
al dente (tender with a tiny bit of chew) 
around the 8-minute mark. 

Finish with flavorful add-ins. Because I'm 
alemon-lover, I stirin fresh lemon juice and 


YUNHEE KIM/TNS 


This one-pan 
fish and pasta 
meal is easy on the 
wallet and stuns on 
the table to boot. 


‘N 


zest for brightness. Parsley, basil, arugula, 
chives, or baby spinach will add color and 
freshness, and some cheese adds a nice 
touch ofumami.I prefer freshly grated Par- 
migiano Reggiano, but you could also use 
Grana Padano (less expensive but with a 
similar flavor), Pecorino Romano, or even 
creamy chevre, ifyou have it on hand. 


Ivy Manning is a contributor to TheKitchn. 
com, a nationally known blog for people who 
love food and home cooking. Submit any 
comments or questions to editorial@thekitchn. 
com. Copyright 2022 Apartment Therapy. 
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC. 


(X) ONE-PAN STEELHEAD TROUT WITH LEMON GARLIC ANGEL HAIR PASTA 


SERVES 4 

1 large shallot 

3 cloves garlic 

11/2 medium lemons, divided 
8 sprigs fresh parsley 


4 (about 5-ounce) skin-on steelhead trout or 
salmon fillets 


11/4 teaspoons kosher salt, divided, plus more 
as needed 


1/4 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper, plus 
more as needed 


2 tablespoons olive oil, divided 


21/4 cups low-sodium chicken broth, plus 
more as needed 


i1cup whole or 2 percent milk 


1 pinch red pepper flakes 


8 ounces dried angel hair pasta 


1/2 ounce Parmesan cheese (about 1/4 cup 


finely grated) 


Dice the shallot (about 1/2 cup). Finely chop the 
garlic cloves. Cut the 1/2 lemon into 4 wedges and 


reserve for serving. 


Prepare the following, adding each to the same 
small bowl as it is completed: Finely grate the zest 
of the remaining lemon until you have 2 teaspoons. 
Juice the lemon until you have 3 tablespoons. 

Pick the leaves from the fresh parsley sprigs and 
coarsely chop (about 1/4 cup). 


Pat the trout or salmon fillets dry with paper towels. 
Season all over with 3/4 teaspoon of the kosher salt 
and 1/4 teaspoon black pepper. 


Heat 1 tablespoon of the olive oil in a large straight- 
sided skillet or nonstick frying pan over medium- 
high heat until shimmering. Working in batches if 


needed, add the fish in a single layer skin side-up. 
Sear undisturbed for 3 minutes. Carefully slide a 
thin spatula under the fish to loosen, then flip the 
fish over. Cook on the second side until the fish is 
just cooked through, about 3 minutes. 


pan with a wooden spoon. 


Transfer the fish to a plate skin-side up and loosely 
tent with aluminum foil to keep warm. Wipe out the 
fishy oil in the pan with a paper towel. 


Heat the remaining 1 tablespoon olive oil in the 
same pan over medium heat until it shimmers. 
Add the shallots and cook, stirring frequently, until 
tender, about 2 minutes. Add the garlic and sauté 
until fragrant, about 30 seconds. 


Add the chicken broth, milk, remaining 1/2 
teaspoon kosher salt, and red pepper flakes. 
Increase the heat to high and bring to a boil, 
scraping up any browned bits on the bottom of the 


Break the angel hair pasta in half with your hands 


and add it to the pan. Reduce the heat to medium 
low. Simmer uncovered, stirring and pressing the 
pasta down witha spatula to submerge it in liquid 
occasionally, until the pasta is tender and most of 
the liquid is absorbed (add more broth if needed), 7 
to 8 minutes. Meanwhile, finely grate the Parmesan 
cheese if needed (about 1/4 cup). 


Remove the pan from the heat. Add the parsley 
and lemon mixture and toss with tongs to combine. 
Sprinkle with the Parmesan and toss to combine. 
Taste and season with more kosher salt and black 
pepper as needed. 


Remove the skin from the fish and discard. Divide 
the pasta among four pasta bowls or plates and top 
with the fish browned side up. Serve with the lemon 
wedges. 


NOTE 


Leftovers can be refrigerated in an airtight 
container for up to two days. 


Baked Tofu Makes a 


Better Stir-Fry 


BREANA KILLEEN 


When you're short on time, reach for this 
stir-fry recipe. Baked tofu has a firm, 
toothsome texture that crisps well in a hot 
pan. You can find it in flavors like teriyaki 
and sesame, both of which are delicious 
here. Or opt for a smoked version, which 
has the same texture with a more robust 
flavor. Serve over brown rice. 


Baked tofu has a firm, 
toothsome texture that 
crisps well in a hot pan. 


EatingWell is a magazine and website 
devoted to healthy eating as a way of life. 
Online at EatingWell.com. Copyright 2022 
Meredith Corporation. Distributed by 
Tribune Content Agency, LLC. 


oyster sauce. © ~ 


(X) MUSHROOM AND TOFU STIR-FRY 


PREP & COOKING TIME 
Active Time: 20 minutes 


BLAINEMOATS/TNS Total Time: 20 minutes 


1 large clove garlic, grated 


TIP 


Bes SERVES 5 
This quick tofu and . eee 
veggie stir-fry uses - 4 tablespoons peanut oil or canola oil, divided 
flavored baked tofu 1 pound mixed mushrooms, sliced 
and savory-sweet medium red bell pepper, diced 


1 bunch scallions, trimmed and cut into 2-inch pieces 


1 tablespoon grated fresh ginger 


1 (8-ounce) container baked tofu or smoked tofu, diced 
3 tablespoons oyster sauce or vegetarian oyster sauce 


Heat 2 tablespoons oil in a large flat-bottom wok or cast-iron skillet over high heat. Add mushrooms and bell 
pepper; cook, stirring occasionally, until soft, about 4 minutes. Stir in scallions, ginger and garlic; cook for 30 
seconds more. Transfer the vegetables to a bowl. 


Add the remaining 2 tablespoons oil and tofu to the pan. Cook, turning once, until browned, 
3 to 4 minutes. Stir in the vegetables and oyster sauce. Cook, stirring, until hot, about 1 minute. 


Sweet, salty oyster sauce is made from, well, oysters, along with salt, sugar and sometimes soy sauce. 
Substitute vegetarian oyster or stir-fry sauce, if desired, which uses mushrooms instead of oysters. 

Recipe nutrition per serving: 171 Calories, Total Fat: 13 g, Saturated Fat: 2 g, Cholesterol: 0 mg, Carbohydrates: 9 g, 
Fiber: 2 g, Total Sugars: 4 g, Protein: 8 g, Sodium: 309 mg, Potassium: 469 mg, Iron: 2 mg, Folate: 48 meg, Calcium: 
113 mg, Vitamin A: 925 IU, Vitamin C: 36 mg. 
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The Frugal Frittata 


BRENT HOFACKER/SHUTTERSTOCK 


MARY HUNT === Pj c What’s for 
A : d fi dinner? 
It’s been a hectic day. The family’shungry, | /SSI@C Irom Consider the 
the fridge offers little more than eggs and simplicity, a 
leftovers and you're fresh out of answers . 7 ee = d 
for the question everyone’s asking: What’s frittatas endl see diy 
for dinner? The solution may be foundina 
versatile. 
single word: frittata. have another 
A frittata is like an omelet but without advantage: 
the fancy pan work. It’s similar to a quiche They’ 
without the troublesome crust, additional eyvre 
dairy products, and long baking time. For delicious 
a frittata, you simply prepare the filling 
(leftovers are ideal), pour the eggs on top, hot, cold, 
and cookuntil set. While an omelet is soft, 
delicate, and slightly runny, a frittata is ten- or atroom 
der but firm. . temperature, 
An omelet is prepared at a higher tem- : 
perature with critical timing. A frittatais | SO yOu don’t 
cooked slowly over low heat and not folded ; 
over. Aside from simplicity, frittatas have have to sweat 
another advantage: They’re delicious hot, the timing. 
cold, or at room temperature, so you don’t 
have to sweat the timing, as you do with 
most omelets, which must be served warm. 
Making the perfect frittata is as simple as 
learning these easy tricks. 
Pan: Nonstick frying pans with ovenproof 
handles make the best frittatas. Conven- 
tional skillets require so much oil to pre- 
vent sticking that frittatas cooked in them 
are greasy. You need a 10-inch pan fora 
six-egg frittata (serves four) or a 12-inch 
skillet for eight-egg frittatas to serve six. 
Filling: Potatoes, onions, mushrooms, 
vegetables, ham, pancetta, cheese, and 
chicken (just about anything) are great 
candidates to fill a frittata. 
Ideally, the filling should just cover the 
bottom of the pan. Begin by sautéing the 
filling items in a small amount of oil in the 
same pan you will prepare the frittata. Mary Hunt is the founder of Everyday- She invites questions and comments at 
= Cheapskate.com, a frugal living blog EverydayCheapskate.com/contact, “Ask 
Eggs: Beat eggs (six or eight depending Nonstick frying pans and the author of the book “Debt-Proof Mary.” Tips can be submitted at Tips. 
on the skillet size) lightly and pour them with ovenproof handles Living.” She invites you to visither ather | EverydayCheapskate.com. This column 
over the filling. Once the bottom is firm, make the best frittatas. website, where this column is archived will answer questions of general interest, 
use a thin plastic spatula to gently lift the ESHMA/SHUTTERSTOCK complete with links and resources forall but letters cannot be answered individu- 
frittata edge so that the uncooked eggs recommended products and services. ally. Copyright 2022 Creators.com 
run underneath. Continue cooking for 
about 40 seconds until the egg on top is 
no lenges sunny: COUNTRY FRITTATA 
Transfer the skillet to the oven at 350 (\) 
degrees F. Bake until the frittata top is set 
and dry to the touch, two to four minutes. SERVES 6 Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. 
Note: If you do not have a pan with an 2 teaspoons olive oil Ina 12-inch nonstick pan with an ovenproof 
ovenproof handle, slide the frittata onto 4 pound cooked potatoes, cueiite- arial cnUnKe handle, heat olive oil until hot. Add the potatoes, 
a plate and then flip it over, and then back meat, and garlic and sauté just until golden on all 
into the skillet to continue cooking for Ham, pancetta, or cooked chicken (about 2 sides. Add peas. In a small bowl, whisk the eggs and 
several minutes. ounces) pour over the filling. Season with salt and pepper 
A garlic cloves, thinly sliced and cook over medium-low heat, occasionally 
Serve: Run the spatula around the skillet 1/2 cup frozen peas, thawed sliding a spatula around the edges of the pan to 
edge to loosen the frittata. Invert onto a sieges loosen the frittata as it cooks. Cook until nearly set. 
serving plate. Cutinto wedges. Serve warm, Sprinkle with cheese and place in the oven for 
atroom temperature, or chilled. Serve with Salt and pepper two to four minutes or until set evenly and slightly 
salad and crusty bread. 1/4 cup Parmesan cheese, grated golden. Yum! 
Molten Ch A tine Styl 
oten eese, ATZennNe ec 
Continued from B1 aaa grates and you'll get alittle more brown- —Sheelah Prakash is a contributor to 
SI ed ing on the top. TheKitchn.com, a nationally known blog 
Making It at Home harp, as You don’t need to serve provoleta with _for people who love food and home cook- 
It requires some skill to cook provoleta on provolone is much else but good crusty bread. Grillthe ing. Submit any comments or questions 
the grill grates, so I like to flip the cheese bread, ifyou like, becausethe grillisalready to editorial@thekitchn.com. Copyright 
into acastiron skillet after grilling it directly your best bet, on, or ifyou’re going the broiler route, toast +2022 Apartment Therapy. Distributed by 
on grill grates on one side. This allows the as it is firm the bread in a skillet or in the toaster. Tribune Content Agency, LLC. 
cheese to continue to melt without fear ofit 
falling through the grates. For this reason, enough to be 
you won't get much browning on the cheese, ‘ 
but don’t sweat it: It will still be perfectly grilled and ARGENTINE-INSPIRED PROVOLETA 
melted and gooey. The skillet also doubles also delivers 
as a handy serving vessel. SERVES 4TO6 down the sides of the bowl occasionally, until blended 
If you'd rather not bother with the a salty, nut ty, 1 (8-ounce, about 1-inch-thick) piece sharp but still a little chunky, 25 to 30 pulses. 
grill, you van make provoleta under flavor provolone cheese Lightly brush one side of the cheese with olive oil. 
the broiler. Skipping the grill does have : 1 clove garlic Place, oil-side down, on the direct-heat side of the 
a benefit for home cooks: It’s a bit less grill. Grill uncovered until the edges start to melt 
Fi 2 Z 1small bunch fresh parsley : : 
nerve-wrecking than cooking over grill : and soften, 30 seconds to 1 minute. Use a thin 
3 sprigs fresh oregano metal spatula to lift and flip the provolone over into 
1/4 cup olive oil, plus more for brushing the skillet, oil-side up. 
1 tablespoon red wine vinegar Cover and grill, until the cheese is very soft and 
1/4 teaspoon kosher salt melty, 6 to 8 minutes more. Carefully transfer the 
1/at d flak skillet to a heat-proof plate or surface. Spoon some 
CaBRVOtre natal pres of the chimichurri over the provoleta and serve 
Crusty bread, for serving immediately with crusty bread and the remaining 
Heat half of a gas grill for direct, medium-high heat Chimichurri. 
(about 400 degrees F), or heat acharcoal grill for RECIPE NOTES 
two-zone cooking. Place a small cast iron skillet, Make ahead: The chimichurri can be made up 
even-sate frying pan, or grill-safe baking dish to one day ahead and refrigerated in an airtight 
that’s about the same size as the piece of sharp container with some plastic wrap pressed onto the 
provolone cheese on the grates of the unlit side of surface to keep it from browning. 
the grill while it is heating. Meanwhile, make the . : 
ibe : Broiler method: Arrange an oven rack 6 to 8 inches 
chimichurri. : : 
; ; - from the broiler element and heat the broiler to 
Prepare the following, adding each to a mini high. Heat a small cast-iron skillet or oven-safe 
or regular food processor fitted with the blade frying pan on the stovetop over medium-high 
attachment as you complete it: Smash and peel the heat. Place the provolone directly into the skillet 
garlic clove. Pick the leaves from eht fresh parsley and cook until the bottom edges start to melt 
until you have 1 packed cup. Pick the leaves fromthe —_ and bubble, 30 seconds to 1 minute. Immediately 
fresh oregano sprigs until you have 1/4 packed cup. transfer to the oven and broil until the top has 
Provoleta is both the name of the dish and the cheese. Add the olive oil, red wine vinegar, kosher salt, and red browned in spots and the cheese is very soft and 
GON MPMC/SHUTTERSTOCK pepper flakes to the food processor. Pulse, scraping melty, 3 to 5 minutes more. 
| | af 8 a 6 Z 
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The Ultimate Comfort Food 
for a Cold Night 


JENNIFER SEGAL 


With over 4,000 5-star reviews, this clas- 
sic French beef stew is the all-time most 
popular recipe on my website. It is the 
ultimate cold-weather comfort food. 
Chunks of well-marbled beef are seared 
ina hot pan, then gently braised with gar- 
lic and onions in arich wine-based broth. 
After a few hours in the oven, the meat 
becomes meltingly tender and enveloped 
in a deeply flavorful sauce. 

It takes a few hours to make, but the 
recipe is mostly hands-off. Go ahead and 
make it a day or two ahead of time; the 
flavor improves the longer it sits. 


What You'll Need 

The most important thing is to start with 
the right cut of meat. You want to buy 
chuck roast that is well-marbled—that 
means it should have a good amount of 
white veins of fat running through it. Stay 
away from meat generically packaged as 
“stew meat,” especially if it looks lean (I 
can guarantee you it will not get tender, 
no matter how long you cook it). 

For the wine, use any dry red (pinot 
noir, merlot, cabernet sauvignon, etc.) 
that is inexpensive but still good enough 
to drink. 

Feel free to adapt the recipe to your lik- 
ing. You can leave out the potatoes and 
serve it over buttered egg noodles, or toss 
in some frozen peas or sautéed mush- 
rooms at the very end. Either way, it’s soul- 


It takes a few 
hours to make, 
but the recipe 
is mostly 
hands. off. 


The most important thing 
is to start with the right 
cut of meat, chuck roast 

that is well-marbled; stay 

away from stew meat. 


satisfying comfort food for a cold night. 


Jennifer Segal is a classically trained 
chef, cookbook author, and busy mom. 
She became interested in cooking in 


ALL PHOTOS BY JENNIFER SEGAL 


This classic French stew sears chunks of well-marbled beef, then gently braises them with garlic and onions ina 
rich wine-based broth. 


college while studying abroad in France 


and living with a French family. She is 


a graduate of L'Academie de Cuisine. 
This article was originally published on 
OnceUponaChef.com. 


(X) BEEF STEW WITH CARROTS AND POTATOES 


PREP & COOKING TIME 
Total Time: 3 hours 30 minutes 


SERVES 6 


3 pounds boneless beef chuck (well-marbled), 
cut into 1 1/2-inch pieces 


2 teaspoons salt 

1 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper 

3 tablespoons olive oil 

2 medium yellow onions, cut into 1-inch chunks 
7 cloves garlic, peeled and smashed 

2 tablespoons balsamic vinegar 

11/2 tablespoons tomato paste 

1/4 cup all-purpose flour 

2 cups dry red wine 


2 cups beef broth 


2 cups water 

1 bay leaf 

1/2 teaspoon dried thyme 

11/2 teaspoons sugar 

4 large carrots, peeled and cut into 1-inch chunks 
on a diagonal 

1 pound small white boiling potatoes (baby 
Yukons), cut in half 

Fresh chopped parsley, for serving (optional) 
Preheat the oven to 325 degrees F and set arack in 
the lower middle position. 


Pat the beef dry and season with the salt and 
pepper. In alarge Dutch oven or heavy soup pot, 
heat 1 tablespoon of the olive oil over medium-high 
heat until hot and shimmering. Brown the meat in 3 
batches, turning with tongs, for about 5 minutes per 
batch; add one tablespoon more oil for each batch. 


(To sear the meat properly, do not crowd the pan 
and let the meat develop a nice brown crust before 
turning with tongs.) Transfer the meat to a large 
plate and set aside. 


Add the onions, garlic, and balsamic vinegar; 

cook, stirring with a wooden spoon and scraping 

the brown bits from bottom of the pan, for about 

5 minutes. Add the tomato paste and cook fora 
minute more. Add the beef with its juices back to 
the pan and sprinkle with the flour. Stir with wooden 
spoon until the flour is dissolved, 1 to 2 minutes. 
Add the wine, beef broth, water, bay leaf, thyme, and 
sugar. Stir with a wooden spoon to loosen any brown 
bits from the bottom of the pan and bring to a boil. 
Cover the pot with a lid, transfer to the preheated 
oven, and braise for 2 hours. 


Remove the pot from the oven and add the carrots 
and potatoes. Cover and place back in oven for 
about an hour more, or until the vegetables are 
cooked, the broth is thickened, and the meat is 


tender. Fish out the bay leaf and discard, then taste 
and adjust seasoning, if necessary. 


Serve the stew warm—or let it come to room 
temperature and then store in the refrigerator 
overnight or until ready to serve. This stew improves 
in flavor if made at least 1 day ahead. Reheat, 
covered, over medium heat or ina 350-degree-F 
oven. Garnish with fresh parsley, if desired. 


NOTE 


If you don’t have a Dutch oven or covered pot that is 
appropriate for the oven, the stew can be cooked on 
the stove. The timing will be the same and it should 
be cooked over the lowest setting. 


FREEZER-FRIENDLY INSTRUCTIONS 


The stew can be frozen for up to 3 months. Before 
serving, defrost the stew in the refrigerator for 
24 hours and then reheat on the stovetop over 
medium-low heat until hot. 


Step by Step 


© Brown the meat 
in batches, being 


careful not to 
crowd the pan. 


1) Trim and 


cube the beef, 
and season 
generously with 
salt and pepper. 


3) Remove the 


meat and add the 
onions, garlic, and 


4) Cook until the 


vegetables are 
softened, then 


& Add the beef © 


back into the 
pan, sprinkle with 


balsamic vinegar add the tomato flour, and stir until 
to deglaze the paste and cook dissolved. 
pan. for a minute 

more. 


Q Add the carrots 


Add the wine, 

broth, water, and potatoes, 

thyme, bay then return to the 

leaves, and oven and continue 

sugar; bring toa cooking until 

boil, then cover the meat is fork- 

and braise in the tender, the broth 

oven for 2 hours. is thickened, and 
the carrots and 
potatoes are tender. 


A Smart Step for Better Chili 


Ground beef is an easy base for chili, as it 
doesn’t require any preparation such as 
chopping or slicing beforehand—just putit 
in the pot and go! This convenience comes 
at a price, however, as ground meat can 
give up a lot of moisture as it cooks and 
becomes dry and pebbly. But don’t worry: 
This chili recipe uses a secret ingredient to 
keep the beef tender and juicy. 

To keep the beef tender and moist, treat 
it with baking soda. Yes, baking soda. The 
baking soda raises the meat’s pH, helping 
its proteins attract more water and lockitin 
during cooking. This keeps the meat juicy 
and also helps it brown more quickly. 


For 25 years, home cooks have relied on 
America’s Test Kitchen for rigorously tested 
recipes developed by professional test cooks 
and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. 


The family of brands—which includes 
Cook’s Illustrated, Cook’s Country, and 
America’s Test Kitchen Kids—offers reliable 
recipes for cooks of all ages and skill levels. 
See more online at AmericasTestKitchen. 
com/TCA. Copyright 2022 America’s Test 
Kitchen. Distributed by Tribune Content 
Agency, LLC. 


ELLE SIMONE 


This chili has a secret ingredient to keep the 
beef tender. 


(X) BEEF AND BEAN CHILI 


SERVES6 

1 pound 85 percent lean ground beef 
2 tablespoons water 

1/4 teaspoon baking soda 

1 (15-ounce) can pinto beans 

3 tablespoons vegetable oil 

1 small onion, peeled and chopped 


1 red bell pepper, stemmed, seeded, and cut into 
1/2-inch pieces 


1/4 teaspoon salt 

4 garlic cloves, peeled and minced 
3 tablespoons chili powder 

2 teaspoons ground cumin 

3/4 teaspoon dried oregano 
11/2 cups chicken broth 


1 (14.5-ounce) can crushed tomatoes 


In amedium bowl, combine beef, water, and baking 
soda. Mix until well combined. Set aside. 


Drain beans in a colander. Rinse beans with cold 
water and shake colander to drain well. 


Ina Dutch oven, heat oil over medium heat for 1 
minute (oil should be hot but not smoking). Add onion, 
bell pepper, and salt and cook, stirring occasionally 
with a wooden spoon, until vegetables are softened, 
about 5 minutes. Stir in garlic, chili powder, cumin, 
and oregano and cook for 1 minute. 


Add beef mixture and cook, breaking up meat into 
small pieces with the wooden spoon, until no longer 
pink, about 5 minutes. 


Carefully stir in broth, tomatoes, and drained beans. 
Use the wooden spoon to scrape up any browned bits 
on the bottom of the Dutch oven. Bring to a simmer. 
Reduce heat to medium-low, cover, and cook for 20 
minutes, stirring once halfway through. 

Remove lid and continue to cook, stirring occasionally, 


until chili is thickened, about 20 minutes. Serve with 
your favorite chili toppings. 
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Sandwiching the Flavors of Fall in a Whoopie Pie 


ARI LEVAUX 


Autumn is a time for foliage, crisp tem- 
peratures, hunkering down, and of course, 
pumpkin pie spices. On this trip around 
the sun, our pie spices come in the form 
of a fall-flavored whoopie pie. 

Whoopie pie consists of two large, soft 
cookies sandwiched around a creamy fill- 
ing. With roots in Pennsylvania and New 
England, whoopie pie is the official state pie 
of Maine. The chocolate version stuffed with 
vanilla, sometimes called a Big Fat Oreo, is 
the most common rendition. Mel Redding 
of Jesse Pepper’s Smoke Shack in White Sul- 
phur Springs, Montana, hails from Vermont. 
Accordingly, her pumpkin spice whoopie 
pie contains a maple cream cheese filling. 

Redding owns and operates Jesse Peppers 
Smoke Shack along with her children Lily, 
Ollie, and Travis. When her daughter Bai- 
ley got married in Bar Harbor, they served 
whoopie pies at her wedding. Redding’s 
other son Jesse, aka Jesse Peppers, died 
in a car crash two years ago. The last time 
she saw him, he made her promise that the 
family would start a restaurant together. 
Jesse Peppers Smoke Shack, perched on a 
high, windy plateau between the Yellow- 
stone and Missouririvers, is a green shoot 
that grew from that promise. 

Jesse’s exuberant spirit remains present in 
the kitchen, where his urn and knives have 
ahave a place of honor, and his favorite dub- 
step music plays every afternoon. Although 
the entire family is food-focused, Jesse was 
the only memberto actually graduate from 
culinary school, and his experience laces 
the menu. A larger-than-life portrait of this 
larger-than-life man smiles at you when 
you enter the dining room. Although Jesse’s 
story isn’t posted, the locals are learning why 
Jesse Pepper’s Smoke Shack is here. 

“I make sure to tell his story to at least two 
customers every day,” Mel told me. 

After about 10 months in business, this 
culinary shrine has been embraced by a 
population that could not be further from 
BBQ country or Vermont. 

Last summer, after wrote about the show- 
stealing potato salad at Jesse Peppers, Red- 
ding says they received visitors who had also 
lost children. They made pilgrimages from 
as far as Nevada, looking to connect with 
Meland her family. “There is abond among 
people who've lost a child,” she told me. 


ARILEVAUX 


night of peaceful rest, 

As he leaves the house, bareheaded, and 
goes out to feed the stock, 

When the frost is on the punkin and the 
fodder’s in the shock. 


Happy autumn. 


Ari LeVaux writes about food in Missoula, 
Mont. 


PUMPKIN MAPLE 
WHOOPIE PIES 


The pumpkin spice whoopie pie at Jesse Pepper’s Smoke Shack in White Sulphur 
Springs, Mont. 


Mel Redding 
hails from 
Vermont. 
Accordingly, 
her pumpkin 
spice whoopie 
pie contains a 
maple cream 
cheese filling. 


I popped into Jesse Pepper’s a few weeks 
ago for some Texas Tacos, filled with burnt 
ends of brisket, cheesy potatoes, and pick- 
led jalapenos. Mel gave me a pumpkin ma- 
ple whoopie pie to sample, and Ihad to pass 
it along to you. Or y'all, as they say in BBQ 
country. She agreed to share the recipe. 

I was living in Vermont when I first heard 
the expression “frost on the pumpkin.” It 
comes from a poem by James Whitcomb 
Riley, and conveys the feeling of sitting by 
awarm fire on a chilly evening. I will leave 
you with the opening stanza of Riley’s poem, 
followed by Redding’s pumpkin maple 
whoopie pie recipe. 


When the frost is on the punkin and the 
fodder’s in the shock, 

And you hear the kyouck and gobble of 
the struttin’ turkey-cock, 

And the clackin’ of the guineys, and the 
cluckin’ of the hens, 

And the rooster’s hallylooyer as he tiptoes 
on the fence; 

O, it’s then’s the times a feller is a-feelin’ 


at his best, 


With the risin’ sun to greet him from a 


This big, fat, pumpkin spice-flavored treat will make 
you feel cozy while it tickles your sweet tooth. 
MAKES 6 WHOOPIE PIES 

FORTHE PUMPKIN COOKIES 

3 cups flour 

1 teaspoon salt 

1 teaspoon baking soda 

1 teaspoon baking powder 

3 tablespoons pumpkin pie spices 

1 cup white sugar 

1 cup brown sugar 

i1cup vegetable oil 

3 cups pumpkin purée 

2eggs 

1 teaspoon vanilla 

FOR THE MAPLE CREAM CHEESE FILLING 
3 cups powdered sugar 

1/2 cup butter, softened 

8 ounces soft cream cheese 

1/2 cup maple syrup 

1 teaspoon vanilla 

MAKE THE COOKIES: 


Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. 


In one bowl, add the flour, salt, baking soda, baking 
powder, and pie spices. Whisk together. In another 
bowl, combine the eggs, oil, both sugars, pumpkin, 
and vanilla. Add the dry ingredients to the wet 
ingredients. Don’t over-mix. 

Use an ice cream scoop—about 1/4 cup—to dollop 
the cookies onto an oiled cookie sheet. 


Bake cookies for 12 minutes. 
MAKE THE FILLING: 
Mix all ingredients and stir until light and fluffy. 


Make sure the cookies have completely cooled. Make 
sandwiches with the cream cheese mixture. 


A Cranberry Conundrum (X) CRANBERRY BOURBON CHUTNEY 


Continued from B1 


A straightforward cranberry sauce con- 
sists of cranberries and sugar, which (to 
me) is one-dimensional. Why not step out 
of your comfort zone and make a jazzy 
sauce that can be creatively repurposed? 
I jack up my sauce, transforming it into 
what could also be called a chutney—in 
other words, a condiment that has legs: 
a tasty, vibrant sauce that will carry you 
through the entertaining season. 
Chutneys are a raucous sludge of fresh 
and dried fruit simmered in a sweet, 
sharp bath of citrus, maybe vinegar, per- 
haps a splash of spirits, and infused with 
sweet whole spices, savory aromatics, 
and a kick of heat. A sweet and puckery 
chutney will provide a little extra bling 
to your Thanksgiving while seamlessly 
multitasking beyond the turkey dinner, 


because, yes, there may be leftovers. 
Spread it on a sandwich, serve it on a 
cheese and charcuterie board, dab it on 
cocktail crostini, or spoon a dollop along- 
side a beef roast or pork loin. Who knows? 
You might be very pleased this year when 
you have a lot of cranberry sauce left over 
after Thanksgiving. 


Lynda Balslev is a cookbook author, 
food and travel writer, and recipe 
developer based in the San Francisco 
Bay Area, where she lives with her 
Danish husband, two children, a cat, 
and a dog. Balslev studied cooking at 
Le Cordon Bleu Ecole de Cuisine in 
Paris and worked as a personal chef, 
culinary instructor, and food writer in 
Switzerland and Denmark. Copyright 
2022 Lynda Balslev. Distributed by 
Andrews McMeel Syndication. 


PREP & COOKING TIME 
Active Time: 25 minutes 


Total Time: 25 minutes, plus overnight chilling 


MAKES ABOUT 2 CUPS 


12 ounces cranberries (fresh or frozen) 


1 cup golden raisins 


1/2 cup fresh orange juice 


1/2 cup packed light brown sugar 


1/4 cup bourbon 


3 coins cut from a finger of fresh ginger 


1(8-inch) sprig fresh rosemary 
1 (2-inch) cinnamon stick 

Zest of one orange 

1/4 teaspoon allspice 


1/4 teaspoon kosher salt 


1/4 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper 


Combine all the ingredients in a medium saucepan. 
Bring to a simmer over medium heat, stirring 


frequently to dissolve the sugar. Reduce the heat 
to medium-low and simmer, uncovered, until the 
cranberries burst and the chutney thickens, about 
20 minutes, stirring occasionally. 

Remove from the heat and cool completely. 
Discard the ginger, rosemary sprig, and cinnamon 
stick. Transfer the chutney to a glass container and 
refrigerate for at least 1 day to allow the flavors 

to develop. Store in the refrigerator for up to 1 
week or freeze for up to 1 month. Serve at room 


temperature. 
© ' 
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The classic Thanksgiving condiment 
deserves better. 


VALENTINA RAZUMOVA/SHUTTERSTOCK 


Make It a Grilled Cheese 


ANDREA BEMIS 


I look forward to Thanksgiving all year 
long, so it feels totally wrong to only enjoy 
that wonderful food, the great company, 
and those festive cocktails for just one af- 
ternoon. I like to keep the party going all 
weekend long by using the Thanksgiving 
leftovers in as many different ways as Ican. 

This simple grilled cheese sandwich is a 
great way to use up any leftover cranberry 
sauce and cheese from your Thanksgiving 
spread. It makes a great lunch, but is also 
hearty enough to enjoy as alight dinner with 
leftover Brussels sprouts or green beans. 

I absolutely love how the melty cheese, 
tart cranberries, and grainy mustard com- 
plement each other in this grilled cheese. 
It’s so tasty that I’m not sure! can go backto 
atraditional grilled cheese sandwich fora 
while. The great news is that this sandwich 
is amazingly easy to whip up and definitely 
acrowd-pleaser—perfect for post-Thanks- 
giving guests. I think these taste best witha 


little leftover bubbly and plenty of napkins. 


Andrea Bemis is acontributor to TheKitchn. 
com, a nationally known blog for people 
who love food and home cooking. Submit 
any comments or questions to editorial@ 
thekitchn.com. Copyright 2022 Apartment 
Therapy. Distributed by Tribune Content 
Agency, LLC. 
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7 CRANBERRY AND BRIE 
These taste GRILLED CHEESE 
best witha ecayeee 
little leftover Aslices bread (left over from Thanksgiving 


bubbly and 
plenty of 
napkins. 


Melty brie cheese, tart 
cranberries, and grainy 
mustard complement 
each other perfectly in 
this post-Thanksgiving 
grilled cheese. 


stuffing is great!) 
2 tablespoons unsalted butter 
1/2 cup cranberry sauce 


2 tablespoons good-quality whole-grain 
mustard 


Pinch salt 


4 ounces Brie cheese, sliced about 1/4 inch 
thick, or any other leftover cheese 


Butter 1 side of each slice of bread. Place the bread 
butter-side-down on a cutting board. Spread cranberry 
sauce on one slice and mustard and cheese on the 

other slice of bread. Sprinkle with a pinch of salt and 
join the slices together to make a sandwich. Repeat 
with the remaining slices to make a second sandwich. 


Heat a nonstick skillet over medium-high heat. Cook 
sandwiches for about 3 minutes per side or until the 
bread has browned and the cheese has melted. Slice 
in half and enjoy! 


Bo 
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Across 
1. Distort 
5. Spanish 17th-century 
trick-taking card game 
10. Spuds MacKenzie, e.g. 
16. On the main 
17. Guts 
18. Attraction 
19. Forte of the deaf 
21. Gray matter 
22. Work, ina way 
23.“___ be my pleasure!” 
24. Least wild 
25. Fifth Avenue fun 
29. Feed the kitty 
30. Weeder’s tool 
31. Volcanic flow 
32. Peach or plum 
35. “Sounds good to me” 
36. Jack’s inferior 
37. Ecclesiastical instruc- 
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39. Pickled delicacy 
AO. Beat 

41. Bonanza finds 
42. Necessity for text 
47. Hood 

A8. Zealous 

49. Twosome 

50. Kept 

53. Kooky 

54. Kind of meeting 
57. Go public with 
58. Anchor 

59. “Asp” or “vamp” at- 
tachment 

60. Kind of mash 
61. NASCAR, e.g. 
64. Like good jokes 
67. Make it 

68. Ancient Roman 
skullcaps 
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Help with Today’s Crossword Puzzle? 


SMARTSUV 
SAPLAYSA 
GOARTIISt 
TISOMASC 
io bey Lv Gg 
RONDO! PY 
EN!EUNME 
E.G EE PF I 
NAERWEDS 
SDBTRALM 
SMIFEYVA 
Ui t Rae fF 
BSPINALB 
Pol Ge hae 
LZLRVCAT 
[TAL I AGN 
WINDOWS H 
ALINE HAVOC 
ALLURE ITALIA 
ALMANAG KNEAD 
ARTISTS LIP-READING 
ASININE MADISON 
ATOLL MASCOT 
BLITHE MASSIVE 
CANID MENACE 
CATECHISM OMBRE 
COVERT OROGENY 
EMPLACE PARADE 


SOLUTIONS 


CROSSWORD 


<a] |—|0| 
[3] oe [us|] 


0) 
te) 
El 
E} 
EJ 
ca 


| 
El 


wi] S] 0 


jo. |} <|2|w oR —|]<|3/—|<) 


jwi}oc] | 
BOBee 


U 


eo ey ier Ob ee ag oe ao 


}<|-]o|= |=) 


Oo} <|2|—|o) 


LAGE HAUL 
RESERV EO 
OROGEN/YB 
TSSDAKGP 
ou) Me OM 
GkRPr TA EER 
AGEL HAE 2 
HBSWMODRE 
ARERDACM 
NACULPAP 
YA bt Ol LANL 
SES WV A IA 
WLS PDRDEDEC 
RE MT A URE 
CHISMTFT 
MASS IVES 
PPINGW IN 
PATEN SMARTS 
PILEI SNARER 
PLANED SOLAR 
PLAYS SPINAL 
PRESERVED TUREENS 
REPENTS UDDER 
RETOLD UVULAE 
ROE DEER VALOR 
RONDO WHELP 
SANEST — WINDOW-SHOP- 
SLANG PING 
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69. Little hangers 

70. Mechanical limits 
72. Threaten 

73. Shortest distance 
between two points 
74. Polly, to Tom 

75. Animal trapper 
76. “Antony and Cleopa- 
tra” and “Romeo and 
Juliet” 

77.Reduced by 


Down 

1. Aisle, for instance 

2. Sans sense 

3. Acts the expiator 

4. Thanksgiving Day event 
5. Caviar 

6. “Federalist” coauthor 

7. Cheerful 

8. Sonata section 


9. Physics unit 
10. Big, big, big! 
Tl. Annual bestseller 
12. What “yo mama” is 
18. Relief 
14. Crumbs 
15. Feeler 
20. Shogun’s capital 
26. Young seal 
27. Did acarpenter’s job 
28. Eucharistic plate 
32. Engage 
33. Cybercafe patron 
34.M &M’s have a couple 
36. Kind of time 
37. Jackal, e.g. 
38. Wanderer 
39, Extensions 
AO. CIA Ops, e.g. 
42. Shape of a fusion 
reactor 
43. The America’s Cup 
trophy, e.g. 
44. Actress June (and kid 
sister of Gypsy Rose Lee) 
45. Body part ina lot of 
cow puns 
AG. Strong joe 
47. Tax prep. expert 
51. Put 
52. Short-antlered animal 
53. The process of moun- 
tain formation 
54. Handy thing to have 
when you need a break? 
55. Big bowls 
56. Masters 
59, Paesano’s land 
60. Kind of column 
61. Arenewable energy 
source 
62. Reef ring 
63. Retreat 
64. Jamaican exports 
65. Balanced 
66. Sushi staple 
70. Pick 
71. Hi-__ 
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CONSTRUCTED BY C. CHANG 
AT 4NUMS.COM 


Use the four numbers in the corners, and 
the operator (+, - X, and +) to build an 
equation to get the solution in the middle. 
There may be more than one “unique” so- 
lution but, there may also be “equivalent” 
solutions. For example: 6 + (7X3) +1=28 
and1+ (7X3) +6=28 
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DAILY BRIDGE CLUB 


So near, so far 


BY FRANK STEWART, TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY 


© 2022 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 


Early in the Spingold Teams at the Summer 
NABC, Nick Nickell’s top-seeded team 
was upset by a squad from Australia/New 
Zealand. 

The match was close when today’s deal 
arose. At one table NICKELL’s East-West 
played at four hearts, down two, minus 
200. 

In the replay, on the auction shown, 
the second-round double by North for 
NICKELL was responsive; most players 
would have bid two spades. When South 
competed to three spades, North’s normal 
action was a pass; but he broke discipline 
and went on to game. 


SINGLETON 
The defense took two hearts, and East led 
his stiff club. Declarer avoided a calamity 
when he took the ace, but he was down 
one, minus 100. 

| can’t be too critical of the four-spade 
bid: If the opening bidder had held the king 
of clubs, game would have made. Still, if 
NICKELL is plus 140 at the second table 
and minus 100 at the first (where declarer 
could have saved a trick), they would have 
won an IMP instead of losing seven. And 
the final score was 104 to 97. 


DAILY QUESTION 

You hold: AKU32 Y86 OKB8B 
& AQ8 5 2. Your partner opens one 
diamond. The next player passes. What 
do you say? 

ANSWER: Respond two clubs. Were 
your hand weaker and worth only one 
forward-going bid, you would use it to look 
for a fit in the major: You would respond 
one spade. As it is, you have enough to 
commit to game, so you can bid naturally: 
long suit first. If partner rebids two 
diamonds, bid two spades next. 

North dealer 

Both sides vulnerable 


NORTH 


&AQ98 

9 42 

2ag2 

&J1043 
WEST EAST 
4764 4105 
Y K109 Y AQJ753 
OJN754 A1063 
eKI7 6 

SOUTH 

AKJ32 

86 

oK8 

&AQ852 
North East South West 
Pass 1 Dbl 29 
DbI(!) 3° Pass 39 
Pass Pass 34 Pass 
4 a() All Pass 


Opening lead — Y 10 


Kakuro puzzles are like crosswords that use numbers instead of words. The goal is to fill the blank squares associated with a clue (called a “run”) with the numbers 
1-9 so that the numbers add up to the corresponding clues. Like Sudoku, digits in a run cannot repeat. When the grid is filled, the puzzle is complete. 
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SUDOKU soxsteest22 ccna SUPERSUDOKU sexs. WORK SPACE 


Fillin the boxes using numbers between 1 and 9 so that each column, each Fillin the boxes using numbers from O to 9 and letters from A to F so that each column, 
row, and each 3x3 square contain all nine numbers only once. each row, and each 4x4 square contain all ten numbers and six letters only once. 
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KAKURO ses3citesins JUMBLE szeniie” 
heard best like ee of idle a THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
is to fill the blank squares associated with aclue (cal eda“run )wit the numbers By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek 
1-9 so that the numbers add up to the corresponding clues. Like Sudoku, digits 

in arun cannot repeat. When the grid is filled, the puzzle is complete. 


Unscramble these Jumbles, 


We need some 
scarecrows. 
" | This is for the 
= birds! 
 / Pil take 
“The Jumble” 
for $1,000. 


one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 


OPSLI 
YY nm: T 
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Vax 7 N 
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GAAMEN 
eezcan 
S6ze 
COUNBE 
eegaks WAS BEGINNING TO --- 
KALA NA Now arrange the circled letters 


©2022 Tribune Content Agency, LLC to form the surprise answer, as 


Easy 


EPOCH ESCAPE MAZE 


Get the free JUST JUMBLE app - Follow us on Twitter @PlayJumble 


HAVING SO MANY CROWS 
RIGHT OUTSIDE THEIR WINDOW 


All Rights Reserved. suggested by the above cartoon. 
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DAN ARK ARN A) NRA KLAN AR ARK A IK IK 
WORK SPACE 


SOLUTIONS 


SUPERSUDOKU SUDOKU: EASY JUMBLE EASY KAKURO 
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With Many Thanks to Clarence 


MARY HUNT 


thought it would be just loads of fun 
to focus our attention today on fre- 
quently asked questions about frozen 
foods. But first, a little history. 
Although the practice of preserv- 
ing food by freezing can be traced back 
to 1626, it wasn’t exactly practical. Frozen 
foods looked bad, tasted worse, and were 
more apt than not to make people deathly 
ill. Thank goodness for Clarence Birds- 
eye, who in 1926 invented and developed 
a freezing process that not only preserved 
food safely but also preserved its taste and 
appearance. 


Are fresh vegetables more nutritious 
than frozen? The International Food 
Information Council tells us that the 
nutritional value of frozen vegetables is 
virtually identical to fresh produce. In 
fact, frozen has better nutritional value 
than fresh, ifthat “fresh” produce has been 
sitting in the refrigerator for a long time. 


Do fresh fruits and vegetables taste 
better than frozen? Frozen foods can 
pass any taste test. A properly made entree 
stored at 0 degrees F tastes exactly like 
one freshly cooked. The recipe used to 
make these items are developed by some 
of the best chefs in the world. After they 
prepare them, they freeze them so that 
they maintain their freshness and flavor. 


Do frozen vegetables contain additives 
or preservatives? The folks at Birds Eye, 
Clarence’s frozen food company, do not use 
any artificial preservatives. Instead, they 
flash freeze produce. This process locks in 
flavor, preserves texture and nutrition and 
ensures a long freezer shelf life. 


Once thawed, can food be refrozen? It 
is not recommended because refreezing 
a product makes it more susceptible to 
freezer burn. 


Is freezer burn harmful? Freezer burn 
(the white dried-out patches found on 
improperly stored frozen foods) won't 
make you sick, but it will change the 
quality, color, texture, and taste of the food. 


What is the best way to store frozen 
food products? Always keep food frozen 
in its original packaging until you are 
ready to use it. Thaw according to the 
package instructions, and in the absence 
of directions, thaw in the refrigerator. 
Organize your freezer with the oldest 
foods to the front so they will be used first. 
Always label frozen foods with what it is 
and the date it was frozen. 


Is it OK to eat the vegetables straight 
from the package? It’s not dangerous, but 
for the best flavor and texture, Birds Eye 
Foods recommends cooking frozen foods 
as stated on the packaging. 


Are frozen vegetables and fruits more 
expensive than fresh? Frozen foods are 
economical because you do not pay for 
stalks, pits, skins, rinds, or damaged food. 
Edible ounce for edible ounce, frozen 
food costs are usually less than their 
fresh counterparts. According to a USS. 
Department of Agriculture study, five of 
the six vegetables tested were cheapest 
when purchased frozen. Through price 


Frozen 

has better 
nutritional 
value than 
fresh, if that 
‘fresh’ produce 
has been 
sitting in the 
refrigerator 
for a long 
time. 


fluctuations, fresh produce can cost 99 cents 
at the beginning of the season, 39 cents at 
midseason, and then, with no explanation, 
jump up again. With frozen foods, there are 
no such widely varying prices. 


What is the proper temperature for 
a food freezer? Maintain a proper 
freezer temperature of no higher than 0 
degrees F. To be sure that your freezer is 
maintaining this safe temperature, get a 
freezer thermometer (less than $10). 


Mary Hunt is the founder of 
EverydayCheapskate.com, a frugal living 
blog and the author of the book “Debt- 
Proof Living.” She invites you to visit 

her at her website, where this column 

is archived complete with links and 
resources for all recommended products 
and services. She invites questions and 
comments at EverydayCheapskate.com/ 
contact, “Ask Mary.” Tips can be submitted 
at Tips.EverydayCheapskate.com. This 
column will answer questions of general 
interest, but letters cannot be answered 
individually. Copyright 2022 Creators.com 


Don’t 
discount the 
convenience, 
economy, 
and 
nutritional 
value of 
frozen 
produce. 


Original artworks, canvas wraps, 
art posters, and framed prints of 
Award-winning oil paintings 
now available for purchase at 
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